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^ I WAS JUST COMING N 
OFF MY SHIFT WHEN BAML. 

THE EXPLOSION HITS/ I 
COULD TELL IT WAS COMING 
V FROM ONE OF THE y 
UPPER LEVELS. 


WHERE 
WERE YOU? 




^ DID YOU TRY TO ^ 
FIND OUT WHAT WAS 
w HAPPENING? > 


WASN'T 

ANYTIME 


MY UNIT WAS FIRST ON 
THE ST. ANTHONY'S SCENE. 
WHEN WE ARRIVED, THE STAFF 
WAS ALREADY EVACUATING 
THE PLACE. WE BEGAN A 
PROCESS OF ORDERLY 
TRYING TO... 


...THERE WAS SCREAMING 
EVERYWHERE. NURSES. 
DOCTORS, PATIENTS - YOU 
NAME IT. NO ONE KNEW WHAT 
THE HELL JUST HAPPENED. WE 
WERE ALL STUNNED. 



IT WAS 
COMPLETE 
CHAOS / 


EVEN AFTER 


THE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
ARRIVED. NO ONE SEEMED 
TO KNOW HOW MANY WERE 
STILL INSIDE. ..OR WHERE 
TO EVEN TAKE THE 
INJURED. 



JENNY, 
THIS IS 
SERIOUS. 


WE HEARD ONE 
HOSPITAL COULDN'T 
HANDLE EVERYONE, SO 
THEY SPREAD THEM OUT. 
I DO NT THINK ANYONE 
WAS EVEN KEEPING 
TRACK OF WHO WENT 
WHERE. 



/ WAITED 
FOUR HOURS! 
THEN THEY COME 
OUT AND HAD THE GALL 
TO SAY MY WIFE WASN'T 
EVEN AT THAT HOSPITAL' 
SHE WAS ON LONG 
tSLANDf CAN YOU 
IMAGINE?.' 

-1 



THEY 

/ DRAGGED N 
MOTHER TO THREE 
DIFFERENT HOSPITALS 
BEFORE SHE WAS 
ADMITTED. TOOK ME 
ALMOST A DAY TO 
V track HER / 

X DOWN. // 


DID SHE 1 
TELL YOU 
ANYTHING 

. else? > 




CAN YOU X 
TELL ME ABOUT 
THAT NIGHT AND 
WHAT YOU 
v REMEMBER? y 


^ WE WERE ^ 

lucky. 

CUZ SOON 
AS I HEARD 
THAT 

^ SOUND.,. ^ 






r YEAH. ^ 
MOST OF US 
v WERE. > 


THAT'S WHEN 
r IT GOT CRAZY. FIRE^ 
ALARMS STARTED 
GOING OFF. THEN THE 
SPRINKLERS. I HEARD 
SCREAMING UP AND 
DOWN THE HALLS. 
YOU'D HAVE THOUGHT 
\ THE WORLD WAS a 
X ENDING. 


r THAT'S 
WHEN YOU 
v LEFT? , 


WERE YOU 
SLEEPING AT 
THE TIME? 


^ OH; THEY WERE 

SCARED TOO. SOME OF THEM 
WERE COMPLETELY USELESS, 
BUT OTHERS- -THEY BEGAN 
MOVING THE RESIDENTS OUT 
OF THE BUILDING, ^ 


WHAT 
WAS THE 
STAFF 
DOING? 








W ONE HUNDRED X 
PERCENT, DOCTORS 
CAN'T EXPLAIN IT. BUT 
YOU'RE LOOKING AT A 
GENUINE MIRACLE OF 
SCIENCE. THEY SAY I'VE 
l GOT THE LUNGS OF 

Van olympian, J 


YOU SEE, 

I'VE GOT LUNGS 
LIKE A GERBIL. TOO 1 
MANY CIGARETTES WHEN 1 
WAS YOUNGER, I HAD ACUTE 
EMPHYSEMA, SO WHEN 1 
SUCKED IN A BUNCH OF 
L SMOKE FROM THE FIRE, IT A 
^ NEARLY CHOKED ME ^ 
fO DEATH. 


r THAT'S WHEN ^ 
THEY TOOK ME 
AND THAT OTHER 
FELLA AWAY IN THE 
V AMBULANCE.* > 


♦See issue 155 "Todd 


w OH, I'M > 
BETTER THAN 
FINE, I'M 
^ CURED. > 


REMEMBER, 

ALL THE ELECTRICITY 
HAD BEEN KNOCKED 
OUT FOR A WHILE 
THERE, I DIDN'T THINK 
I WAS GOING TO 
MAKE IT. 


CURED? 


WELL, 
YOU LOOK 
FINE NOW, 








CAN 
I HELP 
YOU? 


HI. I'M ^ 
MARC ROSEN* 

A REPORTER WITH 
THE NEW YORK 
X CLARION * A 


^ i was 

r HOPING TO TALK TO ^ 
A DOCTOROR SOMEONE 
ABOUT THIS "MIRACLE 
PATIENT" OF YOURS* I 
THINK IT WOULD MAKE 
l A GREAT FEATURE A 

story. 


WHICH 

ONE? 


WHICH 

DOCTOR? 


^ NO. WHICH > 

miracle 

PATIENT? WE 
HAVE A BUNCH 
v OF THEM* > 


I DON'T 
UNDER- 
STAND..*? 


X THEY'RE X 
^ AS AMAZED 
AS THE REST OF 
US, MR, ROSEN, 
THE ONLY THING 
THEY'RE WILLING 
V TO AGREE ON j 
\ IS,... \ 


/ I JUST X 
/ FINISHED \ 
INTERVIEWING 
MR. MURRAY 
FROM ROOM 323 
ARE YOU SAYING 
YOU HAVE MORE 
THAN ONE 
PATIENT WHO 
EXPERIENCED 
THE SAME 
\ SPONTANEOUS, 
\ RECOVERY? / 


/ I'M SAYING X 
' THERE'S AN 
ENTIRE ROOM 
FULL* EVERY 
PATIENT IN THE 
SAME ROOM 
SUDDENLY WOKE 
UP DEVOID OF 
, ANY MEDICAL 
\ CONDITIONS. / 


' WHAT ARE 
THE DOCTORS 
v SAYING? . 


EVERY 
SINGLE 
ONE OF 
THEM. 


/ I'M SAYING X 
' THERE'S AN 
ENTIRE ROOM 
FULL* EVERY 
PATIENT IN THE 
SAME ROOM 
SUDDENLY WOKE 
UP DEVOID OF 
, ANY MEDICAL 
\ CONDITIONS- / 


EVERY 
SINGLE 
ONE OF 
THEM. 








J+ JT'S SOME KIND 
OF MIRACLE SENT 
DOWN 6V &OP. 
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SOMETHING 
ISN'T RIGHT. 


r SOMETHING'S 
TRYING TO 
CLOAK ITSELF. 
OR HIDE. I CAN 

v SENSE IT. y 


r but i i 

CAN'T TELL 
IF IT'S ONE OF 
OURS, OR 
\ THEIRS. J 


r AND THE ^ 
LORDS WILL 
EXPECT ME TO 
HAVE THOSE 
V ANSWERS. J 


















^ YOU WOULD 
THINK. I MEAN, 
SOMEONE HAS 
TO KNOW 
. SOMETHING. , 


THERE 
HAS TO BE 
, MORE. 


I KNOW IT ISN'T MUCH. 
r I WISH THERE WAS MORE, BUT ^ 
IT'S ALL I WAS ABLE TO GATHER 
OVER THE YEARS. A FEW CHECKUP 
CHARTS AND A COUPLE OF 
V CLERICAL RECORDS SOME OF a 
THE NURSES KEPT. 


r YOU SAID YOU ^ 
RAN MY NAME 
THROUGH THE BIRTH 
v RECORDS? < 


SEVERAL TIMES. 

/ THERE WERE A HANDFUL 
f OF JIM OR JAMES DOWNINGS 
l BUT NONE THAT MATCHED 
V YOU OR YOUR 

^^APPROXIMATE AGE^^g 


^ LOOK. LET ME ^ 
W MAKE A FEW CALLS ^ 
IN THE MORNING. SEE 
IF I CAN GET ONE OF 
YOUR DOCTORS TO HAVE 
A MEETING WITH YOU. I'M 
SURE THEY'LL HAVE SOME 
ANSWERS FOR YOU. 

► DOCTOR BAXTER IS A a 
^ ^ PRETTY DECENT ^ 
GUY. 


r DID YOUR ' 
SEARCH COVER 
OUTSIDE OF 
. NEW YORK? . 


WHAT? 


WHEN YOU ^ ■ 

DID YOUR SEARCH, ^ 
DID IT INCLUDE ALL OF 
THE UNITED STATES OR 
JUST NEW YORK A 
^ STATE? ^ 


JUST 1 
NEW YORK, 
I THINK. . 


r SO I MUST " 
HAVE BEEN BORN 
OUTSIDE OF THIS 
t STATE, 


MAKES 

SENSE, 





X WHAT X 
^ ABOUT MY ^ 
ADMITTANCE 
PAPERS- OR 
WHATEVER YOU 
k GUYS CALL , 
V THEM? / 


^ SO NO ONE ^ 
KNOWS WHO 
CHECKED ME IN, 
OR WHO'S BEEN 
PAYING FOR MY 
v TREATMENT? > 


.X^ JUST SO I'M CLEAR, ^ 
X YOU'RE SAYING I WAS A X 
PATIENT IN YOUR HOSPITAL-TOR 
YEARS- AND NO ONE CAME TO 
VISIT, OR PHONE, OR CHECK UP ON 
ME?£|/£V?/?AN.D THAT DIDN'T STRIKE 
V ANYONE ON STAFF AS BEING J 
x. JUST A LITTLE ODD? X^ 


I NEVER 
SAW 
THEM. 


X NO. I'M > 
SAYING THAT 
I 'PERSONALLY 
DON'T KNOW, 
V THAT'S ALL. , 


THAT'S 

UNDER- 

WHELMING 


YOU DON'T 
EVEN KNOW WHO 
I AM! I COULD BE A 
MURDERER FOR ALL 
WE KNOW' BUT THAT 
. DOESN'T MATTER > 
X DOES IT? X 


^ LOOK, JIM. > 
I KNOW YOU'RE 
FRUSTRATED. 
ANYONE WOULD 
v BE. BUT I... v 


/ HOW DO \ 
WE EVEN 
KNOW THAT 
JIM DOWNING 
IS MY REAL 
V NAME. J 


r BECAUSE > 
IT IS, I'M SURE 
OF IT. NO 
NEED TO GET 
V PARANOID. y 


PARANOID. J? 


X BECAUSE ^ 
YOU HAVEN'T 
SEEN ANYTHING 
PERSONALLY! 
THAT'S 

V BULLSHIT! A 


YOU'RE 

HURTING 

ME. 1 







T' 



WHAT 

a.m : 

DOING? 


I HAVE 
TO GET 
OUT OF 
HERE, 


NOW/ 


r IT'S ^ 
SNOWING 
k OUT. . 


WAIT 


^ TAKE " 
THIS COAT 
v PLEASE. , 


SHE'S 

SMOOTH 


1 <■ 

. 


Kfe*. v; 1 

l '* w 


1 

. — ^ 










WELL 

WHAT? 


w YOU'VE ^ 
READ THE 
EXAMINER'S 
t REPORT. ^ 


TWICE 


r SO, ^ 
WHAT DO 
YOU MAKE 
^ OF IT? 


X SAME X 
THING YOU 
SHOULD. MORE 
SUPERNATURAL 
V CRAP. V 


X not x 

/ SURE IF YOUR \ 
BUDDY, SPAWN, 
HAD ANYTHING TO 
DO WITH IT, BUT 
WHATEVER RIPPED 
THROUGH THOSE 
GANGS WASN'T 
k BEING TOO / 
^ CAREFUL. X 


MEDICAL 

r REPORT SAYS 1 
THE VICTIMS HAD 
FLUID COAGULATION 
CONSISTENT WITH 
, RAPID j 

> DEHYDRATION.^ 


" WHICH ^ 
MEANS THEIR 
BLOOD WAS 
BOILING AS 
■ THEY DIED. , 


ITS \ 

NOT HIS H > 

M.O. NOT 
LIKE 
V THAT. 











CHIEF SAID 
HE'S ALREADY 
GETTING PRESSURE 
TO DELIVER ANSWERS. 
A COUPLE OF POLITICIANS 
ARE LOOKING TO CUT 
THEIR TEETH ON 
THIS ONE. 


HOW 
LONG 
DO WE 
HAVE? 


A WEEK. 
MAYBE TWO. 
THEN THEY'LL 
SEND THEIR 
OWN GOONS 
IN TO TAKE 
OVER, 


WHY 
THEIR SUDDEN 
INTEREST? 





Jr NO ONE S X 
f SAYING, BUT > 
AS FAR AS I CAN 
TELL, ONE OF THE 
RINGLEADERS 
HAD SOME KIND 
OF TIES TO THE 
i NORTEGO j 
* CARTEL. X 


M 


LISTENING 






o-u 


I WELL, THAT 
W CONTACTHASA \ 
FEW FRIENDS THAT ARE ^ 
BIG INTO REAL ESTATE 
INVESTMENT. AND GUESS 
WHICH PIECE OF PROPERTY 
THEY HAD THEIR * 

^ fingers STUCK X 

INTO? ^X - 


RIGHT. SO NOW 
WE HAVE DEAD GANGSTERS 
AND AN INCINERATED HOSPITAL. 
AND WE BOTH KNOW NORTEGA 
ISN'T GOING TO LAY BACK WHILE 
SOMEONE'S TORCHING HIS PEOPLE 
AND HIS PROPERTY. HE'LL 
START A WAR LOOKING 
FOR ANSWERS. 


z' AND IF > 
SPAWN'S 
INVOLVED, 
HE'LL NEVER 
, FIND ANY. > 


ST 

{ANTHONY'S, 


r THE " 
SUSPENSE 
IS KILLING 
. ME. . 


WhOA. 


“EXACTLY. NO 
ONE'LL 8E SAFE IN 
THIS CITY." 


"SO WE NEED TO 
KNOW WHETHER IT'S 
SPAWN OR SOME- 
THING ELSE?" 





KEEP 

/ HIM SAFE, SO \ 
THAT WE MAY, 
TOGETHER, SERVE 
WHATEVER 
PURPOSE YOU MAY 
< HAVE CHOSEN / 
V FOR US, ^ 


AMEN 


HELLO? 


r EXCUSE ME ^ 
FOR BOTHERING 
YOU SO LATE r .„ 

I WAS HOPI NG TO 
TALK TO MR, 
k. DOWNING. A 


Yn • t 













r IT'S MY ^ 
UNDERSTANDING 
HE WAS 
DISCHARGED 
INTO YOUR 
V CARE. V 


WHAT'S 
THIS IN 
REGARD 

. TO? 


SO YOU'RE ^ 
NOTA FRIEND 
OR FAMILY 
k MEMBER? j 


r TM 
NOT AT 
LIBERTY 
TO SAY, 
MA'AM. 


f DO YOU ^ 
KNOW 
WHERE HE 
WAS 

^ GOING? > 


NOPE 


^ IT'S ^ 
IMPORTANT 
WE TALK TO 

^ HIM. > 


WELL, ^ 
HE'S NOT 
t HERE . j 


WELL, BOTH 

r OF THEM SHOULD 1 
HAVE ACCESS TO MY 
CELL PHONE NUMBER. 
LET THEM KNOW I'D BE 
HAPPY TO ANSWER ANY 
OF THEIR QUESTIONS. 

I HOPE THEY'RE DOING 
OKAY. THAT EXPLOSION 
k REALLY MESSED J 
US ALL UP. 


' YOU 'RE UFRF^® 

on behalf m3| 

OF DR. BAXTER 
AND DR. 

v TRUNZO ? / |NA^ 

_T> ROUND- 

x ABOUT 

■^7— Vtt.® 


W X CAN SAY ^ 
A THAT I WORK FOR ^ 
ST. ANTHONY'S and 
HIS DOCTORS HAVE 
BEEN TRYING TO 
MAKE CONTACT 
WITH HIM. PLEASE, IF 
. YOU HAVE ANY 
k INFORMATION... A 


w I'M SURE 
THEY'LL 

appreciate 

YOUR COOP 
, E RATION. 














ANYTHING 

ELSE? 


NO* 

JUST THE 
COFFEE. 


UM... X 
IF YOU DON'T 
MIND ME SAYING, 
IT LOOKS LIKE 
YOU'VE HAD A 
PRETTY ROUGH 
DAY ^ 


r id ^ 

RATHER 
NOT TALK 
ABOUT 
k IT* / 


ALRIGHT, BUT 
HOLLER IF YOU 
NEED ANYTHING 
* ELSE, OKAY? . 





3 Cups of Coffee Later 




r YOU -YOU 
ACTUALLY KNOW 
. WHO I AM? 


i wouldn't say 

THAT. BUT YES, YOU 
t AND X HAVE MET. 


^ A LONG TIME AGO. 

YOU PROBABLY DON'T EVEN 
. REMEMBER. BUT X DO. . 


my name s 

WANDA , BY 

THE WAY. 








I DON'T X 
REMEMBER IF YOU 
TOLD US YOUR 
NAME LAST TIME 
^ WE MET, v 


/BUT ' 
YOU'RE 
SURE IT 
WAS 
, ME? , 


ABSOLUTELYf 


I TEND TO X 
r REMEMBER WHElsA 
A PERSON COMES 
TO MY DOOR AND 
PASSES OUT ON THE 
FRONT PORCH, YOU 
LOOKED LIKE 
\ YOU'D SEEN 
, V A GHOST.* 


X OH... FIVE \ ' 

X YEARS ago. maybe \ 
/ MORE. HONESTLY, YOU \ 
DON'T REMEMBER THAT? 

IT WAS ON OLIVE STREET. I 
WAS WEARING AN EVENING 
GOWN IN THE DAYTIME. 
AND YOU WERE QUITE THE 
GENTLEMAN WITH YOUR 
COMPLIMENTS. THEN JUST 
WHEN MY HUSBAND WAS 
^ COMING TO THE DOOR, j 
\ YOU JUST FAINTED. / 
V RIGHT THERE ON X 
X. THE SPOT. 


WHEN 

WAS 

THAT..,? 


\ LUCKILY, \ 
/ YOU WERE \ 
/ OKAY. I KEPT x 
THINKING WE 
SHOULD HAVE 
GOTTEN YOU TO A 
DOCTOR BEFORE 
YOU RAN OFF. 
SO WE REALLY 
v DIDN'T GET y 
\ TO TALK / 
V MUCH. X 


/ BUT \ 
ENOUGH 
ABOUT 
THAT. HOW 
HAVE YOU 
V BEEN? y 


tit 


VS ' 


*See issue 3'" Todd 








THE FACT IS, 

W I DON'T REMEMBER X 
YOU, OR YOUR HOUSE OR 
ANYTHING I AND WHAT I 
CAN RECALL DOESN'T MAKE 
L ANY SENSE...! DON'T 
V EVEN know who the y 
HELL I AM! y" 


JUST 

LOOK 

AT me/ 


w oh \ 

MY GOD! 
YOU 'RE ONE 

of THEM 

, AREN'T . 

k. you? y 


WHAT RE 
YOU 

TALKING 

ABOUT? 


HOW 

I'VE 

BEEN, 


YOU LOOK 
FANTASTIC ! 


IT'S JUST.. 
SOMETIMES 


1 DON'T 
UNDER- 
STAND... 


YOU 

DON'T 

KNOW 

WHAT? 


I DON'T 
KNOW. 


x I mean, ^ 
f YOUR HAIR'S ^ 

different but 

BESIDES THAT I'D 
SWEAR YOU 
V HAVEN'T AGED < 
X. A DAT 


LOOK 
AT 
ME. 


WHAT? 





fl HU 
k n UJH 

\ ^ ii fm 




A y \ m 


Tf t '- 



X SEE 

ITIN YOUR 
EYES. 

AND IF YOU DON'T 
EVEN KNOW YOU'RE A 
PART OF THEIR MADNESS, X 
I r M SO SORRY, JIM, BUT I CA 
HELP YOU. I JUST CAN'T 
DO THAT ANYMORE. 
NOT AGAIN. 

BUT I KNOW 
WHERE YOU MIGHT 
FIND SOME ANSWERS --OR 
WHATEVER YOU'RE 
LOOKING FOR. THAT'S THE 
BEST! CAN DO. 











JiM! STS 

r SVlfl/L. DON'T 1 
TALK JUST LISTEN! 
YOU N££D TO STAY 
AWAY S-ROM HERE. 
THEY'RE WATCHING 
l US. WHATEVER j 
k. YOU DO... 


HELLO? 












w SORRY... ' 
TH OUGHT YOU 
WERE SOME- 

kONE else. ^ 
YOU 

1 los r? 


WANDA 


" YOU ^ 
COULD SAY 
. THAT. . 


r A WOMAN > 
SENT ME HERE 
SAID I MIGHT 
FIND... SOME- 
^ THING, i 


WHAT 
WAS HER 
name? 


FOLLOW 

ME. 


IT USED ^ 
TO BE HIS, YOU 
. KNOW. ^ 


WHOSE? 


THE BIG 
GUY, 


LISTEN, I'M ^ 
^ GONNA TAKE OFF t 
THIS PLACE ALWAYS 
CREEPED ME OUT. SO 
. GOOD LUCK WITH 
^ WHATEVER... ^ 


COUGH/ 

cough: 


MISTER/ " 

YOU OKAY? 
I THINK... 




















































GREETINGS 

BROTHER. 


r ^ 

GOOD TO 
SEE ANOTHER 
OP GOD'S 
L ELITE. J 


IS* \ 

*h 

1*1 


,IaI 

IV 
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r-.- BECAUSE > 
IN A MINUTE 
YOU AND I ARE 
GOING TO GET 
VERY, ve/ry 
L. SERIOUS. / 


mute 




1 m 
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WHAT ARE X 
W yOU GOING TO 
I DQ~ SCARE ME?/ 

L THRefifEN . 

ME? 

~vou 

GO TO , MB 


I'D BE 
CAREFUL 


oh...that'5 

r RIGHT/ YOU'VE ^ 
BEEN THERE ALREADY. 
OBVIOUSLY YOUR TIME 
AWAY HAS MADE 
v YOU EVEN WORE A 
IGNORANT/ 







6o Minutes Ago 



r Thc.Y ^ 

SAID I'D BE 

DOING THIS ^ BESIDES, 
v SOLO, I THOUGHT YOU 1 

r- M A LEG WER EN 'T 

ALLOWED ON EARTH 
IV EXCEPT 
\ FOR EXTREME A 

x CASES, 


W NO ONE 
r TOLD ME 
THERE'D BE 
ANOTHER ELITE 
ALREADY 
L STATIONED A 
ik WERE, 


I'M 

OUTTA 

MERE. 


W DIDN'T 
W MEAN TO 1 
■ STARTLE 
I YOUR HUMAN, 
ME MUST NOT 
I BE ABLE TO 
ft DECIPHER 
ft MY LIGHT j 
|K FORM. A 


BUT WE'RE 

r BETTER OFF N 
ALONE, ANYWAY GOD 
STILL LIKES IT WHEN HIS 
. ACTIONS GO . 
Ik. UNGEEN. ^ 


y 1 KNOW, 

1 QUESTION IT 
GO ME Tl MEG, 
V TOO, J 


X'VE WONDERED MANY ^XJ 
W TIMEG WHY WE STILL ALIGN OUR^ 
f GELVEG WITH RIM. HE TREAT G UG LIKE 
"LOST SOULS' MOST OF THE TIME, AT 
LEAST MY COMMANDERS DO, 
INSTEAD OF GIVING US MISSIONS > 
WE'RE WORTHY OF. 


A REBELLION/ ^ 

THAT'S WHAT WE NEED. 
SOMETHING THAT'LL SEND 
A LOUD MESSAGE TO ALL 
kOF THEM UP THERE* ^ 


f 

irMu/Jir 

ilf 

1 

I'jO 

II 

111 '[! 1 


i'll 1 


V 1, U JT ' j*1 

i/ /« t 
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ft / / 1 

r t M 

r fl f j 

1 - j# 


v/ 













r I'VE HEARD ^ 
ABOUT VOU 
MALES, HOW 
YOU'RE ABLE TO 
'TRANSCEND' 
k AT WILL. A 


I'D BE ^£1 
f WfLLING TO DO 1 
ANYTHING 
TO LEARN HOW 
YOU DO THAT. MAYBE 
THEN THEY'D PAY 
L ATTENTION A 

^ to me. 


^ BUT, I ^ 
KNOW WHAT I 
. FOUND. 


^ AND SO ^ 
DO YOU. THAT'S 
WHY VOU HAVEN'T 
SAID ANYTHING, 
K. ISN'T IT? A 


r IT 
WAS VOU 
WASN'T 
IT? ^ 


w YOU KILLED ^ 
THAT SPAWN 
DEMON, DIDN'T 
^ YOU? ^ 


r EVEN ^ 
THOUGH WE'RE 
IN AN ANOMALY, 
YOUR POWERS 
STILL WORK 
k^ HERE. A 


W LIKE 
r VOUR BODY ^ 
SPIKES, THEY'RE 1 
STILL REACTING I 
TO EVERY- A 
k THING, ^ 
W EVEN 


THEY wanted 

r MORE DATA, THEY ^4 
SAID. FIRST, NO ANOMALY 
EXISTS HERE, AND SECOND, 
NONE OF HELL'S CREATURES 
HAS EVER FOUND ANY , 
k OF THOSE THAT A 
DO EXIST, ^ ^ 


EVEN 

f NOW, WHEN 1 1 
TRIED TELLING 
THEM ABOUT THIS 
ANOMALY, NONE 
OF THEM COULD 
BE BOTHERED 

L ENOUGH TO A 

^CARE. SO... 1 MUST 

BE WRONG, THEY ^ 

[ SAID, AND I SI-OJLD GO 
^ BACK AND RE-DO V.V , 
RES!- ARCH 











x you'st.-- N 

f WHAT KIND OF 
CREATURE ARE 

r vou've you?/ > 

TRICKED ME/ V ^ 

VOU AREN'T ONE k > - 
Of US// X 
^ WON'T... 


7 JU&f 0MUT n 
UP WTW ^W. 
YOUR RANTING' 

l y£>u« / 

\ ££>f7£M/MN /vi/jv^/ ^ ^ 










''MOW WOUt-P ' 
ANYONg KNOW 
Mg LOOKING 
v LIKg T Mi)-? 


you/ 


REMEMBER 

you/ 


r THEY ^ 
WARNED 0?. 1 
EVERyONE/ 
WE ALL KNOW 
. ABOUT A 

k you/ A 


WHO 

t?Og&? 


r 


T 


L i 















uNaa/ 


4ND WHAT 
you DID TO 
t GOD.,, 


i\ '12 
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r I UON'T \ 
KNOW MOW 
IT WORK*, OR 
WW£N IT 
V WORK* * 


*ut 

/OU'Rg 

RI<3WT... 


w\ 

' MAVe \ 

POW6R! 

AN 17 I WANT 
TO KNOW , 
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Kx irswny 

r GOD THREW VOU^ 
OUT/ BECAUSE YOU 
COULDN'T CONTROL 
THEM ANYMORE/ 

, THEY'VE SEEN 
k WATCHING 

\vw vou. 


X^IM, THEY'RE X 

still here, A 

STILL WATCHING, L _ ... _ 
DON'T COME f—p p 
NEAR HERE, DID 

^ YOU 

X 1 DON'T N HEAR 
/ KNOW ME" 3 

f WHAT THEY VAA 
WANT, BUT 1 J 
\ DON'T THINK/ / 
\ IT'S SAFE. / \ 


j X DON'T > 

( /COMEBACK, 

A I'LL LET YOU 

KNOW WHEN 
< HELLO? YOU CAN, ^ 
JIM' YOU'RE O' 

BREAKING hr 


AND THOUGH 

r you WERE BANISHED ~ 
WE KNEW YOU'D RETURN. SO 
THEY'VE BEEN WATCHING YOU- 
AND EVERYONE YOU'VE CARED 
^ ABOUT. NONE OF YOU ARE A 
■k. SAPEEROMUS. ^ 























vm&oinsto ^ 
arop w\AO£V€R you 

6£NTTO W£R MOUSE.. 

AN1P YOUV BETTER 
l PRAY t £ET THERE 
|£s^ fN TIME. ^ 


mcAUtt ip ^51 

r YlNYTW/N# HAPPENS N 
TO HER, XXL ANNIHILATE 
THOSE R^FON6f^L£, THEN 
XXL 0E £A£tf FOR YOU! 
KWt'Rt FAR FRO/M 0E1NS y 
FINISHED MERE/ 


r YOU 
KNOW 
WAY TOO 
MUCUI , 















’■'I 


22 Minutes Ago 





HEY, Y — 

BENNY' 

WAKE ^ THAT'S 
UP! a HIM! RIGHT 
ViS THERE. A 


I knew 
THAT BITCH 
WAS LYING 
. TO US' . 



i mr phone 
W SANCHEZ. TELL' 
r HIM TO LET HIS 
I DOCTOR FRIENDS 
i KNOW WE'VE 
k FOUND THEIR j 
iw MAN^^^ 

TAKE" 1 T^iy I 

from HI Aw 
here.^aMI dp 
















I DON'T 
KNOW i 
WHAT..! 


YOU'RE 
CRAZY] 
WHAT 

NO Xangel? 

V BULLSH/T'^^A 

ANSWERS' 

Tl IATG Wl l/\T 1 
GOT YOUR f 
WINGED 
FRIEND M 
\ STUCK TO A A 
\ WALL. 1 A 


r now, ^ 
WHO SENT 
YOU? THE 
ANGEL SAID 
YOU KNEW 
k ME] 


W THE ^ 
r ONE WHO 1 
SAID YOU'D 
BE HERE. THE 
ONE WHO 
.THREATENED. 
ME, A 


VC j'VL ^ 

¥ GOT 

! rWENTY 

SECONDS 
THAT JOG w LEFT 
YOUR 

iV.-iWORY? jB 


WHAT 

ABOUT 

SARA? 


THIRTY 
SECONDS L 


r THAT'S ALL " 
YOU'VE GOT TO 
TELL ME EVERY- 
THING 1 WANT, 
OR 1 GUT YOU 
t LIKE A FISH/ . 


mm 




AND I ^ 
SWEAR, IF 
YOU'VE TOUCHED 
SARA --I'LL KILL 
YOU] ALL OF 
k*. YOU// A 


YOU'RE JUST A 
JOB. THAT'S ALL' 
I'M SUPPOSED TO 
FIND YOU THEN 
DELIVER YOU TO 
A 'MEETING' 

L WITH MY A 
BOSS. A 


I DON'T ^ 
r CARE ABOUT 
HER... OR YOUR 
ANGEL DELUSIONS 
. MY JOB WAS TO 
^ FIND YOU. A 


Uiiili 






HUMANS? 
BUDDY 
YOU'RE 
v LOSING. 


y and ^ 
YOU \ 
WORK ONLY 
FOR... 

L HUMAN S?J 


r NOWA 
DO YOU 
KNOW 
v ME? A 


^ HAVE v 
WE EVER 
t MET? „ 


YOUR 

BOSS. 

WHAT'S 

|_||C 

NAME?, 


GILBERT. 


GILBERT 

WHAT? 


GILBERT 

SANCHEZ 


WHERE'S 

HE 

WORK? 


^ THEN TELL X, 
r MR. SANCHEZ N 
TO SAVE HIS ENERGY, 
HE DOESN'T HAVE TO 
HUNT ME ANYMORE, 
BECAUSE, I'M GOING 


X AND WHEN X 
r I GET THERE, ~ 
I'M GOING TO BE 
VE RY PISSED OFF ! 
SO SOMEONE HAD 
BETTER BE READY 
t TO TELL ME , 

X whoiamV 









r irs ^ 

OKAY, 1 
iHEY'RE 
GONE NOW 
AND I DON'T 
EXPECT 

L them j 
BACK. A\ 


K ' ARE ^ 

YOU 

^right?/yeah 


r BUT... ^ 
WHAT'S 1 
GOING ON? 
WHY ARE WE 
BEING 

t WATCHED? j 


W THERE'S ^ 
SOMEONE I 
HAVE TO TALK 
TO. SHE'S... 
WAITING FOR 
ME. A 


1 

KNOW, 


' THAT'S ^ 
WHY X HAVE 
TO LEAVE 
v AGAIN. 


WHAT...? 
WHY? , 


* See last issue --Todd 


THEY KEPT 

X WANTING TO KNOW ^ 
WHERE YOU WERE AT. 
SAID THEY WERE FROM 
ST. ANTHONY'S, BUT WHEN 1 
MADE UP A DOCTOR'S NAME, 
. THEY SAID THEY KNEW 
\ HIM. THAT'S WHY I A 
CALLED. * 


NO, THEY 
WERE JUST 
ASKING 
QUESTIONS. 


ABOUT\ VOlJ 

what? n-—* 


JUST GOT 
SCARED. 


^ THEY N 
SAID THEY 
DIDN'T HURT 
s. YOU + > 





15 Minutes Ago 





well 


well 


WELL 


r NOW ^ 

what do 

WE HAVE 
. HERE? - 


r 1 HADN'T ^ 
HEARD THAT GOD 
DEPLOYED MORE 
WARRIORS TO 
^ THIS REGION, v 


LEANING ~ 
SOMETHING'S 
GOT HIM A LITTLE 
^ NERVOUS, ^ 


^ NOW N 
WHAT COULD 
THAT BE, I 
l WONDER,., j 


NO, WAIT / YOU 
7 LIGHT WARRIORS > 
AREN'T SMART 
ENOUGH TO FIGURE 
THESE THINGS OUT ON 
YOUR OWN, SO ONE OF 
YOUR ’GUARDIANS' 

L TOLD YOU ABOUT IT, j 
DIDN'T THEY? 


r the n 

DECAPITATED 

SP^WN ! 

YOU FOUND 
HIM, DIDN'T 
^ YOU? ^ 


MUST HAVE 
BEEN SPYING 
ON ME, 

?u£aky Lime 


SEE, I'M 

r JUST TOYING ^ 
WITH YOU, BECAUSE 
IN A MINUTE YOU 
AND I ARE GOING TO 
. GET VERY, Verry 
^ SERIOUS. ^ 


GUARDIANS 

r WOULDN'T REPORT ^ 
DIRECTLY TO GOD, BUT 
YOUR SARCASM TELLS ME 
v YOU ALREADY KNEW A 
THAT, 


a 


AND GOD, HE 
r WANTED TO MAKE T 
SURE THE 'GUARDIAN' 
WASN'T PULLING HIS LEG, 
RIGHT? HE NEVER DID 
^ HAVE A SENSE OF j 
HUMOR, DID HE?^ 









5 Minutes Ago 



^ I'M TELLING ^ 
YOU ...NONE OF THIS 
v. MAKES SENSEI ^ 


X ALLTHE X 
/ REST OF THEM \ 
f WERE IN THE SAME > 
ROOM, SO HOW DID 
THE OLD MAN, WHO 
HAD ZERO CONTACT 
WITH THE PATIENTS IN 
THE ROOM, WHERE A 
HALF DOZEN FOLKS 
L SOMEHOW CURED y 
\ THEMSELVES, GET/ 
X involved? X 


X WELL, START X 
/ WITH THE NURSES, \l 
/ THOUGH I HAVEN'T 1 
/ TALKED TO ALL OF 1 
r THEM—rM NOT EVEN 
SURE I WANT TO -A 
COUPLE OF THEM AREN'T 
DEALING WITH A FULL 
DECK, THEN THE DOCTORS, 
AT LEAST THOSE I'VE 
TRIED TO CONTACT 
AREN'T TALKING. TO 
l ANYONE. AND THE 
\ DIRECTORS OF ST, j 
\ ANTHONY'S, THEY'VE/ 
\ ALL GONE M 
V SILENT TOO. m 


WHAT 

DOESN'T? 


XXHIS-THE X 
ARTICLE I'M 
TRYING TO PIECE 
X TOGETHER. > 


X I CAN'T X 
GET ENOUGH 
INFORMATION 
TO FULLY 
FLESH ANY OF 
v THIS OUT, v 


- WHAT x 
PART CAN'T 
YOU FIGURE 
v OUT? > 


X^ and of X v 

/ COURSE , NO \ 
ONE AT THE SECOND 
HOSPITAL CAN TALK 
OR GIVE OUT ANY 
INFORMATION ON 
ANYTHING BECAUSE 
OF THEIR CODE OF 
HONOR', OR WHAT- 
V EVER YOU WANT A 
TO CALL IT! X 


ALL OF 

it; every 

. THING, 


rCM ON MARC,' 
THEIR BUILDING 
JUST BURNED 
DOWN, SURELY 
YOU CAN UNDER 
STAND WHY 
, THEY'DALLBE 
X DISTRACTED. > 


X LET ME X 
SEE that; 1 
THERE'S YOUR 
PROBLEM 
v R/GH7 j 
X THERE f y 


X THAT'S X 
A BIT 

MELODRAMATIC 
. DON'T YOU 
X THINK? X 


X IT DIDN'T X 
/ BURN DOWN, IT \ 
WAS BOMBED , AT > 
LEAST AS FAR AS I 
CAN TELL, ALTHOUGH 
CITY OFFICIALS 
. STILL HAVEN'T j 
^CONFIRMED THAT X 
X. YET. 


^ THEY HAVE ^ 
AN OATH TO 
KEEP. AND IT'S 
PROBABLY THE 
v LAW TOO. > 


WHERE? 


X 1 WISH. I X 
/ MEAN, FIRST \ 
THINGS LOOK N 
LIKE THEY DON'T 
FIT TOGETHER 
OR SHOULDN'T 
BE RELATED, AND 
THEN THESE 
PIECES" JUST 
LITTLE THINGS" 
l KEEP BUTTING j 
\ INTO EACH / 
X OTHER, / 


X IT SAYS X 
/ RIGHT HERE, \ 
f THAT YOU NEED ' 
TO SPEND MORE 
ATTENTION ON 
YOUR LOVELY 
GIRLFRIEND AND IF 
YOU DO, THEN ALL 
, YOUR ANSWERS . 
\ WILL BECOME / 
X CLEAR. / 


THAT'S MY 
PROBLEM ! 


x^ AND THEN X 
W THERE'S THESE \ 
f 11 MIRACLE" PATIENTS \ 
AT THE HOSPITAL SOME ' 

of the ST Anthony 

VICTIMS WERE TAKEN TO, 
WHICH SHOULD BE A 
SEPARATE STORY.., 
EXCEPT ONE OF THE 
MIRACLES' HAPPENED TO 
AN OLD MAN FROM ST, 

V ANTHONY'S, WHO'D / 
\ ONLY BEEN THERE A / 
X FEW HOURS* X 


FOR 

INSTANCE...? 


*I£SUS T&& - XODO 








GIVE 

ME 

THAT' 


y^ YOU'RE NOT 
' HELPING ANY, AND > 
I REALLY NEED TO GET 
THIS DONE TONIGHT, 
THEY'RE EXPECTING ME 
TO HAND IN A ROUGH 
DRAFT BY TOMORROW, 
v OTHERWISE I'M J 
SCREWED , .y 


speaking 

OF 

WHICH.,. 


y SUSAN/ X 
STOP IT! I 
NEED YOU TO 
GET OUT OF 
V HERE, V 


WAIT 


w I'm > 

f SORRY, 
l COME BACK 
V HERE. ^ 

r M 

JUST... J 


y COMPLETELY ^ 
INSENSITIVE AT 
TIMES. 1 KNOW, BUT 
I WON'T HOLD IT 
V AGAINST YOU, y 


YOU'RE 
STARTING 
TO PISS ME 
OFF. 


/ SO \ 
_ — I — — f WH AT 

1 LEADS 

^ -J ARE YOU 

THANK 5 .J STUCK 
r- — . <\ on? > 


y WELL, THE NURSES 
I y AT DEACON'S HOSPITAL X 
/ SAID THEY TRANSFERRED X 
* SOMEONE FROM THE "MIRACLE 
ROOM" TO ANOTHER HOSPITAL. 

AND IT SOUNDED LIKE THAT 
PATIENT WASN'T AFFECTED LIKE 
ALL THE REST PLUS I DIDN'T GET 
. A CHANCE TO FIND OUT WHO 
\ RODE IN THE AMBULANCE / 
X WITH THE OLD MAN FROM y 
ST. ANTHONY'S. 


THEN THERE'S 
THE WHOLE 
ST, ANTHONY'S 
v DEBACLE, > 


yd , jyjl Yjuijri.T IVv 



Pfc-f 4 Wx l - 



iU — - - • ■ J ! 






\-\\ i 









EVERYONE THAT 
r WORKED THERE HAS BEEN ~ 
SCATTERED TO THE WINDS. A 
COUPLE PEOPLE AT WORK SAID 
HISTORICALLY THEY AREN'T A 
k VERY COOPERATIVE BUNCH j 
TO BEGIN WITH. 


Y THEN ^ 
r YOU NEED 
TO PLAY WITH 
THE PROPER 
L WEAPON, y 


PARDON? 


MONEY 


YOU WANT 
ANSWERS? THEN 
STOP PLAYING BY 
THE RULES SO 
MUCH, BUY YOUR 
WAY INTO THIS 
STORY, GET YOUR 
ANSWERS, 

AND I DON'T 
WANT TO HEAR/ 

"WE CANT AFFORD ITT 
IF THIS WILL KICKSTART 
YOUR CAREER, THEN 
WE CANT AFFORD 
NOT TO. 

EITHER WAY 
YOU'RE TOO SMART 
NOT TO FIGURE 
THIS OUT. YOU CAN 
DO THIS. 







SEE, I'M 

PUTTING TOGETHER X 
' MYOWN LITTLE ARMY, ^ 
AND I COULD DO WITH A FEW 
MORE SKILLED RECRUITS, AND 

I WAS beginning to think 

V THEY HAD ALL BACKSLID A 

V TO THE POINT OF BEING X 

USELESS* 


YOU'RE A . V \ 
JOKING f X?Si 
RIGHT? 

'*^—7 YOU'RE 
f TELUNG > 
/ ME YOU DON'T 
l KNOW WHAT YOUR 
OWN SIDE IS a 
X DOING? A 


r NOW THAT'S ^ 
REALLY SOMETHING 
TO LAUGH 4T.„ 

mr. n nm ^ 




W I'M CURIOUS ^ 
AS TO WHICH ONE 1 
OF OURS WAS 
SKILLED ENOUGH TO 
GET YOU UP THERE 
\ IN THE FIRST A 
X PLACE. / 














r THEN " 
YOU'RE NOT 
PAYING 
ATTENTION. 


_ AND YOU RE 
^ RIGHT, 1 CANT KILL ^ 
YOU ON EARTH. BUT I'VE 
LIVED ENOUGH TO KNOW 
THERE ARE THINGS WORSE, 
FAR WORSE THAN DEATH, 
t ESPECIALLY FOR AN A 
ANGEL. 


LET ME 
DEMON 
STRATE 


W THEN ^ 
r LET ME 1 
SHOW YOU 
A LITTLE 
REMINDER 
OF EXACTLY 
WHO 
YOU'RE 
L DEALING A 
V WITH. M 


YOU 

MOCK 

-ME? 


r EVEN 
THOUGH IVE ' 
SLAUGHTERED 
THOUSANDS OF 
YOUR SISTERS, 
YOU DARE 

L MOCK A 

v nEn J 























END 


PART 

EIGHT 


mil 

tfil 
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ij 
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11:47 PM 



WHERE'S 

YOUR 

•INVITE? 


LIKE I ^ 
SAID, THIS 
IS A PRIVATE 
^ PARTY. ^ 


I DON'T 
HAVE 
ONE. 


r I'M ^ 
GETTING 
TIRED OF 
REPEATING 
k THIS' 


NO ONE'S 

getting in without 

AN INVITE. YOU GOT ONE 
STEP UP FRONT. ^ 


OTHERWISE, YOU'RE ^ 
NOT ENTERING. YOU CAN 
WAIT ALL NIGHT, FOR ALL I 
CARE. THAT ISN'T GOING TO 
CHANGE THE RULES. J 



r I'M NOT ^ 
HERE FOR THE ] 

^ PARTY. 
m W I HAVE 


YEAH.„WHAT 
KIND OF 
BUSINESS? 


BUSINESS 

INSIDE, 



THE KIND THEY 
DON'T LET GUYS 
LIKE YOU KNOW 
v. ABOUT. ^ 


^ BUT IF ITMAKES^ 
THINGS EASIER FOR 
YOU, I WAS SENT 
^ HERE BY LUCAS. ^ 









^ Um., ( ™ 

EXCUSE ME, 
I'M LOOKING 
FOR SOME- 
ONE CALLED 
t CLAUDIO, a 


CLAUDIO? 


w SORRY, ^ 
DON'T KNOW 
HIM.,. BUT IS 
, HE CUTE? j 


I THINK rvE 
r HEARD OF HIM, x 
BUT I COULDN'T TELL 
YOU IF HE WAS HERE 
OR NOT. ASK THE 
GIRLS-- A COUPLE OF 
THEM SEEM TO KNOW 
V EVERY GUY IN THIS y 
V PLACE. y 


r NOPE. 

NEVER 
heard OF 
l THE GUY., 


THANKS 


K SOMEONE X 
SAID THEY 
Tf-IOUGHT YOU 
USED TO DATE 
V HIM. < 


WELL, THEY'RE 
^ WRONG, I MAY BE A > 
LITTLE DRUNK, BUT I'D 
REMEMBER DATING THAT 
DUDE. NOT THAT I DIDN'T 
V TRY, IT JUST NEVER A 
PANNED OUT. 


THANKS 


IF YOU SEE HIM 
TON o APPRECIATE 

YOU LETTING ME KNOW. 

IT'S WORTH A^THOUSAND^^^^^^^J^^ 

ft/n^. A L ~n-i at F R 



4HA v 

n/ 


[fluff A ^ 




In 

mn ^ ^ 




11 










..PLEASE 
LET ME 
KNOW,/ 


> ^ I HEAR YOU'RE 
YO;~ HARASSING THE 
BALD k CUSTOMERS. 
GUY' if--— ^ 


NOT 

REALLY. 


REALLY' 


V WE DON'T LIKE 
PEOPLE STICKING 
THEIR NOSES WHERE 
, THEY SHOULDN'T > 
BE.. 


^ IT'S TIME N0T 
FOR YOU TO 
sLEAVE. 

~wriS now. 


/ MY BOYS ^ 
r HERE WILL SHOW ^ 
YOU THE WAY OUT~ 
UNLESS YOU'VE GOT 
V A PROBLEM. WITH > 
THAT? ..-Li 


I r M LOOKING 
FOR CLAUDIO. 
IS HE HERE OR 
. ISN'T HE?/ > 


, doyourself^^ 

A FAVOR, BUD, AND 
DON'T ROAM THIS 
NEIGHBORHOOD . 
AGAIN, 


THAT 

WENT 

WELL. 









r LEAVE ^ 
ME ALONE 

PLEASE l 

I'LL JUST 
v GO. > 


UNH? 


YOU'RE \ 
MAKING 
A MISTAKE' 
DON'T! 

V PLEASE, y 


^ HE DIDN'T 
TELL ME HE WAS 
EXPECTING ANYONE 

^ tonight, y 


ISN'T 

THAT 

RIGHT 

JOEY? 


MATTER 

^ OF FACT HE TOLD 
ME THE OPPOSITE . 
SAID HE DIDN'T WANT 
. TO SEE ANYONE FOR, 
V A FEW DAYS. 


THAT'S 

RIGHT, 













W WHAT'S ^ 
f HAPPENING, 1 
MAN? WAS 
THAT SOME 
KIND OF PARTY 
OR WHAT?' IT . 
ROCKED/ A 


(OftANK 
WAY TOO 
MUCK) 


r NEXT ^ 
TIME YOU'LL 
THINK 
BETTER 
^ ABOUT.^> 


r BUT HEY L.7* 
THAT'S WHAT 
MAKES IT 
GOOD' A 


HEY// 


^giggle.,,} 
SKHH, KEEP 
YOUR VOICE 
DOWN. 
<giggle.> 


IT'S TOO 
LATE FOR 
^ THAT. „ 


r NO > 
WAY.' IT S 
SATURDAY, 
RIGHT, 
w DUDES?' 


r go 

WHAT'YA x 
SAY WE FIND 
ANOTHER 
PLACE TO 
V CRASH?.' / 










^ DO ^ 
YOU <3ET IT 
v NOW? . 


DO YOU 
UNDER- 
STAND? 


WE WANT ^ 
TO BE INVISIBLE, 
Mi&P&N/ you 

AND YOUR KIND 
DON'T NEED TO 
KNOW WE EVEN 
Li E XIST ! 


BUT WE 
DO, 


> SO NOW, 

I EITHER KILL W. 
YOU OR 1 MAKE B 
. YOU ONE OF M 
US, 

T YOUR 
V CHOICE 



















I&Wj 





















/ BECAUSE \ 
r LIKE YOU, I ' 
WORK FOR 
SOMEONE 
TOO. I'M SURE 
YOU KNOW 
^ HIM --THE , 
\ CLOWN. A 


f HE'S LOOKIN G\ 
FOR A MEETING, 
WANTS TO MAKE 
YOUR BOSS AN 
OFFER HE CANT 
REFUSE, JUST LIKE 
HE DID WITH ME , 
V RECENTLY.* A 


ME? j 

I'M THE^ 
f GUY YOU 
1 SHOULDN'T 
\ HAVE BIT, j 


^ SO, IF YOU WANT X 
ME TO DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT THAT POISON 
COURSING THROUGH 
YOUR SYSTEM, WE NEED 
. TO START AT THE , 
BEGINNING. / 


*see issue 199"Todd 







"T-VW' 


CANT 

BE. 


SHE HAD 
ANSWERS 

































W-.iPF 

I CAN. . 
TO^O^ROw... 
MA'rBE THEN 
I CAN HOLE 
IT... 


WHO'S 

w 

THERE? 


like 

THE 

SUN., 


UH? 


^ 1 SAID, ^ 
WHO'S IN 
t THERE? , 


fT LADY, I ^ 
DON'T KNOW 
HOW YOU GOT 
HERE, BUT YOU 
SHOULDN'T BE 
. HERE. IT ISN'T , 
hv SAFE* > 


...is 

NICE... AND 
BRIGHT... 


r DO YOU ^ 
UNDERSTAND? 
ITS NOT SAFE 
^ HERE. 


WHAT..? 


■f -f r *' ' i 


/ V* 















^ "N/ never ^ 

wsVOO! mind, 

MOW'D K_, YOU SAID 
YOU GET j| ( YOU KNEW ME, 
DOWN ?Jm [ SAID YOU KNEW 
^ V WHO 1 WASH j 


X ALL THAT \ 

f STUFF ABOUT 1 
HEAVEN AND GOD, 
WHAT'S THAT ALL 
MEAN? HOW DO I 
. FIT INTO ANY OF , 

\ that? y 


SSncwbiudS 


r ANSWER N 
ME/! DAMMIT.' 

WHATS 
WRONG WITH 
v you ?! ^ 


HAS SOMEONE \ 
f DONE SOMETHING TO N 
YOU? IS THAT HOW YOU 
GOT DOWN FROM THERE? 

SOMEONE'S BEEN HERE 
. SINCE 1 LEFT? IS THAT 
V WHAT HAPPENED? 


LOOK AT X 
ME, DAMN 1 
YOU' WHAT'S 
WRONG --YOU 'RE 
NOT MAKING 
V ANY SENSE. ^ 


HE 

DIDN'T... 
LIKE ME 


MY GOD 
YOUR 
WINGS, 


THEY'RE 

GONE. 


s "" fljr 9 

Sfly/jVdK/ 

MTT V BM 
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•'/ ’*>v 

I'f 
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THEY MEED \ 
^ THEIR WINGS. IT'S WHERE ^ 
MOST OF THEIR POWER COMES 
FROM, AND WHAT IDENTIFIES 
THEM. ONCE REMOVED-- OR 
^ RIPPED OFF— THEY ALL 60 > 
V QUITE INSANE. 


JUST ^ 
LIKE HER 
. MIND. 


AND IT HAPPENS X 
RAPIDLY. AN HOUR. 
MAYBE TWO. BUT THE 
WORSE THING THAT 
CAM HAPPEN TO ONE 
OF THEM, IS TO LOSE 
, THEIR WINGS HERE , 
X ON EARTH 


BECAUSE, 

T besides their X 

MADNESS, WHICH OVER- 
TAKES THEM LIKE SOME 
SOUPED-UP ALZHEIMER'S 
DESEASE, THEY ALSO LOSE 
ALL SENSE OF WHO THEY 
k WERE. THEY FORGET J 
■k THEIR PAST. 


THEN THEY 
BLEND INTO YOUR 
WORLD. ESSENTIALLY 
TURNING INTO 
ANOTHER ONE OF 
YOUR MANY HOME- 
LESS CITIZENS. 











BUT THE \ 
}W VOICES INSIDE N 
/f TOLD ME TO COME 
ffl BACK * THAT I WAS 
NEEDED...TQ HELP 
rm WITH EARTH'S . 
< SALVATION. y 


THE DOCTORS, 
r NURSES. TEACHERS. 1 
EVEN MY OWN PARENTS. 
THEY ALL THOUGHT I WAS 
CRAZY. BUT I COULD SEE 
THEM. THEY WERE EVERY- 
WHERE. ALL AROUND US. 

BUT STILL, NO ONE 
WANTED TO LISTEN. THEY 
SAID 1 WAS BEING DIFF1- 
L CULT DELUSIONAL. A 
PARANOID. 


SAID ^ 
1 WAS 

BECOMING A 


AND SO 1 DID. 

1 BECAME THEIR 
LITTLE FREAK A 
k. BOY. ^ 


1 1 1 X YOU > 

DON'T. 

P—-J BUT THAT'S 
r HOW \ NOT WHY 
DO I V I CAME 
KNOW ITKBACK. A 
WASN'T / ■ 


r DO \ 
YOU v 
KNOW 
WHO 
DID 
THIS?, 


X/ TVE TRAVELED 
y TOO FAR. THROUGH^ 
TOO MANY OBSTACLES. 
I'VE SEEN THINGS MY 
WHOLE LIFE, THINGS 
THAT WERE IMPOSSIBLE 
TO SEE. THINGS NO ONE 
t ELSE WANTED TO , 
k BELIEVE WERE A 
THERE. ^<jl 


*See issue 70 --Todd 
















XT BECAUSE I'M ^ 
LOOKING FOR 
ANSWERS AND RIGHT 
NOW I'LL TAKE 'EM 
, FROM WHOEVER 
V I HAVE TO. 


W I DON'T ^W! 
/ GIVE A CRAP \ 
HOW YOUR 
CHILDHOOD WAS 
WHAT'S YOUR 
CONNECTION 
k TO THAT J 

angel? y 


r did ^ 
YOU SEE 1 
WHO TOOK 
THE ANGEL 
DOWN? 
WHY'D THEY 
. BEAT 
k HER? A 


y NO, BUT ^ 
I CAN THINK 1 
OF A THOUSAND 
REASONS WHY 
HER ENEMIES 
t WOULD WANT j 
V TO. 




MV ^ 
► INFORMATION, ~ 
INFORMATION I INTENt? 
ON GBTVHG. 50 YOU 
EITHER WATCH OR WALK 
AWAY. aUTl'M 6£TflN6 

v wuatx Neet? from > 

HER, 



r OR WHAT, 
YOU'LL HURT 
^ ME? * 


VT LOOK AT 
r YOU, YOU CAN T 
BARELY CONTROL 
YOURSELF. YOUR 
SPIKES ARE GET- 
TING LONGER AND 
HARDER. WHAT'S 
THE MATTER, I'M 
V GETTING YOU A 
TV EXCITED? yj 










r YOU FEEL X M _ 

IT, DON'T YOU? \ \\ \ 

YOUR POWERS. 1 \\ A 

THEY'RE SLIPPING A \\ m 1 

AWAY. ^ L ^— v w 

x: ^ 7 ^ LOOK AT YQU*Xfig 
SV / NOW. YOUR SPIKES X 

V V 7 HAVE RETREATED, YOUR 
- ( EYES HAVE DIMMED. YOUR 

' COSTUME IS STRUGGLING 
X TO EVEN SURVIVE ITS 
v\ V BONDING PROCESS A 

3H WITH YOU. 


' IS THAT ^ 
ASKING TOO 
v MUCH? > 


^ YOU'RE NOT ^ 
MUCH MORE 
THAN A HUMAN 
v RIGHT NOW. ^ 


COSTUME? 


YOU \\ _ 

HEAR )}p^==^ : 
MSfl THAT# 
ENOUGH" 


^ I JUST WANT ^ 
TO KNOW WHO I AM 
AND WHY ALL OF THIS 

^ IS happening. ^ 










IS THAT 
WHAT THIS IS? A 
COSTUME? 


I THOUGHT 
IT WAS ME, THAT 
MY BODY WAS 
SOMEHOW.,* 
DISEASED, 


OH, YOU'RE 
SICK ALRIGHT. YOU 
JUST DON'T KNOW THE 
FULL EXTENT OF IT YET. 
YOUR COSTUME IS 
MAKING YOU CONFUSED, 
TRYING TO BLUR WHO'S 
A FRIEND AND WHO'S 
AN ENEMY. 

AND IF YOU 
DON'T FIGURE IT 
OUT SOON, OR WREST 
CONTROL OF YOUR- 
SELF, THE MASTERS OF 
BOTH CHAD'S AND 
ORPER WILL SOON 
UNRAVEL TOO. 


NOW, 
WON'T THAT 
BE FUN? 





r YOU'RE 1 
NOTHING 
BUT THE 
> DEVIL/ A 













r NOW THAT'S 
iRONICf THE 
POT CALLING 
THE KETTLE 
V BLACK' > 


I KNOW 
YOU, 


OH YEAH? 


AND,,, 

YOUR 

Plans 


' CHRIST] 
HAS EVERY- 
ONE GONE 
v MAD? , 


^ WHAT'S ^ 
SHE WHISPERING 
^ ABOUT? ^ 


r SHE S OFF ^ 
THE DEEP END, 1 
CANT YOU SEE? 
SHE'S GOT NOTHING 
RATIONAL TO SAY 
ANYMORE. DON'T 
k. LISTEN TO HER, A 


ISN’T v — 

THAT YOU'VE ~ 

RIGHT" 7 JUST BECOME 
^ J ANOTHER LITTLE 

LIKE THE 

^ REST OF US. a 


HE'S.,, 
EVIL.,, , 


DON'T 

LISTEN 








...NOT 

EVERYONE 




v^ : y(iV4.-. - , ■■ 
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[VIcFAR LANE 
CAPULLO 



PART 

MIME 








r you ^ 

SHE, SOME 
OF US HOLD 
THE SECRETS 
YOU'RE 
SEARCHING 
l FOR, 


ABOUT " 
YOUR COSTUME 
ABOUT YOUR 
POWERS. 


BUT MOST 
IMPORTANTLY ■ 

ABOUT * i 



; u , 


_ r r r 


1 






















^ SO, COME > 
CLOSER , AND 
I LL TELL YOU WHY 
THEY CHOSE YOU 
TO BE THEIR NEW 

. spawn. 


r YES, ^ 
THAT'S 
RIGHT... THEY 
GAVE YOU A 
NAME. 


WHERE'RE 

YOU 

GOING? 


GET USED 

to it; 


DON'T LISTEN' " 
HE WANTS TO KILL 
YOU. ITS WHAT HE 

w does; 



r ill 1/ 

£ 

k 1 


J J > H 

JL - 1 1 



,lTj. 

l u }A ' 

i V i U ll JI. * 

















HE NEEDS ^ 
HIS POWERS^ VOU TO LEAVE 
DON'T WORK THE CIRCLE. 
INHERE / j. WHERE YOU'LL 

BE WEAK. V 


R\6lAT? 


s ARE YOU > 
SCREWING WITH 
MEf OR vo you 
REALLY MVE 
V A N6WER3f > 


WWJCU 

IT? 



Jli, 1,11! V r ■ j i 1 

y%kS'i 

u 








FOOL] 


THERE'S 

T ANOTHER— JUST A 
UKE YOU- WHO'S 
ENTERING THE ALLEYS 
AND HE'S FAR MORE 
DANGEROUS TO 
^ MY PLANS. / 


w I WAS ^ 
GOING TO KILL 
YOU... BUT NOT 
. NOW/ 


STAY AT THE 
DGE. r WHERE 


HE'S POWERLESS / 


WHERE HE CANT 
PENETRATE/ ^ 













THERE YOU 
ARE' 


r THATS ^ 
RIGHT, AMD 
TONIGHT ONE OF 
US DtESf! ^ 


WHY THE 
NEW-FOUND 
BRAVERY? 


W BECAUSE^ 
WHEN YOU 
THREATEN A 
SPAWN, ..YOU 
THREATEN 

KM£f A 


UNGH 


W-EW. 


THAT'S 
^ OIN6 TO 
LEAVE A 
lUARK. 


NOT 

THAT/ 


UMPHH 


Sg§-< EVERYONE 

STILL 

SAFE? 

-C J2 I DON'T 
THINK THAT THING 
WILL BE BOTHERING : 

US AGAIN. ESPECIALLY^® 
^ YOU, SPAWN. 











LOOK--! CAME XL 
r HERE TO HELP, I KNOW 
WHAT THAT COSTUME'S 
ABOUT AND WHAT YOU'RE 
GOING THROUGH, I'VE 
v BEEN DOWN THIS SAME j 
X^ PATH TOO. yV 


' BUT, IXL ALSO ^ 
UNDERSTAND IF 
YOU'D RATHER BE 
, LEFT ALONE. > 


I KNOW 
I DID, 


y WHAT X 
ABOUT YOU, ^ 
FREAK? NEED A 
RIDE SOME- 
PLACE? ALWAYS 
LIKE TO HELP A . 
V BROTHER, y 


WHATEVER 


r so STAY X 
AWAY FROM 
ME. JUST STAY 


W GUESS ^ 
r HE NEVER 
NOTICED WE 
BOTH HAVE THE 
l SAME RED 
k EYES 


THAT'S 
THE TROUBLE 
WITH THIS WAR. 
IT TAKES ITS TOLL 
ON ALL OF US. 
EVEN GOD'S ARMY 
k^ SUFFERS. yL 


YOU'RE 
NOT MY 
BROTHER/ 


WHATEVER 


W GUESS ^ 
r HE NEVER 
NOTICED WE 
BOTH HAVE THE 
l SAME RED 
k EYES 


THAT'S 
THE TROUBLE 
WITH THIS WAR. 
IT TAKES ITS TOLL 
ON ALL OF US. 
EVEN GOD'S ARMY 
k^ SUFFERS, y 


r so STAY X 
AWAY FROM 
ME. JUST STAY 


^ NO. x 
THERE'S NO 
v WAY. > 


y THIS X 
ISN'T RIGHT/ ^ 
HE'S FROM 
HELL, AND 
AREN'T YOU?/ 
YOU'RE FROM 
X HELL/ A 


i y BUT YOU x?' 
Y and i, spawn, 1 
WERE CREATED 
THERE. THIS.. THIS 
FREAK HERE, CAME 
THROUGH THE BACK 
DOOR, AND AS YOU 
CAN SEE, HE DIDN'T 
tw WEATHER IT A 
lb TOO WELL. yZ 


ALL 
THREE 
OF US 
ARE. 


THAT'S 
A LIE// 













r JUST . ■ 

LOOK AT THE LONGER 

HER. AN ANGEL GOES WITH- \ 
mtm* OUT ITS WINGS, THEY SAY, 
An THE CRAZIER THEY BECOME. 
HKifi IT'S A SHAME, REALLY. I CAN'T 
ml IMAGINE WHAT KIND OF SICK 
MHfc. MIND WOULD DO SOME- Z 
f'Mm THING LIKE THAT.* ^T‘ 


^ THE FALLOUT ^ 
OF THIS BATTLE 
NEVER CEASES TO 
v AMAZE ME. j 


OEW'J 


"see issue 191--Todd. 



&ME £>AIP 

e>ue knew 

m. 


NOT 

ANY- 

MORE 


THEN I'LL 
FINC HER 
ATTACHE, «! 


WHY? 


r SHE'D NEVER 'K 
TELL HER ENEMIES 
ANYTHING. EVEN 
DURING TORTURE. 
THAT'S WHY THEY'RE 
V GOD'S ELITE. ^ 











^ whatever ^ 
SECRETS SHE MAY 
HAVE HELD, YOU'RE 
NOT GETTING , 
W THEM. 


AS YOU 

r CAN SEE, ~ 
SHE'S TRYING TO 
STRIP HERSELF OF 
i EVERYTHING... , 
k. LITERALLY, ^ 


^ WHERE ^ 
C?0 YOU FIT 
INTO ALL 
v THI£? > 



DONT 

KNOW. 


STILL ^ 

TRYING TO 
FIGURE THAT 
v OUT. M 


v BUT I ^ 
THOUGHT 
WE COULD 
HELP EACH 
. OTHER. / 


WHY? 


WHY 

NOT? 



LOOK AT MY FACE^^^B 
SEE THIS BLACK MARK? ^ 
V IT'S AN W. THE SAME SYMBOL 
GROWING ON YOUR CHEST. 
WE'VE BOTH BEEN BRANDED, OR 
. RECRUITED, WHATEVER YOU WANT 
L TO CALL IT— BUT WE BOTH COME, 
FROM THE SAME PLACE, 
B^^AND THAT'S HELL 


YES. 1*^ 

w THERE IS ^ 
Pf SUCH A PLACE. 

I YOUR COSTUME'S 
l JUST TRYING TO 
k BLOCK THOSE 

lx memories. A 


aLOCKSN^f 

YOU'RE 

3AYIN6" 


THAT YOUR 

/ COSTUME'S AL/VF. \ 
r THAT'S CORRECT. > 
HAVEN'T YOU NOTICED 
HOW IT SLITHERS ON 
YOUR BODY WHEN IT 
APPEARS? AND SINCE 
YOU'RE STILL NEW TO IT, 
THE PAIN MUST BE 
i ALMOST UNBEARABLE 
k WHILE IT'S STILL ^ 
W ADJUSTING, 


TO WHAT? 
















YOU NEED TO ^4 
RELAX, EMBRACE IT, 
THEN YOU'LL BEGIN TO 
CONTROL tZ INSTEAD 
< OF THE OTHER WAY 
AROUND, ^ 


THAT'S — ^[rMI 
IT. VERY I Kr 

GOOD. ^ 
j^r IT S STILL 

LIKE A WILD ANIMAL 
/ THAT NEEDS TAMING. 1 
f THArS WHY YOUR SPIKES 
SO CRAZY AND YOUR 
^ SHROUD JUST POPPED 
\ OUT. IT S FIGHTING > 
A YOU AND THfS A 
feilfcw PLACE. ' 


^ TH£ AN6EL-" N 
6U£ bAW I 
eoMtmnG, 
$OM£T64IN£ TO 
jSOi?. 90£$ THAT 
MAKE AHY J 

K Stubs'? A 


THE 

FARTHER 
YOU GET AWAY 
FROM THIS 
SPOT THE 
BETTER YOU'LL 
BE. A 


W ^ WE'VE ALL ^ 
DONE THINGS WE'D 
LIKE TO HIDE FROM 
WHAT MATTERS 
K NOW IS... ^ 


mOA! 


I'VE 
GOTTA 
GO ! ! 



tSSSW vour 1 

NAME? 

I DIDN'T 
CATCH 
A YOUR 
NOW? K NAME, j 


NEED 
TO BE 
SOME- 
PLACE 


f GREAT' 
I'LL BE 
fc IN CON- 
Sk TACT. 


wow? 


JIM. OW 
POWNINS 


•nrz*am» 









Manhattan. 





^ think N 

THIS IS 
NORTEGCrS 
, DOING? < 


r has ^ 

TO BE, HE 
OWNED THE 
JOINT, j 


s SEE WHAT ^ 
OUR COPS 
KNOW, I'LL BE 
k INSIDE, a 








HEY' 1 f YOU'RE 
> ^—4 TOO FAT 

[ BURKE' .TO FIT..., 


r DID 

YOU — 
GET AN 
l 1-0.7 / YEAH 


HEARD 

OF 

r NAME'S \HlM 

johnny mm 

ROMERO. ^ 

you 

know Am 
L HIM? W 


^ ^ HE X 

WHERE! TRIED \ 
FROM ? J TO \ 
MUSCLE IN 
TXSM ON SOME OF 
XXS NORTE GO'S 
£^£2, TURF, BUT I 
ipXXj HEARD THEY 

' SOME 

■ //JB4 KIND OF A 
/Mm. deal. £ 


y you 

THINK THIS 
IS SOME KIND 
OF DELAYED 
\ PAYBACK? J 



r NOT TO ^ 
MENTION THE 
ST. ANTHONY'S 
k EXPLOSION, a 


BUT I'M 
GUESSING IT'S 
SOMEHOW TIED INTO 
HIS GANG GETTING 
V BUTCHERED.* ^ 


^see issue 189" Todd 









THIS IS 

GOING TO GET 
OUT OF CONTROL 
V REAL FAST, v 


WE HAVE 
TO FIND 
SPAWN. 


THINK FIFTY 
BUCKS WILL 
COVER IT? 


SUPER - PAWN 

BUY - SELL - TRADE - CA 


^ YOU'RE ^ 
ABOUT SEVEN 
HUNDRED 
V SHORT. 4 


REALLY, 


KEEP 

WALKING 


w r^rr> m 


wow, 


YOU HAVEN'T 
7 HEARD FROM HIM 1 
IN MONTHS, WHY'S HE 
GOING TO REAR HIS HEAD 
NOW? GUY'S ALWAYS 
BEEN LIKE A GODDAMN 
t GHOST COMING AND A 
GOING AS HE... ^ 


r AND 1 
HOW DO 
YOU 

PROPOSE 
WE DO 
L THAT? A 


MY 

BAD, 


DIDN'T 
SEE IT 
THERE. 


THAT'LL 1 

BE GOING 
ON MY 
REPORT. 


) OH, ^ 

/SCREW 

YOU , 

JOHNSON.' 




" HERE, I SAID ^ 

I'LL PAY FOR ^ { TAKE YOUR 

THE STUPID *■ 4 DAMN BLOOD 

V THING. , TAKE K MONEY/' . 
— -""A IT. 












Y so ^ 

r HOW DO ' 
YOU FIGURE 
WE FIND 
S SPAWN? J 


Y WANT ME 
TO GET A COUPLE 
OF ROOKIES TO DO 
A SWEEP OF THE 
ALLEYS? 


MAYBE 


MAYBE? 


^ WELL, THEN 
TELL ME,GENIUS 
HOW'RE YOU*. 












WHAT IN 
THE 

CHRIST?? 


HEY BUDDY** 

VOU TRYING TO 
GET YOURSELF 
V KILLED? > 


IDIOT/ 



r NOW ^ 
WHAT'S HE 
DOING? 


SAM, WE 
DON'T 
HAVE TIME 
FOR THIS*, 


r HE'S " 
NOT 
GOING 
t TO r „ 




) 

m 

rl 

£ 


* 










WiPE!!/'<' 


C'WON 


r l JUST ^ 
WAXED tr 
TESTER- 
S DAYi A 


C'MON 


^ 1 DON'T ^ 
HAVE ALL 

night for 

v THIS. > 







YOU'RE 
UNDER 
ARREST / 


FINALLY. 


WHAT 
DID YOU 
JUST 
v SAY? * 


PARDON? 




HAVING A 
HARD TIME 
BREATHING, 
, ARE YOU? 


WE'LL > 
SEE HOW 
TOUGH 
YOU ARE 
ROTTING 
t IN JAIL. , 




r 1 DON'T > 
THINK HE 
CAN BREATHE 
WITH YOU 
V ON TOR > 


THAT'S 

RIGHT. 


I'M WOT 
SO 

TOUGH, 













r GOOD, ^ 
HEADING 
TO FLORIDA 
NEXT 

\ MONTH. y 


r HEY, ^ 
TOMMY. 
HOW YOU 
AND THE 
MISSUS 

, DOING? j 


HEY, CALM 
DOWN BACK 
. THERE... 


THAT'S GREAT 


/ OKAY, \ 
LET'S V 
START WITH! 
YOUR FIRST f 
, NAME, 
MISTER, 
THEN GO S 
f FROM M 
k THERE. I 


X 1 NEED YOU TO 

^ BOOK THIS LITTLE MIDGET N 
OR DWARF, OR WHATEVER 
THEY'RE CALLING THEM THESE 
DAYS, SURPRISINGLY, HE 
DOESN'T HAVE IDENTIFICATION 
v ON HIM. TWITCH WILL READ , 
YOU THE CHARGES. 


X i dont x 

f WANT ANY > 
FUNNY BUSINESS. 
AND WHY 'RE 
YOUR EYES SO 
DAMN RED? YOU 
, ON SOME- y 

\ thing? y 


NOTHING 
FUNNY 
BACK HERE 


PlSSPNG 
QM ViY 
HOOD. 


r THAT'S 
FAIRLY 
MATURE 
SIR. 


TO HELL 

WITH 

MATURE.' 


ITS 

OVER- 

RATED 


1 HAVE A 


THEN ^ 
TURN ON HIS 
WIPERS JUST 
TO SMEAR 

IT IN. ^ 


I SWEAR! EVERY 

r TlME I START FEELING 
GOOD ABOUT THIS JOB, 

1 MEAN, TO THE POINT 
WHERE I ACTUALLY DON'T 
MIND GETTING UP IN THE 
L MORN|NG-*I HAVE TO 
1 DEAL WITH ANOTHER ONE 
OF THESE FRIGGiN' 
WHACK JOBS, 


GOOD MIND TO 
FIND OUT WHERE HE 
LIVES. DRIVE STRAIGHT 
OVER THERE AND LAY 
GIANT FOOT-LONG 
TURD RIGHT ON HIS 
WINDSHIELD. 




’-Z 

SvJv; 

m* . 

1' • 

k v. ■ .. A 













I UNDERSTAND UN- 
IT'S LATE, BUT YOU ^ 
HAVEN'T BEEN RETURNING 
MY CALLS. AND THE DESK 
SERGEANT SAID YOU A 
^ WORKED NIGHTS, m 


Langley, Virginia 



I'M NOT ASKING 

r FOR you to do my ^ 

WORK, AND YES, 1 UNDER- 
STAND WHERE MY JURISDIC' 
TION IS. I JUST THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT BE CONCERNED 
WITH A POSSIBLE MURDER 
k CASE THAT LEADS TO A 
YOUR CITY. 


MY 

MISTAKE 


^ NOW 
JUST... CALM 
l DOWN, 


YEAH? 


r WELL, 
SAME TO 
, YOU. . 


^ LINDA, V 
BOOK ME ON THE 
NEXT FUGHT TO 
NEW YORK f I'LL 
DEAL WITH THIS IN 
PERSON/ ^ 


1 APPRECIATE THAT, 
BUT WE'RE ALL BUSY WITH 
CASES. THAT'S THE 
REASON FOR MY CALL. 


I FAXED TO YOUR 
OFFICE A LIST OF PEOPLE 
WHO AREN'T CO-OPERATING 
WITH OUR HOMICIDE INVESTI- 
GATION. I WAS HOPING YOU 
MIGHT SHED SOME LIGHT AS 
TO WHY THEIR SUDDEN 
SHYNESS, 


*1 

KNOVO\- 
I^MT Yni 1 Y 


^ YOU KNOW, N, 
I THOUGHT YOU 
WERE JUST BEING 
A LITTLE ANAL 
^ AT FIRST... ^ 












X ** P 0UT YOU'RE X 
RIGHT, THIS 
WINSTON CASE ISN'T 
AS SIMPLE AS EVERY- 
. ONE WANTS US TO 
X MAKE IT. 


' THE EASY ^ 
QUESTION THAT 
KEEPS BUGGING 
^ ME,.. ^ 



wi tv ^ 

hJ. WHY DO 

W HIGH RANKING ^ 
W OFFICIALS NEED THIS 
f TO GO AWAY SO 
BADLY? I EVEN HEARD 
THERE'S TALK OF 
i REMOVING US FROM 
\ THE CASE, IF WE KEEP 
“X TURNING OVER > 
X ROCKS, / 



W WHAT ^ 
DO YOU 1 
THINK YOU CAN 
ACCOMPLISH 
IN NEW . 
L YORK? A 


A MAN ^ 
r inexplicably 1 

SLOWING HIS 
HEAD OFF 
DOESN'T SEEM TO 
t ALARM THEM 
V MUCH, W 


" SO, I M >> 
WITH YOU, SIR, 
WE NEED TO 
FIND ANSWERS 
SOONER THAN 
. LATER, ^ 



BUT WE RE 
GETTING TOO 
MUCH RESISTANCE 
HERE. MAYBE I CAN GET 
ONE OF WINSTON'S 
CLIENTS THERE TO 
OPEN UP 


NOT 

SURE 


AND IF 
NOTHING 
ELSE, I'D LIKE TO 
MEET THIS COP 
THAT'S GIVING ME 
A BLEEDING 
ULCER. 



r YOU ' 
TWO HAVE 
ANYTHING 
. ELSE? , 


JUST 

ONE 

THING 


~ WHEN X 
YOU GET THERE, 
TELLE M I THINK 
THE YANKEES 
SUCK/ ^ 







K I'LL BE > 
BACK IN A 
FEW HOURS 
WITH YOUR 
, DINNER, y 


K I'LL BE > 
BACK IN A 
FEW HOURS 
WITH YOUR 
, DINNER, y 


SERIOUSLY? 


^ YOU X 
THOUGHT THIS 
LITTLE TRICK OF 
YOURS WOULD 
v WORK? y 


ALRIGHT MR. 
KERR YOU'RE 
v IN HERE, > 


^ WHAT ARE YOU, x 
HANDICAPPED? 
ONLY GUY TO SET 
BEAT m A FOOT 
RACE BY BURKE 
^ Afaff/ MaR* 



r THAT I ^ 
WOULDN'T 
FIND YOU? THAT 
SOMEHOW YOU 
COULD HIDE 
L FROM ME? y 













K C'MON, Nfl 

CLAUDIO. WHEN ^ 
YOU'RE BETTER THEY TOLD 
j-,. THAAI TH/C. ^ ME THAT 


DOESN'T 

MATTER, 

THEY'RE 

DEAD 

NOW. 


WHO 

TOLD 

YOU? 



BUT YOU 

/ THOUGHT THE 
SAFEST PLACE WAS I COULD 

TO BE SURROUNDED J HAVE WALKED 1 
BY A BUNCH OF COPS? RIGHT THROUGH 
AND THAT SOMEHOW THE FRONT DOORS 
L THEY'D PROTECT A AND TAKEN YOU 
\ YOU FROM REGARDLESS OF 




what 

DO YOU J^— ^ 

NEED? yA 1 wAnT 

— -n TO TALK 
1 TO YOUR 
. r\j3Q$$ 


I V- ‘ OSS -..lb 1 


^ I'M GOING 
TO CONVINCE 
HIM THAT HE 
NEEDS TO WORK 
^ FOR ME. 


^ HIM AND 
HIS ENTIRE 
ARMY OF BLOOD 
v SUCKERS. 



AND WHY 
WOULD HE 
DO THAT? 



BECAUSE 
LM NOT 
GOING TO 
GIVE HIM A 
CHOICE. 


YOU SEE, 

TONIGHT in THE 
ALLEYS, X FOUND THE 
LAST PIECE OF THE 
PUZZLE. 

HIS POWER- 
THE POWER OF 
SPAWN, COMBINED 
WITH MINE AND 
YOUR LEADER'S, 
WILL MAKE US... 

























Upstate New York 



f SO WE 

AREN'T V' POLICE, 
ABLE TO POLITICIANS 
SWEEP THE MEDIA, 
THIS AWAY 
AS FAST 
AS WE'D 
L LIKE. 


^ THEY'RE ALL ^ 
POKING THEIR HEADS 
INTO IT RIGHT NOW, , 


r WE DON'T NEED ^ 
A BUNCH OF GOODIE 
TWO-SHOES SNOOPING 
INTO OUR 'BUSINESS. 
BESIDES, I'VE GOT 
l ENOUGH QUESTIONS A 
^ MYSELF. ^ 


^ BUT NONE ^ 
Of THEM IS AS 
BIG A PROBLEM 
AS FINDING 
. PATIENT 47, „ 


r WE DON'T 
EVEN KNOW 
WHAT HE'LL 
REMEMBER" 
OR HOW 
l MUCH/ . 


W ... MY CONTACTS AT ^ 
THE POLICE FORCE SAY 
THEY'RE GOING TO TURN 
OVER A FEW MORE ROCKS 
BEFORE THEY CAN PUT 
this CASE TO bed, A 


HE SAID THEY'RE 
T GETTING CAUGHT IN A ^ 
BUNCH OF POLITICAL GARBAGE, 
THE MAYOR'S OFFICE IS GETTING 
A TON OF CALLS FROM POTEN- 
TIAL VOTERS WANTING TO KNOW 
IF ST. ANTHONY'S WAS AN 
t ACCIDENT OR AN ORGANIZED A 
TERRORIST ATTACK, ^ 


1 TOLD YOU WE 
SHOULD HAVE GOTTEN 
RID OF THAT GUY A LONG 
TIME AGO/ BUT NO ONE 
WANTED TO LISTEN TO 
^ MEr DID THEY? 







IllllfrX 1 UNDER- X 

j r ! ' ■ 1 1 W STAMD WE NEED > 

TO GET HIM BACK, 
BUT WHO THE HELL 
LOUIE A TORCHED OUR 
CM ON, \ BUILDING IN THE 
LET HIM FIRST PLACE?* 
FINISH. / BECAUSE NONE OF 
<d OUR CURRENT 

K vk enemies are that / 

kNffX STUPID. 


mf ARF 

r YOU \ LET ME 
CRAZY?! \ FINISH. 
PATIENT 
47 'S MORE | 

THAN 

JUST A :■ 

DRIFTING j 
> PART! ( 


f FINE' 
GO 

AHEAD 
SAY 
YOUR 
l PIECE, 


X SO THE ^ 

MORE IMPORTANT 
QUESTION IS WHO 
DOES SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT 
W TO US? ^A 


NO 

CLUE 


BUT THEY 
DID IT 
ANYWAY. 


f AND I'M ^ 
SURE THEY'LL 
CONTINUE 
DOING IT UNTIL 
WE GIVE THEM 
A REASON 
^ NOT TO. 2 


HE'S 

RIGHT 


r WE'VE SPENT > 
TOO MANY YEARS 
BUILDING THIS UP TO 
GET WHERE WE 
ARE. AND NOW 
SOMEONE'S TRYING 
^ TO TAKE THAT. A 


THIS WAS 

f AN ACT OF WAR' 

AGAINST US. 
ATTACKING ONE OF 
OUR STRONGHOLDS 
WIPING OUT AN 
ENTIRE CREW, LIKE 
l THEY WERE A 
^ NOTHING. * A 


WE 

SHOULD 


WE 

DON'T 
LISTEN TO 
YOU, LOUIE, 
CUZ YOU'RE 
TOO DAMN 
EMOTIONAL.' 
NOW TAKE A 
BREATHER 
AND LET 
THE REST 
OF US 

talk. 


MY 

CONCERN 
RIGHT NOW IS 
MORE OF THE 
BIGGER PICTURE. 
I'M CONCERNED 
ABOUT PROTECT- 
ING OUR ENTfRE 
OPERATION. 
NOT JUST ONE 
PART THAT'S 
DRIFTED 
AWAY. 


— 4L 


* See issue lG9--Todd 


* See issue l6S-'Todd 









SHOW 

UP? 


HOW 

ABOUT 

RIGHT 

NOW' 


EVENING, 

r GENTLEMEN, 1 
PLEASE, DONT GET 
UR REALLY. STAY 
WHERE YOU ARE. 
I'M ONLY GOI NG TO 
NEED ABOUT FIVE 
l MINUTES OF 
^ YOUR TIME. A ■ 


THEN 
I'LL TAKE 
MY 

L LEAVE. , 


PARDON IVlY \ 

W INTERRUPTION, SIR, 
r BUT I TOO HAVE TAKEN THE > 
LIBERTY OF DISPATCHING 
SOME OF MY OWN MEN. AS I 
WAS PULLING UP TO THE HOUSE 
I RECEIVED WORD ONE OF 
. THEM IS COMING HERE WITH y 
k. SOME VERY VALUABLE A 
INFORMATION. 


l JUST ^ 
^ THOUGHT IT ^ 
WOULD BE IN OUR 
BEST INTEREST IF 
W" HOPEFULLY, ^ WE WERE TO TRY 
YOU DONT MIND ME AND POOL OUR 
TAKING SUCH A BOLD k. RESOURCES. A 

MOVE IN THESE 

A. MATTERS. aM 


^ WERE 
r ALL ANXIOUS TO ^ 

SORT THIS OUT ^ 

rOM.MY. SO WHATEVER 1 

WE HAVE TO DO TO PUT ■ 

A LID ON THIS THE 
WE'LL DO. I'M ALL WHEN ^ 
^ FOR EFFICIENCY. , ARE YOU 

EXPECTING 

YOUR 

TO... a 


I DIDN'T CALL ^ 
W YOU HERETO BICKER^ 
r AMONGST YOURSELVES, 1 
I CALLED YOU SO WE 
COULD PLAN, SO WE 
COULD FORM A STRATEGY 
FOR HOW TO REACT TO THIS 
NEW THREAT. MOST OF MY 
BEST MEN HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN MOBILIZED TRYING TO 
L FIND THE CONNECTION A 
^ BETWEEN THE TWO ^ 
ATTACKS. 


LEARD 

UGH. 


W AS WELL AS ^ 
TRYING TO FIND 
THE WHEREABOUTS 
OF OUR MISSING 
^ 'PATIENT'. 







r WHAT'S 

YOUR NAME,)/ / / / j 1 / . 

> _ son iAUJMjjj j j j , 

lf?3 (ffV\ IS NAME is\ 

•- ’i 1 ' A Vi GILBERT SANCHEZ, y 
// ill HE'S BEEN ... A 7/ 


r I'M NOT ^ 
TALKING TO 
YOU! X ASKED 
v HIM. > 


AS HE 
SAID, ITS 
GILBERT 
SANCHEZ. 


W WELL 
■ THEN GILBERT’ 
IF I WERE YOU, 
I'D BE VERY 
CAREFUL HOW I 
CONDUCTED 
MYSELF IN 
l THE NEXT FEW . 
L. MINUTES. A 


w MY ^ 

APOLOGIES. 

I MEANT NO 
DISRESPECT, 
MR. 

N0RTEGO. > 


T INSTEAD, ^ 
I'M HERE 
TO TELL YOU 
THAT I'VE 
SUCCESSFULLY 
LOCATED YOUR 
k TARGET. A 


r 1 BELIEVE YOU LIKE "■ 
TO REFER TO HIM AS "PATIENT 
47'. THOUGH, THESE DAYS, 
HE GOES BY THE NAME OF 
JIM DOWNING. ^ 


SEEMS HE GOT BOUNCED 
X AROUND A FEW HOSPITALS 
AFTER ST. ANTHONY'S BOMBING. WE'D 
HAVE FOUND HIM SOONER BUT SINCE 
THERE AREN'T ANY MEANINGFUL 
RECORDS Of HIS EXISTENCE, MEDI 
NOR OTHERWISE, THE HOSPITAL 
PERSONNEL WE SPOKE WITH WERE 
V JUST AS BAFFLED AS WE 
^ WERE AT FIRST. 


r IMAGINE ALL 
THE CONFUSION 
THEY WERE DEALING 
WITH. I'M SURE YOU 
READ ABOUT IT IN 
v THE PAPERS. 


CHRIST, ^ 
LOUIE, HE'S 
EVEN COCKIER 
THAN YOU 
k. ARE. ^ 


JESUS! 





r so ^ 

YOU DON'T 
KNOW 
WHERE HE'S 
k AT? 


r LIKE I ^ 

said, not at 

THIS EXACT 
MOMENT. 


/ WELL,., 

' urn... i 
WE'VE LOST 
TRACK OF 
HIM AT THIS 
MOMENT. 
BUT HE'LL BE 
BACK AT THE 
NURSE'S 
l PLACE FOR j 
\ SURE. A 


+ See issue 131 --Todd 


^ WHO ELSE ^ 
KNOWS WE 
REFER TO HIM AS 
. 'PATIENT 47? < 


. \ ONE OF THE NURSES 

LONG that USED TO BABY SIT HIM 

STORY r ATSTt ANTHONY'S TOOK HIM HOME 
SHORT, wrrH HER r SO FAR SHE ISN'T SAYING 
WE MUCH, BUT WHEN WE PAID HER A 
FOUND vjsit; THIS JIM DOWNING GUY COMES 
TO HER RESCUE AND ROUGHS UP 
ONE OF MY GUYS A BIT.* 


THE 

GUY. 


MY GUY DID SAY 
THOUGH THAT DOWNING IS 
MESSED UP SOMEHOW. HIS EYES 
WERE ALL CRAZY-LIKE AND STUFF 
HE EVEN SAID HE WAS COMING 
AFTER ME AND WHOEVER I 
WORKED FOR, 

BEEN WAITING FOR 
HIM TO MAKE HIS MOVE, BUT 
SO FAR NOTHING. JUST ACTING 
TOUGH, I GUESS. 

WHERE IS ‘ 

HE NOW? 


NAD A, 

BOSS 
SAID 
NOT TO 
MENTION 
TP 











jr LOOK, 

/ GENTLEMEN, \ 
I CAN ASSURE 
YOU THAT WHEN- 
EVER YOU NEED US 
TO PICK HIM UR 
WE LL BE ABLE 
V TO DELIVER / 
V HIM.,. / 









GET IP 

OUT/ I'LL CALL 
^ YOU IF YOU 'RE 1 
W NEEDED. IN THE 
■ MEANTIME. I WANT 
TO KNOW WHO 
ft THE HELL 
9HL ATTACKED MY A 
A BUILDINGS ?! A 


YES, MR. 
NORTE GO. 


X HOW DARE X 
f ANY OF YOU \! 
ENTRUST OUR A 
SECRETS TO RANK 
AMATEURS/ OUR 
LIVELIHOODS ARE AT 
STAKE AND YOU'RE 
SENDING BOYS TO j 
\ DO MENS' A 
X work/ cm 












EVENING 


WE'RE GETTING 
READY TO CLOSE UP 
TOR THE NIGHT. SO YOU'VE 
ONLY GOT ABOUT TEN 
MINUTES OR SO. 


r DON'T MEAN ^ 
TO RUSH YOU, 
BUT ITS BEEN A 
^ LONG DAY. . 


r TELL 
ME 

ABOUT 
. IT. . 









OH YEAH, 
WHO'S 
ASKING? 


GIVE ME 
WHATEVER YOU 
HAVE ON TAP, 


DOMESTIC 
OR IMPORT? 


DOMESTIC 
WILL BE FINE, 

thanks. 


I'M ALSO 

r WONDERING IF YOU ^ 
MIGHT HELP ME OUT? I'M 
LOOKING FOR A GUY 
NAMED SANCHEZ. HEARD 
HE SPENDS A LOT OF 
TIME HERE. ^ 



^ SOMEONE ^ 
WITH 

INFORMATION 
ABOUT A GUY 
NAMED JIM 
w DOWNING. A 















r THAT'S 
FINE. I CAN 
WAIT, 


SANCHEZ 
ISN'T HERE, 
HASN'T BEEN 
ALL DAY, 


















r THE BACK ^ 
ENTRANCE TO 
AN ALLEY. HOW 
. ORIGINAL, j 


^ YOU GOT ^ 
SOME GODDAMN 
DEATH WISH OR 
. SOMETHING? . 


I'M JUST ^ 
LOOKING FOR 
SANCHEZ. 




gr so x 
r YOU GIVE \ 
ME ONE 
GOOD 

reason why 

I DON'T POP 
l YOU RIGHT j 
Cy HERE?/ A 

































OH, IS 

THAT 

RIGHT? 


WELL, LET 

f ME TELL YOU 1 
SOMETHING YOU 
PECKERHEAD, YOU 
CAN JUST SUCK 
MY0O0O. 

L YOU GOT A 
THAT?' 


v- .<||UI* 


" TH AT FAT GUY " 
IN THE MAKE-UP 
AND ANOTHER 
PRISONER HAVE 
DISAPPEARED. . 


WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN 
DISAPPEARED? 


SAM. 
TWITCH. 
YOU'RE 
NOT 
GOING 
TO LIKE 
THIS' 


r WELL, ^ 
f YOU DO 
WHATEVER 
YOU NEED TO 
YOU KNOW 
l WHERE I'M j 
k AT. A 


I S THAT 
SOME 
KIND OF 
THREAT? 


WHAT? 











JFK International Airport 


breep 

breep 

foreep 



YEAH, 

JUST 

LANDED 


^ ANY LUCK ON > 
ANY OF THOSE 
NAMES YOU WERE 
GOING TO RUN 
V FORME? > 


HELLO? 

DETECTIVE 

ROWAND 

SPEAKING, 


r OH > 
HEY, 
LINDA, 
WHArs 
, UP? < 



YOU 

SURE? 


" TOO BAD, ' 
I WAS HOPING 
ONE OF THEM 
WOULD GIVE 
US SOME KIND 
. OF LEAD, 


WHAT DO 1 DO NOW? 

CROSS MY FINGERS AND 
HOPE 1 TRIP OVER SOMETHING 
REAL SOON . I HAD ANOTHER THREE 
MESSAGES WAITING ON MY PHONE, 
WHEN I GOT OFF THE PLANE, FROM 
THE MAYOR'S OFFICE. MY GUESS 
IS WE HAVE ABOUT ANOTHER WEEK 
ON THIS AND THEN SOMEONE'S 
GOING TO PULL THIS OUT 
FROM UNDER US. 

I'M TELLING 
YOU, LINDA, WHO- 
EVER THIS WINSTON 
GUY WAS, HE SURE AS 
HELL HAD SOMEONE 
PROTECTING HIM. WHAT 
ABOUT THE BULLET 
CASING? BALLISTICS 
REPORT COME 
BACK YET? 



NOTHING OUT OF 

r THE ORDINARY, REALLY. IT'S AN ^ 
OBSCURE CASING, BUT IF YOU KNOW 
WHERE TO LOOK YOU CAN FIND THEM. 
I'M RUNNING A LIST OF MANUFACTURERS 
AND RETAILERS IN THE STATE THAT a 
MIGHT HAVE HAD THEM. ^ 


THAT'S RIGHT. 

V JUST ONE CHAMBER 1 
WAS LINED WITH IT NO 

OTHER TRACES OF IT ANY- 
WHERE ELSE. I'M JUST 
HEADING INTO A MEETING 
ABOUT IT SO 1 NEED 

V TO RUN. I'LL CALL A 

YOU LATER. 


JUST 
GOT IT 
AN 

HOUR 

AGO. 


^ BUT WITH THE TIME- ^ 
TABLE YOU JUST GAVE, 1 
DON'T KNOW IF THAT'S THE 
. BEST USE OF OUR TIME. . 


AND CRAIG— ^ 
YOU TAKE CARE 
OF YOURSELF. 
YOU HEAR...? . 


r THERE IS ONE ^ 
THING THAT CAME 1 
BACK ON THE REPORT, 
THOUGH. WHEN THEY 
TOOK THE GUN APART, 
THEY SAID ONE OF 
THE CHAMBERS WAS 
LINED WITH A SPECIAL 
k TYPE OF METAL. A 


AND HERE'S THE 
r WEIRD THING, BEFORE YOU ^ 
ASK- THEY DON'T KNOW WHAT 
KIND OF METAL IT IS, NOT 
BECAUSE THEY CAN'T CATALOGUE 
IT, BUT BECAUSE, ACCORDING TO 
. THEM, THIS METAL DOESN’T a 
^ EVEN EXIST. ■ 


^ AND I DON'T MEAN ~ 
IN THE STATE OR COUNTRY. 
THEY'RE SAYING IT DOESN'T 
EXIST ON THE PLANET ^ 










YOU KNOW 

' DeLEON THINKS YOU'RE ^ 
A FREAK BECAUSE OF THAT? 
HEARD HIM SAY YOUR NAME 
AND lh LOCH NESS MONSTER" 
IN THE SAME SENTENCE, ALL 
YOUR MONTHS OF ASS- 
w KISSING JUST WENT OUT j 
X THE DOOR. 


SLOW. 


^ SORRY, I CANT ^ 
BE MORE NORMAL LIKE 
YOU iflofK- itfofft: AND 
COME TO WORK DRESSED 
LIKE A SATURDAY 
hw MORNING NINJA. M 


X I don't X 

f KNOW WHY \ 
YOU JUST DONT 
GO HOME' BOSS 
DONT GIVE A 
CRAP THAT 
w YOU'RE STILL / 
HERE. ^ 


r 1 KNOW. BUT " 
I'M TRYING TO 
PIECE SOMETHING 
v TOGETHER. . 


^ YEAH, YEAH, X 
YOU ALREADY TOLD 
ME. YOUR "MIRACLE 
MAN" STORY. HOW'S 
s. THAT GOING? > 














f SERIOUSLY ^ 
''YOU'RE JUST W THOUGH- YOU 
JEALOUS, ITS GOT ANY REAL 
NATURAL. MOST k LEADS'? > 
PEOPLE ’ROUND 
v. HERE ARE. J — 


ACTUALLY 
I DO. 


^ MY GIRL- 
FRIEND TOLD ME 
THAT I SHOULD 
BRIBE A FEW OF THE 
v ATTENDANTS. > 


I BRIBED 
THEM, 


DUDE 

NO 

WAY' 


WAY 


r you ^ 

THE MAN f 
GIVE ME ONE 
OF THEM 
'CUBICLE 
k SALUTES.' a 


BUT I'VE 

f BEEN ABLE TO ^ 
DETERMINE, BY 1 
DESCRIPTIONS I'VE 
BEEN GIVEN, THAT 
ONE MALE PATIENT 
WAS AT ALL THREE 
HOSPITALS AND 
WAS IN BOTH OF , 
L THE 'CURE A 
ROOMS/ ^ 


SO, 

WHERE 
YOU AT 
NOW? 


WAS HE 
TOUCHED 
BY THE 
MIRACLE 
k TOO? , 


I FOUND 
IT AGAIN. 


Y PATIENTS \ 
BEING ^ 
CURED FOR 
NO APPARENT 
REASON. THIS 
TIME AT A 
DIFFERENT 
L HOSPITAL. A 


r DON'T know: ^ 
HAVEN'T GOT A 
NAME YET. DIDN'T 
HAVE THAT MUCH 
^ BRIBE MONEY , 


^ AND BOff-P 
RECEIVED 
PATIENTS 
FROM THE ST, 
ANTHONY'S 
, EXPLOSION. , 


AND.,.? 


FOUND 

WHAT? 


jF y I j 


m 

A i in 

KwhoaTX 

/ NOWAY' \ 

m is 

Mi 1 

1 SO WHAT'D ) 

Ti C 

Jv YOU DO?/ 


M" y / An- Jr 

V/ A 

W (:AOn-) 
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HELLO? 
CLARION 
THIS IS 
MARC, 


^ GOOD EVENING, v 
MR. ROSEN. I NEED 
YOU TO LISTEN VERY 
hr CAREFULLY. s 


^ YOU 
WANT TO GET 
t THAT? > 


UNH? 


NAY, YOU 
TAKE IT 


THE PEOPLE \ 
W WHOSE BUSINESS \ 
w YOU'RE STICKING YOUR > 
NOSE INTO ARE QUITE 
DANGEROUS, THEY DON'T 
LIKE ANYONE THAT TRIES 
TO EXPOSE ANY OF THEIR 
DARK LITTLE SECR ETS, 
WHICH MEANS THEY'RE 
. VERY CAPABLE OF y 
k HARMING YOUR _ / 
K* LOVED ONES , J&ta 


^ BY THE WAY ^ 
YOU NEED TO 
KEEP YOUR GIRL 
FRIEND SAFE „ 


WHO iSyV 

THIS?:?// A FRIEND . I'VE 
^-^-^BEEN UP AGAINST 
r THESE PEOPLE BEFORE, 

\ THEY'LL STOP AT NOTHING 
V TO PROTECT WHAT'S > 
7HE/RS. 


AND ONE 

F LAST THING. THE ^ 
/HAA r YOU'RE LOOKING J 
FOR? THE OWE FROM 
THE HOSPITALS ? HIS 
NAME IS DOWNING. JIM 
DOWNING. HE'S LIVING 
WITH HIS FORMER 
L NURSE. I HOPE A 
bu, THIS HELPS. M 









Connecticut 



^ineed^B^B 

YOU TO GET 
READY FOR 
. BED, 7 BUT I 
DIDNT 

FINISH 

ft MY HOME 
^ WORK. 


THEN ^ 
W YOU 'LL HAVE 
TO GET UP EARLY 
T AND DO IT IN THE 
V MORNING. 4 
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NOW GO ON, ^ 
GET UPSTAIRS AND 
GET READY, AND MAKE 
SURE YOU BRUSH 
tv YOUR TEETH, ^ 


' 1 TOLD 
YOU NOT 
TO START 
SO 

v LATE, , 


I'LL BE 
UP IN A 
MINUTE 



/] t j 
1 

1 

I | 

l 




LORD 

HAVE 

MERCY. 


^ I NEED ^ 

YOU TO BRING 
ME UP A 

W DRINK/ . HURRY! 













^ AND THEN THE ^ 
GIANT TROLL ATE THE 
TWO-HEADED BAT 
BEFORE IT COULD FLYOUT 
OF THE CAVE, 


r I DON'T ^ 
KNOW WHY 
YOU LIKE THESE 
BOOKS SO MUCH 
THEY'RE PRETTY 
GROSS DON'TCHA 
V. THINK? ^ 






GUESS - 

WHAT?/ ^ 

1 LOST ^ 
if ANOTHER TOOTH. 1 
THAT MEANS I 
V GET MORE 
'Ov MONEY! 










r spad r ^ 
ME THE LAME 
EXCUSE. I'M 
GETTING USED 
TO BONG 
k ALONE. J 


PUT YOUR N 
SON TO BED. 
HE HAS SCHOOL 
IN THE 

V MORNING. * 


r SORRY ^ 
I'M LATE. 
THE TRAFFIC 
WAS PRETTY 
ROUGH ON 
t THE... 



SO WHAT'D 
YOU DO 
TODAY? 


' NOTHING. N 
SHE'S JUST 
TIRED, THAT'S 
^ ALL. > 


jr NOT II 

r MUCH. ’ 
JOHNNY 
CAME OVER 
FOR A 
LITTLE 
k WHILE. A 


WHAT'S 

WRONG 

WITH 

MOM? 



YOU'RE 

NOT 

FUNNY, 

DAD. 


^ NOW GOTO ^ 
SLEEP. OR I'LL SEND 
THE TROLLS TO 
. COME EAT YOU. . 











r WHAT ARE ^ 
YOU DOING 
HERE? YOU 
GET THE HELL 
OUT OF MY 
L HOUSE/ a 


PUT 

THEM 

ON. 


WHAT r 

WHY? IT'S 
DARK OUT- 
SIDE/ 


" I SAID ' 
PUT THEM 
ON! 


X YOU AND 
r I DIDN'T FINISH N 
THE CONVERSATION 
WE STARTED THE 
v OTHER , 

V NIGHT. * 


r WHO'RE 
YOU TALKING 
. TO? > 


NO ONE 


X NOW N 
I NEED YOU 
TO GET 6ACK 
IN BED. 
TOMORROW 
MAYBE WE 
Ife* CAN.,, A 


C 


FINE 


NOT HERE, \ 
NOT IN THE ^ 
HOUSE, LET'S 
TAKE THIS j 

v outside. / 


See issue 191 - Todd 
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X THAT S X 
? PRETTY 1 
COOL, l'LL BET. 

HAVING A 
BUNCH OF C.I.A. 
DUDES HANGING 
AROUND YOUR 
. NEIGHBOR- y 
V HOOD, y 


' SO, > 
WHERE'D 
YOU FLY IN 
. FROM? J 


' AIN'T THAT \ 
WHERE THEY \ 

HAVE THE F.B.L 

HEAD- J hJ 

v QUARTER$?A THAT'S 
— "A RIGHT. 


WHAT 

PART? 


LANGLEY? 


SAY 

WHAT? 


VIRGINIA. 


LANGLEY. 


DIFFERENT 

AGENCIES. 



r THE FBI A 
AND CIA, 
THEY'RE 
DIFFERENT 
AGENCIES. 
BOTH AREN'T 
LOCATED IN 
LANGLEY. J 


\r you ^ 

r KNOW? r I 1 
THINK YOU 
MIGHT BE RIGHT 
I MAY HAVE 
. READ THAT . 
V BEFORE. A 


f SO -- 1 
WHAT 
BRINGS 
YOU TO 
THE 

L CITY? a 


r A GUY ^ 

that keeps 

INTERFERING 
WITH MY JOB 
JUST SOME 

. DU MB ASS. . 





Mil™ 


r SADLY, MY ~ 
FRIEND, WE'VE GOT 
A MILLION OF 
V THEM HERE. X 


^ BELIEVE > 
ME, THIS GUY'S 

ONE OF A 
v KIND, a 


X WELL, DON'T ^ 
LET HIM GET TO 
YOU. REMEMBER, 
HEALTH IS WEALTH.' 

, DON'T FORGET 
V THAT. _A 











/ AND YOU \ 
f DON'T HAVE \ 

, an appoint- J J 

V MENT^ 

1 / HE KNEW^ 
V [7 I [WIGHT BE 
\ l l DROPPING 

WELL, 

/ ACCORDING TO \ 
THE SCHEDULE HE \ 
DID THE GRAVEYARD L 
SHIFT. PROBABLY M 
L GONE HOME BY A X 
NOW, f 1 



■■■> 


i} 


HOME? HE 
SAID HE'D BE 
AROUND/ 


' NOT 

according 

TO MY 
SCHEDULE, 



WOW x! 

YOU GUYS ARE j 

. UNREAL, J I . 

/ SO, 

f THANKS FOR V WHEN'S HE 
( LIVING UP TO ON DUTY 
l THAT NEW YORK jl AGAIN? , 
V STEREOTYPE, 


^ YOU KNOW > 
WE DON'T GIVE 
OUT THAT KIND OF 
. INFORMATION. > 



E I DON'T LIKE 

J- -O YOUR ATTITUDE 

'I'M MORE DETECTIVE, 
CONCERNED V--— , . -r^T 

HOW YOU / 

FOLLOW / / 

CLUES, y / 


IMAGINE 
HOW I 

FEEL. 


1 DON'T KNOW HOW 
YOU RUN THINGS DOWN 
IN VIRGINIA, BUT WE LIKE 
TO FOLLOW PROTOCOL 
AROUND HERE. 








^ NO. I'VE > 
DECIDED JO 
POSTPONE MV 
HEART ATTACK 
FOR ANOTHER 
v YEAR. vi 


I'M TALKING 
TO YOU, 
DETECTIVE! 


^ JIMMY SAID 
I COULD HAVE 
THE REST. YOU 
W. HUNGRY? , 


^ AND I > 
KNOW YOU 
HEAR THAT 
GUY CALLING 
w YOU. > 


YEAH. WATCH 
ME HAVE FUN 
WITH HIM. 


J U L 



WHO'RE 

YOU 

AGAIN? 


CUT THE 
BULL, 
BURKE' 


^ 1 WANT X 

TO KNOW WHY 
YOU'RE SO 
DETERMINED TO 
NOT do your 
V JOB! v 




L\c: 

H 

i — ift 






EXCUSE 

ME, 

GENTLE- 

MEN... 


WHAT r D 
YOU JUST 
SAY? 


r YOU HEARD ^ 

ME! A GOOD COP W WELL, T 
DOESN'T TURN HIS ¥ A SMART \ 
BACK ON FACTS LAID / ONE KNOWS 
^ AT HIS FEET WHEN HIS 

» TIME’S 

^REGARDLESS \ BEING 
OF WHERE THE \ WASTED. A 
CASE ORIGINATED 
^ FROM. 


THAT ASSUMES 
YOU'VE ACTUALLY 
LOOKED AT THE 
^ CASE! ^ 


IF YOU ^ 
HAD AS MUCH * 
DEDICATION TO 
YOUR WORK AS YOU 
DO TO YOUR 
SUGAR DIET I'D 
. HAVE SOLVED THIS, 
k. BY NOW. ^ 


r LOOK- ^ 
YOU WANT 
A PIECE OF 
ME, THEN 
.STEP UP' A 


I CANT.^ 
YOUR 
GUT'S IN 
THE WAY. A 











^ ALRIGHT, ^ 
DETECTIVE ROWAND, 
LET'S TRY TO KEEP THIS 
^ PROFESSIONAL. ^ 


7c 


r HOW " 
CAN WE BE 
OF SERVICE 
TO YOU 
TODAY? 


I'VE GOT A DEAD 
LAWYER, THAT BLEW HIS HEAD 
OFF FOR NO APPARENT REASON. 
EVERYONE WITH AUTHORITY OVER 
ME WANTS ME TO FILE IT AWAY 
AS A SIMPLE SUICIDE. 

I WON'T 

DO THAT. 

THERE'S TOO 
MANY OPEN 
QUESTIONS AND 
TOO MANY LEADS 
STILL LEFT. 


AND ONE 
OF THOSE OPEN 
QUESTIONS IS AN 
EXTENSIVE LIST OF 
NEW YORKERS THAT 
HAD BEEN CALLED BY 
MY VICTIM OR WAS 
IN MY VICTIM'S 
CONTACTS. 



W THE ENTIRE ^ 
LIST IS IN THIS 
FILE. MY EXPERIENCE 
SAYS THERE'S 
, SOMETHING y 
TO THIS, 


r BUT I CAN'T ^ 
SEEM TO GET 
YOUR PARTNER 
TO GIVE A DAMN 
ABOUT ANY 
L. OF IT' 












X WE'LL TAKE X 
A LOOK AT YOUR 
FILE, BUT TO BE FAIR 

to my partner, 
WE'VE GOT OUR OWN 
HOMICIDE MYSTERY, 
V OURSELVES. V 


/ STOP 
^ BEING A ~ 
'SUCK BUTT/ 
TWITCH/ WE DON'T 
OWE THIS GUY ANY 
, EXPLANATION , 
V ABOUT.,. 


BURKE/ 

WILLIAMS/ 



X JUST GOT X 
f A CALL ABOUT N 
A HOUSE EXPLOSION 
IN CONNECTICUT. THE 
PROPERTY WAS 
V OWNED BY BENNY y 
X. VICARI. 


VICAR3? 
ISN'T HE 
ONE OF.. 



NOT REALLY, 

ONLY WHAT I FOUND 
OUT IN MY RESEARCH. 

I DO KNOW THAT HE WAS 
ON MY VICTIM'S CALL LIST. 
THEY TALKED A COUPLE 
OF WEEKS AGO. 


GILBERT 
SANCHEZ'S LEG 
BREAKERS. 









f SANCHEZ X 
WORKS FOR 
A BIGGER FISH 
NAMED CARLOS 
NORTEGO. THAT 
NAME RING A 
V BELL? / 


YEAH 



OUR DEAD 
LAWYER-- HIS 
NAME WAS BILL 
WINSTON, BY THE 
WAY- HELPED 
SUPPORT SOME 
OF OUR LOCAL 
POLITICIANS. 1 THINK 
I SAW NORTEGO'S 
NAME ON ONE OF 
THE FUNDRAISING 
LISTS. HE DONATED 
CASH TO OUR 
CURRENT 
GOVERNOR'S 
LATEST 
CAMPAIGN 


















HUNTING FOR? 


A \f '/ U 


/ fT 

i ilar i * 

"...WHAT ARE THEY 

J ; n ^3| ‘1. J 
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HOW YOU 
FEELING? 


LIKE 

CRAP. 


THEN GO 
BACK TO 
SLEEP ITS 
EARLY. 


HP NEED > 
TO 

CAN'T. FOLLOW 
UP ON A 
vt M COUPLE 
% 7_T\ MORE 

JA LEADS. , 



PLUS‘S I 
HAVE AN 
INTERVIEW 
WITH SOME 
NURSE THIS 
MORNING, 


KOFF 


r YOU'RE ^ 
BEING 
STUPID! 
JUST CALL 
. IN SICK. , 


^ I WISH, BUT THE ^ 
BOSS DOLES OUT THE 
NEW ASSIGNMENTS 
w ON THURSDAY. . 


















YOU SURE — — 

YOU DON' I THANKS, T M 

. MIND? SORRY TO GET YOU ^ 

gfc, — V UR SO EARLY, BUT I'D 

» FORGOTTEN ABOUT IT UNTIL 

^^^B THE REPORTER CALLED. HE 
^^^B SHOULD BE HERE ANY 

B MINUTE. I'LL PHONE / 
YOU WHEN... 


Vi 

S*? 


ALRIGHT, N 
r UM, NEVER” I'LL SEE YOU 
MIND. I THINK IN A FEW 
THAT'S HIM k. MINUTES. > 
RIGHT NOW. \ 


HELLO. 

SARA? 


\ MARC 

r I'M Vrosen 

SORRY, 

BUT I'VE 

FORGOTTEN j^B 
YOUR NAME 
v AGAIN. / X 


J THAT'S N 
RIGHT. 
PLEASE 
COME ON 
l IN. J 


ARE YOU 
ALRIGHT? 


N LET ME ^ 
GET YOU 
SOMETHING 
. TO DRINK. 


^ THINGS HAVE ^ 
GOTTEN KINDA 
WEIRD LATELY. I 
HOPE YOU DON'T 
^ MIND? ^ 


THAT'S FINE. 1 
I UNDERSTAND 
HOW YOU... 
t KOFFJ j 


NO 


NO 


HE 


5N 


T 


^ BUT I DO ^ 
HAVE A FRIEND 
COMING OVER JUST 
^ TO LISTEN IN. ^ 


-^-rTP? 


m*l_y 






Thirty minutes later. 



^ NO. 1 WISH I 
COULD. THE ONLY IMAGE 
1 HAVE IS THE LORD'S LONG 
HAIRED ANGEL STANDING 
^ OVER ME.* ^ 


T „ AND THE 

f EARLY REPORTS > 
WE'VE HEARD INDICATE 
THE EXPLOSION 
ORIGINATED ON THE 
THIRD FLOOR NEAR 
V YOUR WORK j 
STATION. 


ANYTHING 
ELSE YOU 
REMEMBER 
FROM THAT 
. NIGHT? 


* see 
issue 187 
--Todd 


WELL, GOD SPOKE >, 
TO ME THAT NIGHT. SAID HE 
WOULD SAVE MYSELF AND JIM. 
SAID HE WASN'T DONE WITH US 
, YET. PERHAPS THAT S WHY WE 
WERE DELIVERED FROM THE 
K EXPLOSION UNHARMED. X 


AN \ f 

Angel? } yes 


are YOU 
RELIGIOUS 
MR. 

ROSEN? 


r NOT ^ 
AS MUCH 
AS X 
SHOULD 
_ BE. > 


^ YES-WELL, ^ 
THAT'S A NICE SEGUE TO 
MR. DOWNING. ^ 


^ I WAS HOPING TO BE ABLE ^ 
TO TALK TO HIM TODAY. YOU DON'T 
^ KNOW WHEN HE'LL BE BACK? , 


^ NO. HE-- HE 
JUST LEAVES WHEN HE 
WANTS. DOESN'T SAY 
WHERE HE'S GOING. WHY 
^ THE INTEREST? ^ 


WELL, HERE'S THE THING, 
ACCORDING TO MY RESEARCH, \ 
MR. DOWNING GOT TRANSFERRED 
TO TWO HOSPITALS THAT NIGHT 
AND IN BOTH PLACES, SOME PRETTY 
MIRACULOUS RECOVERIES 
OCCURRED. I WAS JUST HOPING TO 
SEE IF... K^Tf .Jim WAS SHOWING 
V THE SAME SYMPTOMS AS / 
V OTHERS IN HIS ROOM? _^V 


THE DOCTORS 
CAN'T EXPLAIN 
WHY ANY OF IT 
HAPPENED. I 
. THOUGHT... . 


THAT'S 

GROSS, 


^ I'M SORRY... 

1 DON'T MEAN 
TO BE SO RUDE 
Ff > 


^ '■ . ■ .^r iH . ' ' 


$1 1 : 

TfSii jv : . 

7 “ 




m 





f ft 


I /I 

pi r ■ 











MR + 

DOWNING, „? 


JESUS' 
DOES HE 
NEED A 
DOCTOR? 


GET HIM 
TO THE 
COUCH/ 


f JIM, > 
WHAT 

happened? 

WHEREVE 

YOU 

^ BEEN? J 



IT'S BEEN A 
ALMOST- 
YOU'VE BEEN 
GONE OVER 
THREE DAYS. 
WHY DIDN'T 
, YOU CALL? y 


“ I'LL ^ 
EXPLAIN 
LATER. I JUST 
WANT SOME 
^ REST, A 








I'M A REPORTER... 

FOR THE CLARION 
NEWSPAPER 

rm WORKING 
ON A STORY, TRYING TO 
SOLVE A MYSTERY. 


DID YOU 
NOTICE ANY 
THING OUT OF 
THE ORDINARY 
DURING YOUR 
BRIEF STAYS AT 
EITHER HOSPITAL? 
MORE IMPORTANT 
DID THE DOCTORS 
SAY WHETHER 


i i 

y 



CURED OF 
WHAT? MY 
LOST 
MEMORY? 


YES 

LIKE THAT 
THEY 
. SAID... 




HOW DARE 
YOU BE SO 
SELFISH Ti 


I WAS WORRIED 
SICK ABOUT YOU.' 

YOU JUST GO WHENEVER 
YOU WANT- DISAPPEAR 
WITHOUT A WORD- LIKE I 
DON'T EVEN EXIST/ AFTER 
EVERYTHING TVE DONE FOR 
YOU. THAT'S HOW YOU 
THANK ME?.' YOU SHOULD 
BE ASHAMED OF YOUR- 
SELF/ GOD EXPECTS 
BETTER FROM US. YOU 
CANT JUST... 








r so, ^ 

SHE'S 

ALWAYS 

BEEN 

THAT.., 

, um... j 


" THAT ^ 
CONSERVATIVE? 
ABSOLUTELY. 


MARC? 


YEAH? 


r YOU WANT 
TO GRAB A BITE 
. TO EAT? . 


I DON'T. 




YOU WANT 
ME TO WAIT? 
I CAN, , 


< NO, NO, IT'S > 
OKAY. YOU GO 
AHEAD. 1 HAVE TO 
ARRANGE THIS 
AGAIN, 


PLEASURE 
MEETING 
YOU, JUDY. 


YOU TOO 
SEE YOU 
AROUND. 





r i ve t 

SEEN HER 
WEARING 
THAT COAT 
YOU A BEFORE. 
SURE^J THAT'S THE 
^ 4\ NURSE, a 


THAT'S 

HER! 


LET'S ^ 
MAKE THIS 
QUICK. . 











WHAT IS 

WHAT'S 

WRONG? 


r THEY > 
TOOK HER f 

someone 

JUST CAME 
AND TOOK 
^JUDYf / 


WHEN? 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
MEAN, 
TOOK 
HER?' 


JUST 

NOW.' 


hr A COUPLE OF ^ 
r BIG DUDES f THEY 1 
walked up behind 
HER AND SHOVED HER 
INTO A CAR. THEY 
PUT SOME KIND OF 
V SACK OVER HER j 
HEAD' 


WHAT 
KIND OF 
CAR? 


^ BLUE SEDAN. A 
LICENSE PLATE 
ENDED IN A TWO, 
THEY HEADED 
DOWN TWELFTH 
v STREET, > 


THERE'S A PRECINCT A > 
COUPLE BLOCKS DOWN. YOU 
AND SARA GET THERE NOW' 
I'M GOING TO THE ROOF-SEE 
^ IF I CAN SPOT THEM / 































GOTOW 


SO, WHERE 
WE 

HEADED? 


JUST 
GOT A 
TEXT. 


r THAT'S 
WHAT THE 
MESSAGE 
SAID. SO WE 
\ FOLLOW 
I ORDERS. A 


r THEY > 
WANT HER 

delivered 

TO THE 

LAB. j 


f THE LAB? A 
I THOUGHT 
THEY DIDN'T 
LIKE ANYONE 

NEAR that 

V PLACE' x 


r NOW TRY ^ 
KEEPING HER 
QUIET IF' 
POSSIBLE. , 


I THINK 
SHE'S 
CRYING. 
















' THE T 
DRIVER, 
HE-- HE'S 
DEADf 


THAT'S 
THE 1PEA 


^ NDWl N 

ineep to 
chat with mis 

t PARTNER, 


LISTEN VERY 

r CAREFULLY THERE'S A ^ 
PEEOINCTA FEW £L OOAb 
WEST Of HERE. YOUR ERIEN0S 
ARE WAITING THERE. YOU 
t THINK yOU CAU SET THERE y 
Stw ON /OUR OWN? 


^ & iUTUF / ^ 

I'LL SEXTO /DU 

in a minute; 

k. SUT FIRST.. > 


WHO 

ARE 

YOU? 


PON'T 

@E 

AFRAID 


til 

TAKE 

THAT 

ASA 

YES. 


^3 




KINGSTON! 


A BUT.. \ 

THEY ^ 
FIND OUT 
I TOLD 
YOU- 
THEY'LL 
KILL j 
Y /ME/ / 


doctor > 

KINGSTON, 
UPPER EAST 
SIDE' > 





















CONCLUSION 















Manhattan. 4:45 A.M. 



r SO, HQW'RE ^ 

YOU FEELING, I DO. YOU 
JUDY? DO YOU MIND COMING 
WANT TO GO 1 WITH ME? . 
<^HOME?^ ^ 

wTfcszrB^Ul ABSOLUTELY. 


7 THANKS. ^ 
I'M STILL... 

1 JUST CANT 
STOP THINKING 
v ABOUT IT. J 


r I WASN'T GOING TO 
LET YOU BE ALONE, ANY- 
WAY. NOT AFTER WHAT 
^ JUST HAPPENED. * ^ 


Ur THAT'S XK 
f NORMAL, V; 
r JUDY. IVE Y 
r INTERVIEWED 1 
DOZENS OF 
PEOPLE WHOVE 
DEALT WITH TOST 
TRAUMA 1 FROM A 
JARRING EVENT, rT 
THOUGH NONE OF 
THEM WAS EVER 
L AN ATTEMPTED k 
% KIDNAP A 
W VICTIM. 


YOU KNOW — IVE ALWAYS 
r LOVED THIS CITY. NEVER LISTENED TO 
VISITORS WHO SAID IT WAS DANGEROUS' 
AND FULL OF CRIME. I MEAN, SURE, I 
WATCH THE NEWS AND HEAR ABOUT ALL 
. THE CRAZY STUFF, BUT YOU NEVER . 
V THINK IT S IN YOUR AREA. ^ 


^ LOOK, WHEN X 
I GET BACK TO THE 
OFFICE, I'LL MAKE A 
FEW CALLS. SEE WHAT 
1 CAN FIND. 


r IN THE MEANTIME X 
THE POLICE HAVE ALL 
YOUR INFORMATION. 
YOU GAVE THEM SOME 
v GOOD LEADS. < 


r AT LEAST I 
DIDN'T STUPID. 
. RIGHT? 


i$r BUT KIDNAPPING?! ^ 
r MY PARENTS AREN'T 1 
RICH. I DON’T HAVE 
ANYTHING. SO WHAT DID 
THEY WANT? WERE THEY 
l GOING TO RAPE ME? / 
^ KILL ME? ^ 


X LEADS?!! X 
ONE OF THE 
KIDNAPPERS IS 
DEAD* CAN'T 
THEY IDENTIFY 
HIM? > 


^ I'M SURE X 
THEY'LL DO ALLY 
THEY CAN. YOU 

HAVE TO GIVE L- — 

THEM SOME / YOU'RE X 
V TIME. RIGHT, SARA. 

f IT'S JUST HARD 
^ WHEN PARTS OF 

\ IT DON’T MAKE 
\ ANY SENSE, y 


YOU 

CAN'T 

THINK 

ABOUT 

THAT. , 


r WELL, YOU HAVE ^ 
THE COPS' ATTENTION. 

I HEARD THEM TALKING 
ABOUT THE WRECK. YOU 
COULD TELL THEY WERE 
TRYING TO MAKE SENSE 
V. OF IT TOO. 


AND DID YOU SEE THE 
r LOOKS ON THOSE DETECTIVES 
W^HEN I TOLD THEM ABOUT— 
THAT THING THAT TOOK THE OTHER 
KIDNAPPER AWAY? THEY THINK 
l I'M CRAZY -THAT THE CRASH A 
MESSED ME UR ^ 


y BUT I KNOW WHAT ™ 
I SAW! AND WHAT IT SAID 
HE SAVED ME. I KNOW 
THEY DON'T BELIEVE THAT, 
BUT HE STOPPED THE CAR. 
HE SAVED ME. ^ 


MAYBE GOD 
SENT YOU AN 
ANGEL. 


NO! > 
BELIEVE 
ME, THAT 
WAS NO 
ANGEL. . 




r . . 


a t-_L 

V.u\ 1 


> .|! 

s 1 1 












r MARC, CAN ^ 
YOU DO ME A 
FAVOR? IF YOU 
SEE JIM AGAIN, 
TELL HIM I WENT 
V TO JUDY'S. A 


THAT'S ^ 
IP YOU FIND 
. HIM. ^ 


r WHY DO YOU ^ 
THtNK HE DIDN'T 
SHOW UP? HE 
KNEW WHAT WAS 
. HAPPENING. , 


^ HE JUST DOES ' 
THAT, MARC. UP AND 
DISAPPEARS TO GOD 
v KNOWS WHERE. _ 


V r I'LL LET YOU ^ 
KNOW IF I SEE HIM. 

IN THE MEANTIME, YOU 
TWO TAKE CARE OF 
YOURSELVES. TRY AND 
k*. GET SOME REST, a 


THANKS, Wr fJ'i/lUi <> 

I’M GLAD m jl jS— | 
FEELING niNH^Y ||j| 

M T STOPPED^ ^I^dIdN'T 

-IEAR YOU ONCE AT 
THE PRECINCT. . 







C’MON! 

C'MON! 




A 



| l\ 

-V 








DR^FREDERICK 

GU NTHER . M.D. 


GENETICS 



If 



IT NO 
IOHG & R 
WORKS, 
POCTOR, 












^ eecAuae risut ^ 

NOW, YOU’R£ 
60\m TO ANSWER 
EVERYONE OF My 
v QUESTIONS. > 


S STARTING X 

f 'Hm-wuo 1 ^ 

PATIENT 

\ 47 ? { 


r THERE’S.., i 
1 DON'T 
KNOW WHAT 
YOU'RE 
TALKING 
V ABOUT. J 


r HOW DO > 
YOU EVEN 
KNOW ABOUT 
^ HIM? J 


WAIT/ 


^ I'M A&WNG 
THE QUESTIONS 
NOT you / 


^ONE LAST 
Tl ME, WHO'S 
PATIENT 
V 47? > 











y 1 NEVER ^ 
r MET HIM, AT 1 
LEAST NOT 
DIRECTLY. THAT’S 
NOT WHY THEY 
V HIRED ME. A 


TO SEE V 
f IF 1 COULD \ 
COMBINE ALL 
OF THEIR PRIOR 
RESEARCH 
INTO A SINGLE 
L WORKING J 
^ MODEL. A* 


WHAT 
T H£Y 


YOU FOR 
. WHAT? , 


EVERY- 
THING. YOU 
NAME IT... 


r MOLECULAR ^ 
RESTRUCTURING. 
DNA PROTOTYPING 
SENSORY 
ALIGNING. AGE 
V RETARDATION. > 


FOR 

PIOW 

LONG? 


THEY WERE X 
LIKE THE 

GODDAMN NAZIS, 1 
EXPERIMENTING ON 
EVERY CRAZY IDEA 
THAT CAME TO 
^ THEIR MINDS. A 


W AT LEAST ^ 
r A DECADE. 
MAYBE MORE. 
T JUST CAME IN 
NEAR THE END- 
BEGINNING 
L WITH PATIENT 
^ 42. A 


EVERY- 

W ONE THEY W 
¥ EXPERIMENTED ^ 
' ON WAS ASSIGNED \ 
A NUMBER. THOUGH 
MOST DIDN'T LIVE PAST 
THEIR INTIAL TESTING 

phases, eventually 

THEY SHUT IT ALL 
DOWN, THEY EVEN 
i RELEASED SOME / 
L OF THE PATIENTS / 
^ OUT INTO THE / 
WORLD, y 


MOW 

MANY 

WERE 

THERE? 


FORTY-^ 
SEVEN. 
HE WAS 
THE LAST 
, ONE. > 



If ■ 

JFY ,H V j^rj 



wmti 

if. - n 


W 

rJm ilJ. if 

wkw*m 

Jr J M ' i r .jk r : 

f- jp ■ . f jF j/j > LyyjB 

fc «/jt . i_aULI 


%\ £ £3 

\ (jUt 

v 

H. . ^ , y- 1 ^1 

\ M 

IkA 

J/i t ' f 

y .-Y » - r j 

It . gf 


■y! 



"\ 

vywj Jr r -* “■ 

WIvY. _ j 


v y 




^ why ^ 

me we 

v LA & Tf ^ 


r WHO > 

we 

O&Qttt? 
1 WANT A 
^ MAtf£! , 


N0RTE60 

IT WAS 
ALWAYS 
, NORTESO. 


THEY DIDN'T 
TELL US. THERE ^ 


^ AW > 
WUAT0M? 

wey want 
you to 
. czba ref i 


WERE HUNDREDS 
OF US [N THE LABS, 
VVE COULDN'T 
, CREATE WHAT THEY 
V wanted, 


If You'Re ^ 
LYING Vll come 

3 ACM AW Vll VO TO 

you wmat t viv to 

THE OTW£R5, 




MURDER 


■v. »-: vv 1 J™ 1 ** 1 

uindWM 


/W.'.:V (l,r IflMlXfr-fl: 




llW^VT-' 


imv 




is&£s 

l m* ■ 
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POLICE ARE MOW TRYING TO FIND THE IDENTITY 
OF THE PERSON WHO, INCREDIBLY WAS AT 
STREET LEVEL WHEN THE BODY OF THE VICTIM 
WAS THROWN OFF THE ROOF* FOR NOW, THE 
PHOTO IS RUNNING IN EVERY MAJOR NEWSPA- 
PER IN TOWN AFTER A COPY OF IT WAS SOME- 
HOW DELIVERED TO EACH PAPER'S MAIN OFFICE 
ANONYMOUSLY THEY WOULD LIKE TO QUES- 
TION THE PHOTOGRAPHER WHO TOOK WHAT 
APPEARS TO BE A PHOTO TAKEN FROM A 

CELL PHONE* 

FOR NOW, THE POLICE SAY THEY ARE RELEAS- 
ING NO DETAILS, AS OF YET, ABOUT EITHER THE 
VICTIM OR THE ASSAILANT WITH WHAT LOOKS 
LIKE A HUGE BANNER OR POSSIBLE CAPE 
FLOWING BEHIND HIM* 


ITS BEEN CONFIRMED THAT OTHERS IN THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD HEARD A SCREAM MOMENTS 
BEFORE THE APPARENT MURDER TOOK PLACE, 
OUR REPORTERS ALSO FOUND OUT THAT 
ANOTHER DEAD BODY WAS FOUND ONLY A FEW 
BLOCKS AWAY IN AN ALLEGED AUTO ACCIDENT. 

OUR SOURCES SAY THAT THE DRIVER IN THAT 
VEHICULAR DEATH MAY SOMEHOW BE RELATED 
TO THIS ROOFTOP INCIDENT, HAVING OVER- 
HEARD THAT THE IDENTITIES OF THE TWO 
VICTIMS MAY BE INTERCONNECTED. WE'VE BEEN 
UNABLE TO CONFIRM ANY OF THIS BUT WILL 
CONTINUE TO BRING YOU ANY BREAKING NEWS 

AS IT OCCURS. 

AS FOR THE MURDERER, POLICE SEEM TO HAVE 
GATHERED LIMITED INFORMATION* 


YOU HEARD ME!! 
i said AWESOME*! 

IF THE RUMORS ARE TRUE AND BOTH VICTIMS 
DO HAVE TIES TO THE UNDERGROUND CRIME 
CARTEL, THEN I WANT TO KNOW THE NAME OF 
THE HERO THAT THREW HIM OFF THE ROOF, 
SO I CAN HAVE A PARTY FOR HIM* 

WITH THE GOVERNMENT TAKING OVER OUR 
LIVES AND BAILING OUT EVERY CORPORATE 
ENTITY WITH OUR TAX DOLLARS, WE'VE ALL 
BECOME VICTIMS// SO I APPLAUD YOU CITI- 
ZENS THAT HAVE WOKEN UP TO THE FACT WE 
NEED MORE PRO-ACTIVE RESPONSES TO SAVE 
OUR COUNTRY FROM COMPLETE COLLAPSE* 
AND IF THAT MAY MEAN TOSSING SOME OF THE 
CRIMINALS FROM A BUILDING THEN SO BE IT. 

MY ONLY COMPLAINT HERE IS THAT ALL THE 
POLITICIANS AND CEO'S ARE CROOKS TOO. 
THOSE TEA PARTY GROUPS MAY HAVE IT RIGHT/ 
NEXT TIME LET'S NOT THROW TEA INTO THE 
OCEAN LET'S THROW ALL THE POLITICIANS 
IN THE WATER INSTEAD/ 




SOMETHING 

r THAT COULD POSSIBLY X 
CHANGE BOTH OUR LIVES, 1 
BUT I NEED TO BE SURE 
ABOUT THIS. OKAY? IF I’M 
OFF JUST A LITTLE, THEY'LL J 
^ LAUGH ME OUT OF THIS J 
X*. PROFESSION. 

n — — f BUT IF 

- L : L [ I'M RIGHT 

I" "V WOW! 


X JIM'S X 
f STILL NOT ^ 
THERE? 
WELL, WHERE 
COULD 

V HE BE? A 


7 YEAH, \ 
f I KNOW, 
YOUVE SAID 
THAT BEFORE 
I JUST NEED 
k TO TALK TO 

\ him. y 


BECAUSE 
I DO, 


X LOOK, ^ 
SARA, I 
THINK I'M 
ON TO 
SOMETHING 
INCREDIBLE 
v HERE. J 


LISTEN MARC 
r I APPRECIATE THE ^ 
SUPPORT YOUVE GIVEN ^ 
JUDY THE PAST TWENTY ■ 
FOUR HOURS, I REALLY DO, 1 
BUT YOU NEED TO TELL M 
K ME WHAT YOU' RE yW 

knvw AFTER - 

! :i II .;’r— : j,,- - . y that wayN 

■ r I CAN HELP 
i;| CONVINCE JIM 
III TO TRUST YOU 

11^ too. y 


I CAN'T. \ 

NOT RIGHT L— — 

. NOW. BUT LET ME X 
T ASK YOU SOME- 
THING. YOU BELIEVE 
V IN JESUS CHRIST 
V DON'T YOU? X 


IXSOMEHOW TIED TO JIM'Sxj 
K CURRENT SITUATION-1 DON'T 
THINK YOU SHOULD BE EXPLOITING 
THAT, HE'S LOOKING TO FIND HIS 
PAST. HELP HIM WITH THAT A 
v AND I'M SURE HE'LL BE X 
RESPONSIVE. 


2 ALREADY TOLD YOU 
W THAT DURING OUR INTERVIEW. 
f I THINK WERE ALL HERE FOR A 
REASON. THAT GOD HAS HIS HAND 
]N EACH OF OUR LIVES, WHETHER WE 
CHOOSE TO BELIEVE IN HIM OR NOT, BUT 
1 ALSO DON T THINK THAT HEAVEN’S 
PRESENCE SHOULD BECOME SO...SO 
k O R D | N ARY T HAT IT' S THE META- y 
^PHQRICAL BEGINNING TO SOME- A 
ONE'S NEWS ARTICLE. ^d\ 


^ ANYWAY, I HAVE TO GO. ^ 
I PROMISED JUDY I'D DROP A 
FEW THINGS OFF AT HER PLACE 
CALL ME IF YOU FIND OUT ANY- 
^ THING ABOUT WHO HE IS. ^ 


I Already 
know who 
he is. 




XJX, % - . ■' /_ 

.v y j 

;L*— 

NX 

;, \ * / 1 

v y /& 

W HS 






Later that night. 



HEY BUD, 
WHERE DO 
YOU THINK 
YOU'RE 
. HEADED?, 


W 'FRAID X 
NOT. THIS IS 
A PRIVATE 
ENTRANCE, SO 
YOU NEED TO 
60 AROUND 
L FRONT, A 


inside 


YOU \\. 
HEAR 

ME? YOU'RE 
NOT 

oOINo 







r WELL, ^ 
WELL, WE LI- 
THE RETURN OF 
THE PRODIGAL 
k SON. y 


YOU 
KNOW 
THIS GUY, 
. BOSS? , 


I USED 
TO. NOT 
ANY 
MORE. 


YOU KNOW ^ 
r WE'VE BEEN ~ 
LOOKING FOR YOU? 
BUT I SUPPOSE YOU 
ALREADY KNEW 
THAT, RIGHT 
k NUMBER 47? 


OR 

SHOULD I T 
CALL YOU JIM? 
THAT’S THE NEW 
NAME THEY'VE 
l GIVEN YOU, j 
k. ISN'T IT? ^ 


r jim ^ 

DOWNING. 
FAIRLY 
PEDESTRIAN 
DON'T YOU 
L THINK? „ 


r they y 
say you 

GAVE OUT 
THE 

.ORDERS. > 


GIVE ME 

THEN~ A NAME AND ■ 
WHO? I WALK OUT OF I 
W — A HERE RIGHT 

\ NOW. ^5^: 

TsThaj 


/ SORRY TO 
SAY BUT 
THEY'RE 
MISTAKEN, 


RIGHT? SO 
WE'RE 

NEGOTIATING, 
w ARE WE? a 





~ NICE TO SEE ^ 
YOU HAVEN'T LOST YOUR 
ARROGANCE, ^ 


jT BUT YOU X 
f WERE, THAT 1 
MADE YOU OUR 
MOST VALUABLE 
PATIENT YET. 
THEN YOU WENT 
, INTO THAT / 
V COMA. X 


IT DOESN'T 
EXIST 
ANYMORE. 


YOU WANT 

r ANSWERS? HERE'S 1 
A FEW. YOU'RE 
SUPPOSED TO BE 
DEAD! THE DOCTORS 
COULDN'T FIGURE 
t OUT WHAT KEPT j 
W\ YOU ALIVE. A? 


r AND ^ 
NEITHER 
DO 

l YOU, „ 


WHAT'S 
MY REAL 
NAME? 


I'M HERE X 
r LOOKING FOR 
MY LIFE. 1 BELIEVE 
YOU TOOK IT AND 
i I’M NOT LEAVING 
k UNTIL I GET IT 
BACK. 


f LOOK \ 
AT ME!! 
LOOK AT MY 


r YOU CAN'T 1 
KILL ME, 
CAN YOU? I'M 
STILL TOO 

VAIUA0LS 

TO YOU, 

K AREN'T I? > 


WHAT DID 
YOU DO TO 
V ME?! a 


/TAKE 
' HIM 
OUT OF 
HERE! 


SHUT ^ 
THIS FREAK 
UP AND GET 
HIM TO THE 
t LAB! A 


WHY WON'T 
YOU KILL ME?? 

YOU’RE AFRAID OF 
SOMETHING, AREN'T 
L YOU? OTHERWISE A 
k YOU'D SHOOT A 
ME! 


W I DON'T ^ 
NEED TO 1 
SHOOT YOU, 
NOT WHEN WE 
COMPLETELY 
L CONTROL a 
k YOU, * 


HOW 
PATHETIC 
YOU'VE 
r YOU FORGOT " BECOME, 
ABOUT THAT, 

HAVEN'T YOU? 

JUST LIKE EVERY- J 

thing else. , M 








v \ G ' W *'J 














^ I'VE TRIGGERED ^ 
A FREQUENCY THAT 
IS UNDETECTABLE TO 
EVERYONE BUT OUR 
PATIENTS, TO THEM IT 
CAN BE LETHAL. 


RE > 

thankful 
I STILL 
WANT YOU 
v ALIVE, A 


YOU 
DON'T 
WANT 
TO DO 
THIS? 


and 
why is 
THAT? 


mcA usr 

YOU CPONT 
KNOW . 


SHOULD 

WE 

SHOOT? 


WHAT IS 
THAT? 


" 1 NOW " 
CONTROL 

the 

PARK* 


^ BOSS! ^ 
SOMETHING'S 
GROWING 
t OUTTA hi ml 








WHAT 
DID YOU 
DO TO 


CAN'T 

BREATHE 


PUFF 

HUFF 




tUfe 


t. oa\ 

i | UMU ;■ j I 












WHAT DID 
YOU DO TO 
MY MEN?!! 


^ X TOOK ^ 
THEM m O THE 
. vA&mte& 


r VVt \\ 

you to \\ 

THANK FOR I 

v. THAT, zjr^ 
vou^ 

( AH 9 YO us 
& \ £TAPF,„ , 


AMP 

6CARE0 
THEM TO 


URKK 


..FOR 

> TURNING ME > 
INTO TUI $~TtitN&! 
THIS A0ORTION/ 
NOW VOU'RE 
OOINS TO 













^ IT ^ 

W-WASMT 

ME' 


UARI 


r IT y 
WASN'T 
MEf , 


TH£N 

WHO? 


WHAT 
AM 1? 


^ WHAT ^ 
YOU WERE 
MEANT 
. TO BE* v 


LET ME 
SHOW 
YOU. 


t 


YOU 
WERE 
TIRED 
OF THE 
FAILURES. 
SO YOU 
BECAME 
YOUR 
OWN 
PATIENT. 
DON'T 
YOU GET 
IT? YOU 
DID THIS 
TO YOUR- 
SELF' 
YOU 

WERE IN 

CHARGE ! 








WHO 

17117 


why? 


r HEAVEN. N 
HELL. MAYBE 
BOTH OF 
V THEM, > 


BECAUSE THEY 
Y CAN ' GOD. SATAN, ^ 

r YOU think they have 1 
ANY QUALMS ABOUT 
GETTING WANT THEY WANT? 
THEY'RE BOTH THE SAME, 
ONE OF THEM JUST HAS A 
BETTER P,R r SCHTICK AND 
DRESSES BETTER- BUT 
MAKE NO MISTAKE, J 
IV THEIR AGENDAS ARE A 
I, V IDENTICAL. ' 


ALL HE EVER 

' WANTED WAS PERSONAL^ 
PEACE, BUT THEY NEVER 
GAVE HIM A MOMENT'S REST. 
THEY FOUGHT HIM AT EVERY 
. TURN WITH EVERYTHING , 
X IN THEIR ARSENAL, ^A 


^ TO 
DOMINATE 
THEIR 
, ENEMY. > 


^ THIS ONE \ 
JUST GOT IN A 
THEIR WAY ! 
TOO MANY J I 
^ TIM ES, y 

and 

f LOOK WHAT 
[ THEY DID. THEY 
L TOOK HIS 
^ HEAD. X 


^ USING THE > 
SOULS OF 
HUMANITY AS 
THEIR 

l WEAPONS, j 


WHO 

WA6 

HE? 


WHAT 


Is HIS 
f NAME WAS 1 
SIMMONS. THE 
BEST DAMN 
SOLDIER 1 EVER 
MET... AND 
v A DEAR j 

X friend. A 


^ WHAT X 
DID THEY UX— 

WANT? TO STEAL 

HIS POWER. TO ^ 
W>J MAKE SURE HE 1 
f j WASN'T A THREAT 
ANY LONGER. BUT 
•lffl THEY FAILED, BECAUSE 
SOMEHOW HE'S 
1^ PASSED THOSE x 
X POWERS ONTO J' 

B ix you. 


SW 1 1 




__-r r. 













YOU NOW 

r HAVE THE POTENTIAL 1 
TO STOP HEAVEN'S 
AND HELL'S AGENDA OF 
CORRUPTING EVERY 
HUMAN SOUL. WHICH 
MAKES YOU A 
VERY DANGEROUS MAN. 
l AND A A 

TARGET. ^4\ 


r so we ^ 

NEED YOU. 
EARTH 
NEEDS YOU- 
TO BECOME 
OUR 

V LEADER, , 


BUT 

FIRST. 


THAT'S WHY YOU'VE 


HE CHOSE YOU 


HE needed y BEEN attacked since the 
r SOMEONE TO \I MOMENT YOU CAME OUT OF YOUR 
CONTINUE HIS FIGHT y COMA. ANGELS. GUARDIANS. 
AGAINST THE TYRANNY DEMONS. THEY'RE NOT PULLING 
OF THOSE ALL TOO L ANY PUNCHES IN THIS DEADLY 
WILLING TO USE AND JL GAME, BECAUSE BOTH SIDES ARE 
t ABUSE HUMANITY. SCARED OF YOU NOW. 


...YOU NEED 
YOUR MEDALS 
TO OFFICIALLY 
BECOME OUR 
. GENERAL. 











THOSE 
SKULLS AT 
YOUR (NECK 
REPRESENTTHE 
FACES OF ALL 
THOSE HEAVEN 
AND HELL HAVE 
CORRUPTED. 
STRIPPING THEM OF 
THEIR DIGNITY AND 
IDENTITY, JUST LIKE 
YOU, WHY DO YOU 
THINK YOU CAN'T 
REMEMBER 
WHO YOU 
ARE,,,? 


BECAUSE 
THEY'VE 
STRIPPED 
YOU OF 
YOUR 
IDENTITY 
TOO, 


SO NOW I BEG YOU, 

LET ME HELP. GIVE ME A CHANCE 
TO SHOW YOU THAT FIGHTING THIS 
WAR ALONE IS TOO MUCH, I KNOW 
WHO THESE FORCES ARE, WHERE THEY 
COME FROM AND HOW THEY THINK, 
BECAUSE THAT MAN THERE, PROPPED UP 
WITHOUT HIS HEAD. WITH A MOCKING 
SMILE FLOATING OVER HIM. HE 
ACCEPTED THE MADNESS. 

ALL Of m 


because he knew 

IT WAS WORTH FIGHTING, AND 
HE KNEW HIS ENEMIES WOULD 
NEVER REST. WHICH IS WHY I FOUGHT 
BY HIS SIDE SO MANY TIMES. NOW I'LL 
LEAVE YOU ALONE, BUT 1 IMPLORE 
YOU- -GO INTO THE NIGHT. BLANKET 
YOURSELF IN THE SHADOWS, 

FEEL YOUR POWER, 


'YOU’RE A 

SPAWN NOW! 






C-tf 


« a 




"EMBRACE THAT 
AND YOU CAN 
BECOME EARTH'S 
KING . " 
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EDITION 
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r I LOVE " 
YOU, X 
WANTED 
YOU TO 
KNOW 
. THAT. , 


W yeah, 

F I'M JUST 1 
EXHAUSTED 1 
TRYING TO FINISH 
THESE REPORTS 
FOR WORK. 
BUT I'M ALMOST 
DONE. I'M 
HEADING TO 
BED IN A FEW . 
L MINUTES. / 
Y\_ ALSO... 


SORRY.”^—^- 
I DIDN'T 

MEAN TO THAT'S^ 
WAKE } OKAY. , 
BARELY. V YOU, J EVERY- I 

THING 

-r/~ 3*^ ^ ALRIGHT? 


JIM?- 
YOU STILL 
AWAKE? , 










r AND N 
SO HELDS 
LONG REACH 
AGAIN 
TOUCHES 
v ANOTHER, y 


r YOUR KIND ^ 
ALWAYS TRIES TO 
MASK YOUR EVIL 
BEHIND THE VEIL 
OF INNOCENT 
v SLUMBER, j 


SHALL BE 
, SWIFT. 











r I'M NOT ^ 
AUTHORIZED 
TO KILL ONE 
OF THE LORD'S 
^ FLOCK* 4 


r MAY GOD^ 
HAVE MERCY 
ON YOUR 
' , SOUL, a 


IS THIS 
SOME 
TRICK? - 
SHE*.* 


SHE'S ONE 
QFOURSJ A 
FOLLOWER. 




r EVEN IF ^ 
SHE IS 
CAVORTING 
WITH ONE OF 
THE DEVIL'S 
l WARRIORS. . 












W REST WELL, ^ 
CHILD. YOU'LL 
NEED IT BECAUSE 
THE WICKED HAVE 
JUST BEGUN TO 
COAX YOU INTO 
L THEIR WAR. A 


SHE'LL NEED a 
STRENGTH 
WARDING OFF 
HELL'S 

. ADVANCES. > 
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r l THINK THEY ^ 
FINALLY GOT 
THE MESSAGE 
TO STOP SPYING 
. ON SARA, j 







^ MARC... WHAT X 
DO YOU WANT? I 
TOLD YOU I DIDN’T 
w WANT TO TALK. > 


I KNOW. XI | 
I WAS JUST-- ™ 
BEFORE YOU HEAD 
UPSTAIRS, I WAS 
HOPING TO INTRODUCE 
, YOU TO A FRIEND 
^ OF MINE. X" 



HIS 

NAME'S BILL 
DETRUCK. 


PLEASURE 
TO MEET YOU, 
BILL. 


X SAME X 
HERE. MARC'S 
TOLD ME ABOUT 
YOUR BITOF BAD 
LUCK. I KNOW 
w WHAT IT'S . 
V LIKE. x 



X BILL WAS IN X 
VIETNAM WITH MY 
DAD UNTIL AN ENEMY 
PLATOON ATTACKED 
V THEM. THAT'S... > 


^ THAT'S WHEN X 
I LOST THE USE OF 
MY LEGS. I LOST MY 
MEMORIES, TOO, 

, LIKE YOU HAVE. > 


x EVENTUALLY, X 
THOUGH, THEY 
CAME BACK. SLOWLY 
BUT SURELY, SO YOU 
HANG IN THERE, SON. 

IT'S GOING TO BE 
X ALRIGHT. X 


APPRECIATE 

THAT. 



X NOW IF YOU'LL X 
f EXCUSE ME, MY 
COFFEE’S GETTING 
COLD. AND MARC-- 1 
DON'T LIKE SURPRISES 
OR PEOPLE WAITING 
l FOR ME 

^ UNSOLICITED, 


TAKE 
CARE OF 
YOURSELF, 
. BILL. , 






TWO hours later. 



^ wow. Nn < HU) / A 

THAI DIDN'T V-"/" 

REALLY L>- 

HAPPEN, DID /ABSOLUTELY^ 
_ IT? yn WAS A SMALL 
^—XA TOWN, WHAT ELSE 
\ WERE WE GOING 
/ . TO DO? ^ 


WHAT JS? 


^ THIS, US, 

/ JUST HANGING, 1 
I WAS BEGINNING 
TO THINK THAT I'D DONE 
SOMETHING WRONG, 

L THE WAY YOU KEPT j 
^ RUNNING OFF. 



I KNOW. 

/ YOU'VE ALREADY ^ 
/APOLOGIZED ENOUGH. 1 * * * V 

I'M JUST- SO HAPPY 
RIGHT NOW, MY LIFE 
HASN'T BEEN THE EASIEST. 
ALWAYS BEING THE OUT- 
CAST. YOU'RE THE ONLY 
ONE THAT DOESN'T MAKE 

ME FEEL THAT WAY. 

V EVEN WHEN YOU y 
\ WERE IN THE A 
/ ^ HOSPITAL. y\ .1 



SARA 


I NEVER — 

MEANT r— — — ^0; 

TO HURT L— — ^ 

. YOU. J Shhhhhb — ^ 
s '"— COME HERE, 
f I WANT TO THANK 
1 YOU FOR THAT GIFT 

V YOU LEFT ON MY 

V NIGHT STAND, A 


GIFT? 









X LOOK X 
f AT ME!' DM > 

walking; right 

HERE-'I'M 

walking?; it's 

, BEEN FORTY j 

V years; / 


W MY GOD ! X 

you did it;; 

MARC WAS 
RIGHT. YOU ARE 
THE MIRACLE 
K MAKER. ‘ 


r WHAT'RE l 
YOU DOING? 
1 TOLD YOU 
TO STOP 
HOUNDING 

v us. y 


r I KNOWA 
1 JUST 
WANT YOU 
TO SEE 
SOME- 
l THING. > 


' I'M NOT X 
IN THE MOOD 
FOR YOUR 
v CRAP ! > 


YOU 

EXPECTING 

ANYONE? 


THEN 

STAY 

HERE, 


^ LOOK, I X 
UNDERSTAND YOUR 
ANGER. JUST GIVE 
^ ME A MINUTE. t 


WHAT DO 
YOU NEED, 
MARC? 


r I NEED ^ 
JIM TO STEP 
OUTSIDE. 
SOMEONE’S 
. WAITING. , 


r IT'LL X 
ONLY TAKE A 
SECOND. I 
, PROMISE, a 


JIM? 
WHO IS 
. IT? 






OCI 

KN 







IS THIS ^ 
SOME KIND 
OF SfCK 
. JOKE?' > 


MARC.,.? 



^ YOU DON'T KNOW N 
WHAT THIS IS LIKE.' 
HOW THIS FEELS' YOU'VE 
GIVEN ME BACK MY LIFE. 

YOU UNDERSTAND, 

V MY LIFE IS BACK' ^ 


^ THANK YOU. 
THANK YOU SO MUCH N 
FOR THIS GIFT. YOU ARE 
A TRUE MIRACLE. MY 
WIFE, SHE'S GOING TO 
HAVE A BLOODY HEART 
ATTACK WHEN SHE j 
V SEES ME. 


SARA, BOTH OF YOU LISTEN, 

I'VE BEEN FOLLOWING THE STORY OF YOUR 
HOSPITAL BURNING DOWN, AND EVERYWHERE 
I WENT PEOPLE WERE GETTING CURED, CURED OF 
THINGS AND THEIR DOCTORS DON'T EVEN KNOW 
WHY. I MEAN FULL BLOWN MIRACLES f IT ALL 
SEEMED RANDOM, I WAS DRIVING MYSELF 
CRAZY! THEN IT CAME TO ME. 

REMEMBER WHEN WE 
LEFT THE PRECINCT AND JUDY 
NOTICED MY COUGH WAS GONE? 

I MEAN, I WAS ON MY DEATH BED THAT 
MORNING/ THEN...BAM/ IT WAS GONE.' 
JUST LIKE THAT, AND IT GOT ME TO THINKING. 
SO I TRACKED JIM'S STEPS FROM THE TIME 
OF THE EXPLOSIONS. EVERYWHERE JIM HAD 
BEEN/ EVERY ROOM HE'D BEEN [N AND ALMOST 
EVERY PERSON HE'D COME INTO CONTACT 
WITH WHO WAS SICK WAS NOW 
CURED / I'D TOUCHED JIM WHEN 
I MOVED HIM TO THE COUCH 
THE OTHER DAY.* 


OH STOP YOUR 
BLABBERING! LET ME 
THANK THE MAN, 


+ See issue 195'-Tadd. 



r AND THE GRAND- ^ 
KIDS' I'M GOING TO BE 
A SU PERHERO TO THEM 
THIS IS ALL JUST,.. SO.. 
^ THANK YOU. ^ 


^ C'MON, ^ 
MARC.' 1 NEED TO 
GET HOME. . 


? BILL, GIVE ^ 
ME A FEW MINUTES. 

I'LL MEET YOU 
DOWN IN THE LOBBY 
YOU OKAY TAKING 
t THE ELEVATOR? ^ 


^ ELEVATOR?] ~ 
HELL, TM TAKING THE 
STAIRS' I'LL BE WAITING 
■sw. FOR YOU. ^ 









Y SO YOU CAN ^ 
r BE PISSED AT ME. 1 
1 GET IT, BUT IT WAS 
GOING TO COME 

OUT eventually, so 

NOW WHAT DO YOU 
k WANT TO DO . 
^ ABOUT THIS? A 


Y SO, HERE'S ^ 
r WHAT I WANT 
TO SAY. THAT 
MAN YOU JUST... 
SOMEHOW FIXED 
THAT'S A STORY! 
ONE THAT EVERY- 
ONE'S GOING TO 
i WANT TO H EAR 
^ ABOUT, > 


ARE YOU 

r KIDDING ME? 1 
THIS WAS ALL SO THAT 
YOU COULD GET SOME 
GODDAMN EXCLUSIVE 
FROM ME! ISN’T THAT 
RIGHT? WELL, YOU GO 
TO HELL! I DON'T 
k WANT TO SEE YOUR A 
W FACE AGAIN. A 


fine. DO 

W WH AT YOU WANT. ^ 
f BUT YOU'RE GOING 1 
TO NEED HELP 
WHETHER YOU WANT 
IT OR NOT, AND SADLY 
FOR YOU, I'M THE ONLY 
ONE, OTHER THAN 
SARA HERE, WHO'S 
k WILLING TO A 
PROTECT YOU. At 




EVERYONE! 


THE MOMENT 
BILL WALKS --AND 1 
MEAN LITERALLY WALKS 
INTO HIS HOUSE-A MILLION 
QUESTIONS ARE GOING TO 
BE ASKED, COPS, DOCTORS, 
MEDIA. THEY'RE GOING TO 
STORM IN YOUR DIRECTION. 
EVERY ONE OF THEM LOOK- 
ING TO GET A PIECE 
OF YOU! 


, ALL I’M 
fW / ASKING FOR 
IS TO GIVE ME A 
CHANCE TO HELP 
RUN INTERFERENCE. 
HE'S SEEN YOUR FACE 
AND KNOWS WHERE 
YOU LIVE, YOUVE 
GOT ABOUT TWO 
DAYS, AT BEST, 
BEFORE THIS 
BLOWS UP, 



I JUST DIDN'T > 
THINK YOU'D WANT 
TO DO THIS ON YOUR 
OWN. CALL ME IF 
V YOU WANT, X 


SARA? 


YEAH? 


r YOU'RE ^ 
GOING TO BE 
LATE FOR 
. WORK, a 







this 
is just 
crazy. 


"I KNOW, JIM, 
SOD’S ALREADY 
TOLD ME THAT. 
STILL, IT'S NICE 
TO HEAR." 


"HOPEFULLY, WHEN 
YOU GET HOME, I'LL HAVE 
THIS SORTED OUT. AT LEAST 
AS MUCH AS I CAN. WE 
CAN TALK ABOUT IT THEN. 
IS THAT OKAY?" 


"WHATEVER YOU NEED. 
I'VE WANTED TO BE ALONE 
TO SORT MY PROBLEMS 
OUTA HUNDRED TIMES. 

I WONT TELL A SOUL." 


"THANKS. AND SARA... 
I LOVE YOU, TOO." 


"I'M NOT GOING, 
NOT WITH WHAT 


JUST HAPPENED. 


"I KNOW YOU 
WANT TO DO THE 
RIGHT THING, SARA, 
THAT'S WHY YOU'RE 
SO FANTASTIC. AND 
I'M SORRY [T SEEMS 
LIKE I KEEP PUSHING 
YOU AWAY EVERY TIME 
SOMETIME WEIRD 
HAPPENS, BUT1-- 
I JUST NEED TO BE 
ALONE FOR AWHILE. 

TRY AND FIGURE 
OUT WHAT THIS ALL 
MEANS." 


"I UNDER- 
STAN D r JIM. r ' 









BECAUSE 

I'M 

LOOKING 
FOR MY 
PAST? 


^ YES.' THAT'S ^ 
WHAT THEY'RE AFRAID 
OR THAT YOU 'LL ACTUALLY 
FIND IT. THEN YOU'LL 
REALLY BE DANGEROUS . 
tv TO THEM. 


r DANGEROUS f ^ 
WHAT 'RE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? I 
DON’T EVEN KNOW 
WHO THEY ARE. F 
OR WHY THEY'RE 
k. CHASING ME? A 


r BECAUSE THEY'RE ^ 
AFRAID OF YOU. 
HEAVEN. HELL. YOU'RE 
A RISK TO BOTH OF 
THEM. SO, THEY’LL 
KEEP SENDING AGENTS 
UNTIL YOU GIVE UP OR 
^ YOU'RE DEAD. >1 


USE YOUR 
POWERS. 


r USE 'EM 1 
AGAINST 
EVERY LAST 
ONE OF 
L THEM. A 


r YOU'RE SPAWN, ^ 
REMEMBER. USE THAT. IF 
YOU DON'T THE BAD GUYS 
WILL EXPLOIT YOU. ^ 


WF DON'T 
f GIVE 'EM THAT 1 
SATISFACTION. 
YOU’VE GOT POWERS 
THAT CAN DO YOU 
AND OTHERS 
L GOOD. FOCUS A 
F> ON THAT. 


■ \ 'm 


f THEY X 
WANT ME 
THAT BAD - 
I'LL MAKE IT 
EASY FOR 

them: 
FOLLOW 
v ME? J 


GOOD! 
I HOPE 
THEY'RE 
AFRAID. 












LOOK 

SPAWN 


r MY 
NAME'S 
. JIM. 


^ YEAH, YEAH. WHATEVER IT 
r IS, THIS IS RIDICULOUS. YOU SEEM ^ 
TO THINK THIS IS SOME KIND OF GAME. 
YOUR ENEMIES AREN'T GOING TO JUST 
COME OUT OF THE SHADOWS WHEN YOU 
WANT THEM. THEY PLAN AND SCHEME— 
FOR YEARS SOMETIMES --JUST WAITING . 
FOR THE RIGHT OPPORTUNITY, 


1 1 y j_*j* 



THEY WANT 

W TO CONTROL YOU. 
f YOU AND YOUR POWERS, \ 

because with them, they m 

MIGHT JUST BE ABLE TO TILT ■ 
THE WAR IN THEIR FAVOR. SO r 
TH EY DON'T GIVE A DAMN /I 
V ABOUT YOU/ IT'S YOUR / 

\ POWER THEY WANT / 

> T 2 HARNES 3 if yoTrT' 

f NOT CAREFUL 
M THEY MIGHT 

' JUST.., > 


X NEITHER DID N 
I. BUT I DIDN'T GET 
TO CONTROL THEIR 
ATTACKS ANY MORE 
THAN YOU'LL BE 
V ABLE TO. ^ 


I DON'T 
HAVE 
YEARS TO 
WAIT. 


9 

m 
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r DO NOT A 
TEST ME/ 
JUST TELL ME 
WHERE (VI Y 
V WIFE IS' A 


r WHERE 
IS SHE? I 
WANT HER 
t BACK. „ 


YOU TOUCH 
SARA AND I'LL 
^ Kill YOU' > 


f I DON'T 
KNOW 
WHO SHE 
IS! SO 

SCREW 
k YOU/ 




60 UMR 
SPAWN' 
GO LIMP! 
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Moments later. 



WHERE IS SHE, 

DEMONS? MY WIFE! ^ 
WHERE'D SHE DISAPPEAR TO? 
SHE WAS SENT DOWN HERE TO VERIFY 
THE DEATH OF ONE OF YOUR SPAWNS, 
BUT SHE'S YET TO RETURN, AND WHEN 
I WENT TO HER POSTING YOU A 
^ TWO WERE THE ONLY 
ONES 1 SAW. 


r you MEAN ^ 

THAT ANGEL? TW£ 
ONE TUATTRfEt? 
KILLING bWE'b 
v youR wipe..-? > 



^DT 1WN j T 
) avEA^m 
s J ABOUT U£R ’ 
*y OR t?£Rf>J OR 
yOUR£?/ twe 0H&H 
TRi£l? KILLING £0 

J STUCK HER TO A 
K WALL. IW j 

\ £TfLL / 

TWRCA >21 



HE'S RIGHT, 

1 SAW HER, TOO, 
HUNG LIKE A RAG 
DOLL. I THINK SHE 
MIGHT'VE EVEN 
. DAMAGED HER A 
^ WINGS. A 




y 1 SAID YOUR \ 
SKANKY BRIDE 
GOT HER WINGS 
CLIPPED. AND WE 
ALL KNOW WHAT 
l THAT DOES TO v 
THEM. >1 










60 RKP 1 U 


CLOWN/ 


YOUR 
TONGUE 
OUT! , 


DON'T 

INTERFERE 

cretin: 


r excellent: ^ 

YOU'VE BOUGHT 
US SOMETIME, 

^ REDEEMER. > 


■r SO, LET'S 
QUITTHE 
CHARADES AND 
BOTH COME 
V CLEAN! > 


r YOU'RE 
HERETO STEAL 
THIS NEW 


£>PAWN. 


AREN'T YOU?! 
YOU AND YOUR 
BLASPHEMOUS 


r I'LL s 
SAY THIS 
ONE LAST 
TIME... , 
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f OH, 1 \ 

DID plenty: 
enough to wake 

HER SCREAM LIKE 
THE WHORE 
V SHE IS. v i 


I'M HERB 
FOR MY WIFE! 
WHAT DID YOU 
. DO TO HER? ^ 


If STILL, 
f SHE PUT UP 1 
A GOOD FIGHT— 
UP UNTIL 1 
RIPPED HER 

wings off: YOU 
EVER HEARD THE 
SOUND THEY 
MAKE WHEN YOU 
RIP THOSE 
APPENDAGES 
k OUT OF THEIR j 
V BACKS? A 


r THOUGHT ^ 
I WAS GOING 
TO TEAR HER 
ENTIRE SPINE 

L OUT. a 


r m 

60IN6 
, TO... , 


W WHAT?/ 4 
KILL MB? y 

YOU CAN'T' THOSE 
ARENTYQUR 
ORDERS, ARE A 
THEY? j/m 


rf 


Ttf€V?! 


, ChVT V 

PfPi 

[fTli |T 



U A 1 

vT/\i 

pi " * 1 T 

1 i A fi 


Jj a 



















X DIDN'T ^ 
r THINK SO. AND ~ 
BEFORE YOU GET 
TOO COCKY, 1 CAN 
GROW AS BIG 
AS NEEDED TO 
DESTROY A 
* YOU! / 


r YOUR ^ 
MENTORS 
DIDN'T TEACH 
YOU THAT DfD 
v THEY? A 


1*2^ NO r YOUR 
^ ORDERS WERE TO 
RETRIEVE AND ENSLAVE 
THE SPAWN, THATS WHAT 
YOUR GOD NEEDS, ISN'T IT? 
HE WANTS SPAWN! NOT 
YOUR WIFE! 


YOU'RE N 
BEGINNING TO 
SOUND LIKE THE 
LAST SPAWN. 
ALWAYS WHINING 
ABOUTH/S t 
V WIFE, TOO. J 


BUTTHE RULES \ 
r STILL APPLY, DON'T \ 

THEY? TOTAL DOMINATION. 
DONT WE BOTH WANT THAT? 
HEAVEN AND HELL. WE'RE NOT 
SO DIFFERENT ARE WE? WE'LL 
BOTH DO WHATEVER WE HAVE 
TO, TO CONTROL THE SOULS A 
V OF HUMANS. jf 


r BUT ^ 
THEY AREN'T 
THE ONLY 
'WILDCARDS' 
IN THE 
l DECK. . 











r OR HAS 
YOUR SIDE 
FORGOTTEN 
ABOUT THE 
'SHADOW 
PLAYERS? 


FOR ALL THE DEATH 
AND DESTRUCTION YOUR 
* GOD HAS RAINED DOWN ON THIS ^ 
PLANET HE DECIDED THEY WEREN'T 1 
WORTHY OF SERVING HIM. AFTER ALL 
HIS HYPOCRISY AND ARROGANCE, J 
HE CHOOSE THESE SOULLESS A 
^ OUTCASTS AS HIS NEW Mk 
i\ 1CRAL STANDARD ?!^^# ... , 

WE’RE "V ^3£U.*> i 

f AT WAR! V 

DOESN’T HE * THE ONLY ” 
GET IT? THERE’S r THING THAT 
NO ROOM FOR MATTERS IS VICTORY- - 
L MORALS HE’S MADE A GRAVE 
^ NOW' X MISCALCULATION ON 
KB. ^ THIS GROUP, A 


r YOU WILL ^ 
NOW BE 
AN EXAMPLE 
OF THAT 
w MISTAKE. A 


I'M NOT 
AFRAID 
TO DIE. 







OUR CAUSE 

r HAS BEEN FURTHERED 
TONIGHT BECAUSE OF THE 
allegiance OF VAMPIRES 
V and demons, y 


YOU'VE 
DONE WELL, 
MY FRIENDS. 
TELL BLUDD HE 
SHOULD BE 
PROUD OF YOUi 
THIS NIGHT. 









you 9tp 

TUAT TO 

Mm 


CLOWN - 

you 

QKAy? 


r i've 

BEEN GIVEN 
CERTAIN 
POWERS, 

^ TOO. > 


^ A B]T SORE, ^ 
BUT I WAS ABLE 
TO DEFEAT KIM, AS 
v YOU CAN SEE. j 



r I'M SORRY ^ 
ALL THIS KEEPS 
HAPPENING 
^ TO US. > 


£■>' V - 





W BUT YOU'RE ^ 
r GETTING CAUGHT IN 1 
THE MIDDLE OF SOME 
OF MY OWN PERSONAL 
FIGHTS. LIKE YOU, I’VE 
k BEEN HUNTED FOR A 
VERY LONG TIME. A 


hO wuy’RE 

you t?or no 

ALLTUf£? 


W BECAUSE ^ 
r I NEED HELP, 
TOO, AND THERE 
AREN'T MANY 
PLACES 
FOR OUR KIND 
k TO GO, J 


besides, I 

COULD USE A 
FRIEND. A 







THEN IVE 

got your 

3AC\C PROM 
NOW ON, 


r you ^ 

$tm to 

0£ THE ONLy 
ONE X CAH 
TRUST TUE&E 
V PAYS, y 
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r BOSS Ns 
DOESN'T LIKE 
US DATING THE 
CUSTOMERS. 
YOU'VE SEEN 
HOW CRAZY 
L HE GETS, y 


^ C'MQN, ^ 
SUSAN, WE'VE 
HAD THIS 
CONVERSATION 
v BEFORE. > 


X I SAID X r g 

f I KNOW, BUT \ J 

THIS GUY— \ , / 

THIS ONE'S 

DIFFERENT. HE'S K SO N 
NOT LIKE THOSE TO HELL 
, OTHERS. I ^ WITH THE 
V CAN TELL, y\ BOSS! , 


KNOW 


^nrrrrmmrL- 


BRING IT ON, 

girlfriend: — 

I JUST KNOW I 

THIS IS GOING 

TO MAKE ME f FIRST OFF.X- 

X Jealous. She shows up \ 

ON TIME, WHICH > 
7 PUTS HIM AHEAD OF 
ga a NINETY-FIVE PERCENT 
^ OF MOST MEN. THEN 
\ HE TOOK MY HAND 
-jV \ AND KISSED rT LIKE 
\ I WAS ROYALTY J 
i Rk OR SOME- / 

mK THING. XXi 


r now, ^ 

YOU WANT 
TO HEAR THE 
DETAI LS OF 
LAST NIGHT 
v OR NOT? > 


^ AND HIS \ 
EYES, I MEAN \ 
THEY WERE... 

^ WOW! ^ 

r 1 


It 
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^ PLUS HE WAS ^ 
DRESSED PROPER, 
LIKE A MAW SHOULD. 
OHH-AND DID HE 
SMELL GOOD, REAL 
V GOOD! X 


^ THEN, YOU'LL^ 
NEVER GUESS 
WHERE WE 
WENT TO EAT? 

HAVANAS 
k HEAVEN! J 


W OH MY ^ I WHAT 

GOD! WE'VE \/^ YOU X DID YOU f MY 
TALKED ABOUT [ SHOULD \WEAR? / B LUE 
GOING THERE / HAVE SEEN THE STRAP 
L FOREVER! J PLACE "IT WAS LESS. 

PERFECT. THE WINE 
VI HI THE CANDLES, 
romantic MUSIC 
^ 1 EVERYTHING! 

p 7 tf \ JUST — IT WAS > 

&/ ' V MAGICAL, A 


f YOU ' 
DIDN'T! 
YOU'RE 
i MEAN. , 


then we just 

\f WALKED AROUND, X 
MUST HAVE BEEN, LIKE 
TWO HOURS, AND NOT ONCE 
DID HE BRING UP ANOTHER 
GIRLFRIEND OR EX~WIFE, 
NOT ONCE THE WHOLE 
night, he even held y 

MY HAND. 


r AND 
HE'S HUGE 
RIGHT? 


d I'M NOT * 
TALKING HEIGHT. 

I'M TALKING 
v LENGTH, . 


X OH, THAT! X 
U WAS FANTASTIC!' 
AND SO WAS HE, I 
MEAN HE TREATED ME 
LIKE A PRINCESS, HE 
LISTENED TO ME TALK. 

HELD OPEN DOORS, 
DIDN'T EVEN ASK IF HE 
COULD COME INTO MY 
APARTMENT. I HAD , 
V TO COAX HIM. A 


y AND THIS ^ 
MORNING 
WHEN I WOKE, 
HE'D LEFT THIS 
NECKLACE 
AND SOME 
ROSES ON THE 
v TABLE. > 




FOUND THEM. I DIDN'T THINK 
THERE WERE ANY GENTLEMEN LEFT 
IN THE WORLD, AT LEAST NOT FOR 
ME. NOTIN MY LIFETIME. 


1p SO H I DON'T CARE 
WHAT THE BOSS 
THINKS' I NEED TO 
HOLD ON TO THIS 
ONE, I CAN'T LET 
HIM GET AWAY/" 


HEY, 

MALCOLM 


NEED 
HEY, \ ANY- 

trish.Jthing? 


NOT 

RIGHT 

NOW, 

THANKS 


THOUGHT 
YOU MIGHT 
BE HERE. 


/ I'M CURIOUS, N 
WHY HAVENS YOU 
BEEN ANSWERING 
MY CALLS? SURELY 
YOU'RE NOT TRYING 
TO AVOID ME, ARE 
YOU? NOT WHEN 
, THERE'S WORK 
V TO BE DONE, 4 


EVENING, 

MALCOLM 
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NOT 1 

INTERESTED. W ENJOYING \ 
^ _ ^7 LIFE TOO N 

1 / / MUCH, IS THAT 

/ IT? EVEN HEARD 

/ YOU’RE DATING 

/ \ A STRIPPER-- 

/ \ THAT'S PRETTY j 

V V COOL! y 


r I KNOW A 
IT'S BEEN 
AWHILE. BUT 
NOW WE 
NEED YOU 

v back. / 


BUT YOU KNOW, " 
LOTS OF BAD THINGS 
CAN HAPPEN TO THE 
GIRLS AWAY FROM 
v the club, > 


POSSIBLY 
EVEN YOUR 
GIRL. , 


W MAT'D 
YOU 
SAY? 









UHHH.., 

T ALWAYS THE N, 
IMPULSIVE ONE, 
WERENTYOU? I GUESS 
THAT'S WHAT MADE YOU 
GREAT AT TIMES, I NEED 

V YOU TO DO A JOB' y 

V FOR me. / 


r NICE TO SEE ^ 
YOU AGAIN, MALCOLM. 
BEEN A LONG TIME, HOWS 
THE WIFE AND KIDS 
THESE DAYS? ^ 


I'M 

RETIRED, 


x SO YOU ^ 

SAY, BUT THAT'S 
A HURDLE WE CAN 
BOTH GET OVER. 
DON'T WORRY 
v ABOUT IT, A 


THEY'RE DEAD. 
ALL OF THEM. 


YEAH, THOUGHT 
7 I HEARD SOMETHING 1 
LIKE THAT. I'M SORRY, 

I REALLY AM. IT'S A 
HELLUVA BUSINESS WE'RE 
IN* I MEAN I JUST- -I HATE 
IT WHEN COLLATERAL 
L DAMAGE ENTERS A 
THE PICTURE, ^*^8 


SO HERE'S THE SCOOP. M 

I SENT MY BEST HITTER TO PICK UP A 
r TARGET. YOU KNOW THE KIND, BIG ENTRANCE, A ^ 
LITTLE MELODRAMA, SCARE THE LOCALS -THEN GET 
YOUR TARGET AND YOU'RE DONE. ROUTINE MOST OF 
THE TIME. BUT THIS ONE BLEW VP/ SEE, MY VILLAIN 
. NEVER SHOWED BACK UP. IN FACT HE COULDN'T * 
BECAUSE HE GOT HIS GUTS SPLATTERED 
ALL OVER THE WALLS/* 


WHY 
AM I 
HERE? 


YOU STARTING TO GET ^ 
THE PICTURE? THE TARGET 
SLAUGHTERED MY BEST AGENT' 
IMAGINE WHAT THAT DOES TO 
ONE'S REPUTATION? y 


AND NOW, BUSINESS 
O IS IN THE SHJTTERj COMMISSIONS X 
ARE WAY DOWN AND MY MARKET 
SHARE'S ON LIFE SUPPORT, SEE, NO ONE 
WANTS TO HIRE A VILLAIN FROM A 
V FIRM THAT CAN'T DELIVER, THAT'S y 
WHERE YOU COME IN* 


♦See issue 
laT-lfadd. 


r WONDERING ^ 
WHEN YOU WERE 
GOING TO GET 
_ TO THAT. ^ 


DON'T 
GET PUP 
WITH 
. MEj , 


I VE BEEN 

fT KEEPING TABS ON \ 
/ YOU SINCE YOU RAN \ 
OUT ON ME, DRUGS. ' 
BOOZE. YOU'RE LIFE'S BEEN 
A MESS SINCE YOUR FAMILY 
GOT TORCHED, I GET THAT- 
REALLY I DO. BUT YOU'VE 
BEEN LIVING LIKE A DOG 
L FOR TWO YEARS NOW . 
^ WITH NOWHERE A 
XX TO GO, 


\ I'M A 

\ ( telling 

/ YOU NEED \ YOU" 

r THE CASH. AND AJ WOMEN, 
DON'T GIVE ME THEY'LL 

ANY B.S. THAT YOU SUCK YOU 
DON'T, WE ALL NEED . DRY*' j 

MONEY. EVERYONE OF X- ■"' c 

US. BESIDES, HOW 
YOU GOING TO / _ 

SUPPORT THAT NEW / 

V POLE DANCING A 
\ GIRL OF 

X YOURS? \7 - 


■*' .■ 1 


L fj 


















C'MONi 

X MALCOLM* YOU'RE ^ 
f SMARTER THAN THAT/ YOU \ 
KNOW WHAT I'M CAPABLE OF. 
ESPECIALLY WHEN I'M PISSED. 
SO DO US BOTH A FAVOR, JUST 
DO THIS ONE LAST JOB AND 
k YOU NEVER HERE FROM ME j 
V EVER AGAIN. 1 SWEAR X 
TO YOU. ^X 


AND IF THAT VEILED 
r THREAT ISN'T ENOUGH, THEN N 
HOW ABOUT THIS TIDBIT? YOUR 
TARGET, THE ONE WE'VE TRACKED 
DOWN. THE ONE THAT SOME NOSEY 
REPORTER KEEPS ASKING ABOUT- - 
WELL IT SEEMS LIKE YOU HAVE SOME- 
THING IN COMMON WITH HIM. 

V REMEMBER HOW THEY CALLED v 
YOU PATIENT 46? 


THEY'RE 
CALLING THIS 
GUY PATIENT 47. 


YOU'RE 

LYING// 

1 WAS THE 
LAST ONE// 
THERE AREN'T 
ANY MORE' . 


^ I PAY YOU A \ 
r BOATLOAD OF CASH, AND > 
YOU BRING ME THIS TARGET 
THATS RUINED MY BUSINESS. I 
NEED TO KNOW HOW HE DID IT 
AFTER THAT YOU GO BACK TO 
YOUR LOSER LIFE AND DO 
k. WHATEVER YOU WANT. ^ 








I KMOW, 

Y BUT I'M ALL HE'S ™ 
COT. I JUST NEED TO BE 
PATIENT HERE. GIVE HIM 

HIS SPACE, 1 OUESS. AMY- 
WAY, ENOUGH ABOUT ME, 
HOW YOU BEEN HOLDING 
UP, JUDY? NO MORE 

V KIDNAPPING DREAMS, j 
X. I HOPE? / 


OUTSIDE- - 
I NEED SOME 
FRESH AIR. , 


\/T NO. I'M X 
OKAY. JIM’S 
JUST BEING WEIRD 
AGAIN, NOTHING 
NEW, YOU STILL 
WANT ME TO 
COME OVER 
_ TOMORROW? Y 


ALRIGHT, 

I'Ll HMM, 

NOW THAT'S 
STRANGE. , 


wait: 

WHERE 1 RE 
YOU 
GOING? 


^ YEAH, HE IS ACTING ^ 
A LITTLE STRANGE BUT 
FOR GOOD REASON. HE SAID 
WE'LL TALK ABOUT IT 
TONIGHT- -I'M NOT SO SURE 
THOUGH „ HE HASN'T SAID A 
WORD SINCE 1 GOT HOME 
^ FROM WORK. ^ 


^ SORRY, I'M BEING 
x SO QUIET, BUT I DIDN'T 
* WANT JIM TO HEAR. NO, NO, 1 
HE'S DOING FINE, BUT SOME- 
THING "SOMETHING I CAN'T EXPLAIN 
HAPPENED THIS MORNING AND 
WE'RE JUST TRYING TO GET THROUGH 
IT. I PROMISED HIM I WOULDN'T 
TELL ANYONE, SO 

\ I CAN'T GO INTO IT, HOPE ^ 
\ YOU UNDERSTAND, 


WHAT? 


X 


\ 








ar YOU'VE GOT \i\\ 
V IT BACKWARDS, \%V 
SPAWN. IT'S YOU 
THEY'RE AFRAID OR 
BECAUSE IF YOU M 
EVER FIND YOUR As? 
PAST YOU INSTANTLY 
BECOME VERY Me 
__ DANGEROUS TO 
BOTH OF 
THEM. 

AND 

HOW DO 
YOU KNOW 
VxX\ THAT? > 


r x THAT'S Nr* 

/ NOT IMPORTANT. \ 
f WHAT IS— IS THAT T 
HEAVEN AND HELL 
HAVE BEGUN 
CONVERGING IN YOUR 
DIRECTION AND 
BOTH ARE BUILDING 
t UP THEIR FORCES > 

\ WITH EXTREME / I'VE N 
POWER . TOLD YOU 

ALREADY, 

^-—11 I'M NOT 

D| ri| ^ -jvafraid of 


r PLANS? N 
WHAT'RE YOU 
TALKING ABOUT? 
AND 1 STILL DON'T 
GET HOW YOU 
APPEAR OUT OF 
L NOWHERE, _ 


BECAUSE THE 

^AGENTS THEY'RE SENDING ARE^ 
ELITE, HIGH RANKING SOLDIERS. 
THEY DON'T WASTE THOSE TYPES 
ON MISSIONS UNLESS IT'S 
IMPERATIVE. I'M STILL TRYING TO 
GATHER SOME DETAILS THAT . 
V MIGHT HELP YOU, 


W THEY'VE ^ 
BEGUN, JIM. 1 
AND YOU'RE 
DEAD CENTER OF 
BOTH THEIR A 
k PLANS. V - 


IN THE 

IT MEANTIME, ^ 
f I'VE TRACKED 1 
DOWN SOMETHING 
YOU MIGHT BE 
INTERESTED IN. 
THERE'S A BRIEFCASE 
INSIDE IT, I'VE BEEN 
TOLD IS A COMPLETE 
t DOSSIER OF 
k YOUR ENTIRE A 

Ik. life, jm 


r I'M STILL > 
WORKING ON 
THAT, BUT 
WE LL FIND IT. 

JUST BE 
^ PATIENT, a 


WHAT? 
WHERE 
IS IT? 


r I NEED " 
TO GO NOW. 

BEWARE, 
THEY'RE ALL 
AROUND 
^ YOU, a 









WHY? SO 

r YOU CAN GET YOUR \ 
DA/UJV STORY AND MAKE 
A NAME FOR YOURSELF? 
IS THAT IT? I'M GETTING 
TIRED OF YOU AMBUSHING 
ME LIKE YOU DID WITH 
^ THAT OLD MAN IN THE J 

\ wheelchair:* 


^ I NEED 
TO TALK TO 
YOU/ PLEASE- 
JUST GIVE ME 
v A CHANCE. . 


r I'M < 
SORRY. 

I DIDN'T 
MEAN 
k TO... > 


*5ee lust issue. Todd 


^ you 

f &OPPAMN y 
LIAZU 

OF COURSE YOU MEANT 
IV THATS YOUR JOB" 
TO EXPLOIT PEOPLE FOR 
PERSONAL GAIN. AT 
LEAST BE MAN ENOUGH 
TO ADMIT THAT/ WHY 
L ELSE WOULD YOU A 
BE HERE? JSk 


' BECAUSE ^ 
YOU'RE GOING 
TO NEED A 
v FRIEND/ > 


YEAH? 

WHY'S 

THAT? 





>r 

^ | 
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Yesterday. 



LOOK. I'M "-n. 
W GETTING SICK OF ^ 
REPEATING MYSELF,' FOR 1 
THE HUNDREDTH TIME-' 

I DON'T BELIEVE IT/ SO STOP 
TALKING TO ME ABOUT YOUR 
FR1GGIN' FAITH HEALER . r I'VE 
READ YOUR WRITE UR SO 
V WHAT IF A FEW PEOPLE J 
GOT CURED? 


r WITHOUT ^ 
THEM 

YOU'VE GOT 
SPECULATION 
AND THAT'S 
NOT THE KIND 
OF PAPER 
L I RUN, y 


y WHY, ^ 
BECAUSE 1 
YOU WANT IT 
TO BE? BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 

DESPERATE FOR 
" WELL A YOUR FIRST . 
THIS IS l FEATURE?^ 
REAL/ 


¥ I NEED 
FACTS/ 
UNDER' 
V STAND? 


iur NO/ 
fY BECAUSE I'VE ^ 
/ SEEN IT/ HE DID 1 
f IT TO ME AND HE'S ^ 
DONE IT TO OTHERS. 
EACH ONE OF THEM 
HAS VERIFIED HIS 
PRESENCE. THIS 
COULD BE THE BIGGEST 
THING YOU'VE HAD IN 
YEARS AND YOU'RE 
GOING TO IGNORE i 
\ THAT BECAUSE A 
\ WE DON'T GET A 
-A. ALONG? 


r FINE/ YOU 
WANT A STORY, 
THEN WE LL DO 
IT THE RIGHT 
v WAY. > 


^ HELLO,./ > 
TELL DETRITCH 
I WANT HIM UP 
TO MY OFFICE 
v NOW/ y 


r THIS IS MY > 
LEAD. I DON'T 
NEED MORE HELP 
PUTTING IT 
v TOGETHER, a 


r FINE/ YOU 
WANT A STORY, 
THEN WE LL DO 
IT THE RIGHT 
v WAY. > 


^ HELLO,./ > 
TELL DETRITCH 
I WANT HIM UP 
TO MY OFFICE 
v NOW/ y 


r ...HE'S ^ 
GOING TO 
BE YOUR 
GUINEA 
v PIG I 


HASN'T 
WALKED A 
STEP SINCE 
n NAM. > 


SO, YOU 
WANT YOUR 
STORY" 
THEN BRING 
ME BACK A 
. MIRACLE. J 


I CAN 
HANDLE 
THIS 
ALONE, 


^ OHHH *. + ^ 
DETRITCH'S 
NOT GOING 
TO BE YOUR 
HEIR DEAR 
v BOY... j 













1 5 hours later 



GOING TO 
r PUT US ON I 
TOP' IT DOESN'T 1 
GET ANY BIGGER 
THAN THIS. WE LL 
SCOOP THE ENTIRE 
NATION. I MEAN 
LOOK AT YOU, 
BILL, YOU CRAZY 
BASTARD' STAND- 
t IN 6/ YOU'RE i 
\ ACTUALLY A 
\ STANDING' / 1 


AND I ^ 
f HAVE TO SAY, 1 
MR. DOWNING 
WAS JUST THE 
NICEST GENTLE- 
MAN. HE'S GIVEN 
ME THE CHANCE 
TO BE A MAN 
k AGAIN TO J 
MY WIFE. A 


' X NEED ^ 
MORE TIME THAN 
^ THAT. 


^ what /? v, \ I nifMPmn 

THERE ISN T MORE U l 3% 

OWNING'S 

Z ? BECOME VERY ^ 
/ RELUCTANT TO TALK. HE 
DIDN'T LIKE THE SURPRISE 
V BILL AND I PULLED ON 
\ HIM, SO HE NEEDS A a 
LITTLE SPACE 


^ SPACE//? ARE ^ 
YOU OUT OF YOUR 
MIND.' I KNEW YOU 
DIDN'T HAVE THE 
STOMACH FOR THIS 
BUSINESS/ j 


WHAT ABOUT THE 

w HIGH AND MIGHTY FACTS YOU ^ 
NEEDED YESTERDAY? I'M TELLING 
YOU, THE GUY WONT TALK. AT 
LEAST NOT NOW. HELL, HE DOESN'T 
EVEN KNOW WHO HE IS AND 
. NEITHER DO HIS DOCTORS. HE'S A 
STILL A MYSTERY. 


r GIVE ME ^ 
ANOTHER 
DAY TO 
PLUG A FEW 
HOLES, a 


FANTASTIC.' 

A HUMAN 
INTEREST STORY. 
TOMORROW WE 
RUN THIS- FRONT 
PAGE// WITH A 
HEADLINE BIGGER 
THAN LIFE READING 
"THE SECOND 
COMING." MARC 
GET AN EXCLUSIVE 
WITH DOWNING THEN 
GET ME THE FINAL- 
IZED COPY TONIGHT 
DON'T WORRY 
ABOUT LENGTH. 
PLUS, WE'LL NEED 
A PHOTO- 
GRAPH . 


NO/ 


I HAVE ENOUGH- 
WITH OR WITHOUT HIS 
QUOTES' SO I'M TAKING YOU 
OFF THIS STORY AND HANDING 
IT TO GILLESPIE. 1 WANT MY 
EXCLUSIVE' AND BEFORE YOU 
SAY ANYTHING I'VE ALREADY 
SEIZED YOUR HARD DRIVE AND 
FILES, SO YOU DON'T HAVE 
AN OPTION HERE. 








UN H? 

f WHO I ONE OF 
DO YOU \ WHO? 
WORK 

ANYWAY? ARE t ^ 
YOU ONE OF r*-J^ 
V THEM? /jp. 


W* { YEAH? 

BECAUSE A WHY'S 
YOU'RE \ THAT? 
GOING TO 
NEED A 
FRIEND/ 


YOU JUST 
WILL. 

TRUST ME/ 



^ WERE > 
DONE. 

UNDERSTAND? 
I DON'T WANT 
YOU NEAR ME 

V AGAIN. 


' HOW 
MANY 
PEOPLE 

HAVE YOU /f DOWNING, 

, CURED? it OVER HERE/ 


WHERE 
DO YOU 
COME 
FROM? 


Mr. 

DOWNING/ 


" IN ABOUT > 
FIVE SECONDS 
YOU'LL SAY 
t OTHERWISE. , 


WERE 
YOU BORN 
WITH THIS 
POWER? 


IS IT TRUE 
YOU CAN 
CURE 

ANYTHING? 


Mr. 

DOWNING/ 


r Mr, ^ 
DOWNING 
HOW DID 
YOU DO 
V IT? > 


WHY IS THIS 
HAPPENING? 





Three hours earlier. 



W YOU 
' CAN'T QUIT 
BECAUSE 
YOU'RE 
\ FIRED // , 


SCREW 
HIS DAMN 
EXCLUSIVE 


^ YOU'VE GOT ^ 
TWENTY MINUTES TO 
PACK THOSE BOXES 
BEFORE WE ESCORT 
YOU OUT. ^ 


OH YEAH/ 
WELL TWO CAN 
PLAY THIS 
. GAME/ ^ 


HELLO, 

> CHANNEL FOUR? N 
IS THIS FREDDIE 
GIBSON? HOW WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO HAVE THE 
STORY OF THE CENTURY 
DROPPED IN YOUR LAP— 
x FOR TONIGHT'S J 
AIRING? 


PIECE OF 
SHi?T, 
MOTHER 
FU 

A$3HOL£ 


HELLO, " 
CHANNEL 
TEN...? , 


HELLO, 

CHANNEL 

FIVE...? 


■PH " vKS 

fc-T ^ 


a&teJfei 

B 

■ i 


ji. j|P 

iL 
















CAN YOU 
COMMENT 
ON... 


jim, \ ^ 

III GET \ f MARC***? 
YOU A j fc— ^ ^ 
TAXI. / ■ 


HEY/ 

WHAT'S 

THAT 

NOISE? 


DOES 
IT HURT 
WHEN 
YOU DO 
. IT? . 


M r, 

DOWNING 

PLEASE/ 


WHAT IS 
THAT? 


NEED TO 
TALK TO 
DOWNING ! 





m 


fj*-— 

" i' 
























r LIKE I SAID, 

I WANT TO TALK 
BUT FIRST WE 
NEED SOME 
. PRIVACY, , 


^ LEAVE ^ 
THESE PEOPLE 
v ALONE J > 


I r i'M 

RIGHT 
L HERE- 







W DID THE ^ 
r DOCTORS ’FIX' 
YOU TOO? GET 
UP f SHOW ME 
WHY THEY NEEDED 
ANOTHER 
L PATIENT/ J 


THEY ^ 
TRANSFORMED 
YOUR WHOLE 

^ body rrtr ^ 










^ THAT WASN'T ^ 
POSSIBLE ! THEY SAID 
THEY COULDN'T RE- 
ENGINEER THE BODY 
^ THAT FAR/ 


I WAS A ^ 
r PATIENT... LIKE ' 
you were; but 
1 WAS GOING 
TO BE THEIR LAST; 

THERE WEREN'T 
L SUPPOSE TO BE a 

V more; V 


MOW VO 
HNOW 




r WMATK£ 
YOU TALKING 
A0QUT”M0RE 

. *m4r? 










MORE PATIENTS! 

FOR THEIR 
^ EXPERIMENTS' 


TU£K£-R£ 

OTU£E6? 


r I WAS 
NUMBER 46 
THEY SAY 
. YOU'RE 47, 



THERE W'ERE., 

W BUT MOST DIED- ^ 
f AT LEAST THE LUCKY 1 
r ONES DID. OTHERS DISAP- 
PEARED. THEY NEVER TOLD 
US MUCH “YOU KNOW 
THAT NONE OF IT/ OUR 
LOCATION/ OUR TEST 
L RESULTS/ OUR HEALTH/ k 
V NONE OF IT/ THEY A 
;"V JUST TORTURED Jt 
^J^US INSTEAD 


r WE WERE ^ 
JUST LAB RATS 
FOR THEIR FAILED 
TESTS, THEY SAID 
IT WAS OVER. THAT 
I WAS THE LAST 
BEFORE GETTING 
. SHUTDOWN, j 


r BUT THEY 

MAt?e 



ME 

W 



% 


















^ WE ^ 

HAVE TO DIE 


THEY X 
r MADE ME 1 
LIKE THIS, 
FIRST CAME 
THE NIGHT- 
MARES. THAT'S 
WHAT STARTED 
IT-Y0UVE HAD 
THOSE TOO, 

> HAVEN'T a 
^ YOU?/ A 


You'Re 

CRAZY! 


DIDN'T 
USE TO 
BE, 


£HUT 

UP! 


4T AND 1 ^ 

r CANT ALLOW 
THAT/ WE'VE BOTH 
SUFFERED 
ENOUGH, A 


THEY RE WO-RSE 
r AT NIGHT” AREWT THEY?/ ^ 
BOMBARDING YOUR BRAIN 
WITH THINGS THAT DON'T MAKE 
SENSE, THEN COMES THE PAIN. 
THERE'S ALWAYS PAIN/ 1 CANT 
^ LET THE MEDIA SEE YOU A 
LIKE THIS/ 


l A w 















r TOM... PLEASE > 
TELL ME WE'RE 
GETTING THIS ON 
v CAMERA? > 
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r LET ME X&f if '1M FI WE, WHATEVER 

GET THIS \ ff /? F STAY OUT M/ YOU CALL YOUR STATE* ^ 
STRAIGHT— I 1 t\fff OF THIS, \, \ Wv MY QUESTION IS- HOW THE 
MEAN, 'CAUSE O/ TWITCH' THIS V, \\W HELL YOU GOING TO PUT THIS 
OBVIOUSLY YOU IS BETWEEN ft If/ LITTLE GOOSE CHASE OF YOURS 

l THINK I'M ME AND OUR ^ TO BED? YOU THINK THE 

STUPID... y$AM A GUEST FROM CROOKED POLITICIANS, MAFIA 

^ DON'T V VAGINA, THUGS, HIGH PRICED LAWYERS 

' 1 GET T^^rjtrrr THAT'S \AND NORTEGQ'S GANG ARE ALL 
tOCSJ \\ V STARTED . If ■ ft L VIRGINIA?^ JUST GONNA ROLL OVER jk 

FORYOU? 


* YOU FORGOT ’ 
THE MEDICAL 
STAFF AND THEIR 
ALLEGED" 

. OBSTRUCTIONS. 


. BUT MY ANSWER IS 

f "YES/ TO ALL OF IT THERE'S ~ 
ENOUGH CONNECTIONS TO 
WARRANT ME LOOKING INTO ALL 
THOSE POSSIBLE LEADS. SO... 
YOU MAY NOT SEE IT BUT THAT'S 
l WHY YOUR CHIEF SANCTIONED , 
fcW MY INVESTIGATION, ^ 


r WITH YOUR 
SUPREME 
GUIDANCE, OF 
l COURSE. > 


CAN THE ^ 
SARCASM. 

I GET ENOUGH 
OF IT FROM 
L TWITCH. A 


AND 

r YOU THINK 1 
US GOING TO 
HASSLE A FEW 
DOCTORS FROM 
ST. ANTHONY'S 
L IS THE BEST 
^ PLAN. AM 


LOOK, DETECTIVE 

V BURKE, YOU AND I DON'T ^ 
HAVE TO LIKE EACH OTHER.. 

THAT'S NOT RELEVANT. WHAT IS, 
IS TRYING TO LEARN WHY I HAVE 
A MURDER VICTIM BACK IN 
LANGLEY WITH SO MANY CLUES 
POINTING HERE TO YOUR CITY.* 
MORE DISTURBING IS THE FACT 

V THIS WEB JUST KEEPS 

GETTING WIDER. y 


IT'S A 
START 
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THE 

^ REPORTS ARE 
SAYING HE WAS 
ATTACKED WHERE 
HE WAS LIVING BY 
SOME SUPER - VILLAIN 
TYPE . THE MAYOR'S 
OFFICE HAS ALREADY 
A CALLED THE FBI . A 


f THIS IS X 
DETECTIVE 
TWITCH. DO YOU 
HAVE AMY 
ADDITIONAL 
L DETAILS? y 


r OH, MOW ^ 

tmoftmr 

YOU KNOW WE RE 
STARTING TOO LOW ON 
THIS, SO THEY MUSCLED 
A COUPLE OF DOCTORS, 
I J M MORE CONCERNED 
WITH THE DEAD GUYS j 
k FROM NORTEGO'S A 
N. GANG. 


r I'LL ^ 
RESERVE 
JUDGMENT 
l UNTIL... j 


r CAR % — 

57/ THIS V 

!S DISPATCH. 1 

DO YOU 

► READ? f CHRIST/ 
NOW 

" WHAT? 


DISPATCH, 
THIS IS 
DETECTIVE 
BURKE. , 


^ FROM INITIAL 

~ REPORTS THERE ^ 
> DON'T APPEAR TO BE 1 
ANY CIVILIAN FATALITIES 1 
BUT THE BUILDING DID 
COLLAPSE ON A SINGLE 
INDIVIDUAL, AND IT'S THE 
SAME GUY THAT WALKED 
OUT OF THE FIRE AT 
ST ANTHONY'S* AREN'T , 
\ YOU AND 7 WITCH * 
\ WORKING ON s< 
X THAT CASE? / 


' THERE'S BEEN Z, 

X A MASSIVE BUILDING \ 
COLLAPSE NEAR LEXINGTON 
AND 120 th. THE STRUCTURE 
UNDER CONS TRUCTION JUST 
CAME DOWN. ALL UNITS ARE 
TO HEAD THERE IMMEDIATELY 1 
BUT YOU NEED TO GET THERE 
ASAP. I THIS ONE MIGHT HAVE 
. SOMETHING TO DO WITH y 
tour CASE . 


HOW'S 

THAT? 


X YOU'RE 

NOT GOING TO < 
BELIEVE THIS. THAT 
GUY FROM ST 
ANTHONY'S -HE JUST 
WALKED AWAY J 
>_ FROM IT y 


f WHAT S A 
THAT 
GUY'S 

CONDITION? 
IS HE 
GOING TO 
Y LIVE?/ 




y' IT DID, SAM / 
y BUT HE JUST MOVED \ 
* A HUNDRED TONS OF ' 
METAL AND WALKED AWAY 
FROM IT IT'S ALL OVER THE 
NEWS / EVERY CHANNEL HAS 
ITf I'M WATCHING IT LIVE 
[RIGHT NOW/ THIS GUY, THE 
< ONE YOU AND TWITCH 
TALKED ABOUT HE JUST-IT 
WAS LIKE MOSES PARTING 
THE RED SEA! YOU NEED . 
U TO GET THERE AND J 
X CONTAIN THIS / 


/A.iu-y 

f i i . 


' WHAT DO ^ 
YOU MEAN HE 
WALKED AWAY? 
YOU SAID A 
BUILDING FELL 
v ON HIM/ v 


LIKE I SAID. ' 
THE WEB JUST 
KEEPS GETTING 
WIDER. , 
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WE CONTINUE OUR LIVE 
REPORT FROM THE ABANDONED 
CONSTRUCTION SITE OF THE 
DANDRI6E CORPORATION. CROWDS 
HAVE GATHERED NEAR THE PERIMETER 
OF THE DESTRUCTION. POLICE AND 
EMERGENCY VEHICLES ARE JUST NOW 
BEGINNING TO ARRIVE AT WHAT SOME ARE 
CALLING A SCALED-DOWN VERSION OF 
9/11. AT THE SAME TIME, WHAT BEGAN AS 
A ROUTINE INTERVIEW WITH A PERSON 
BELIEVED TO HAVE HELPED HEAL SOME 
PATIENTS AT VARIOUS HOSPITALS 
HAS EVOLVED INTO A NEAR' 
INDESCRIBABLE SIGHT 

AS YOU'VE SEEN FROM THE 
FOOTAGE WE'VE REPLAYED, THAT 
SAME INDIVIDUAL SEEMINGLY WILLED 
THE WRECKAGE AWAY FROM HIM IN A 
SHOW OF UNIMAGINABLE POWER. WE 
STILL HAVE NO OFFICIAL STATEMENT 
REGARDING WHO HE IS, OR HOW HE 
WAS ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH 
SUCH A FEAT 


WE CONTINUE OUR 
'ROUND THE CLOCK COVERAGE 
OF THIS BREAKING NEWS* A POLICE 
SOURCE, SPEAKING ON TERMS OF 
ANONYMITY, TELLS US THAT HIS NAME 
IS APPARENTLY JIM DOWNING. 
THATS ALL WE KNOW ABOUT 
HIM AT THIS TIME. 

ONE OF OUR REPORTERS 
SPOKE WITH A NURSE, WHO LIKE- 
WISE PREFERRED TO SPEAK OFF THE 
RECORD. SHE WAS ON DUTY TWO WEEKS 
AGO AT THE AREA HOSPITAL WHERE 
THIS PATIENT WAS TRANSPORTED AFTER 
THE EXPLOSION AT ST* ANTHONY'S, WHILE 
SHE WAS ABLE TO CONFIRM HIS NAME, 
SHE DID NOT KNOW WHO THIS MAN IS* 
NO ONE SEEMS TO KNOW, OUR OWN 
STAFF HAS BEEN UNABLE TO FIND ANY 
BACKGROUND ON WHAT, THUS FAR, 
APPEARS TO BE A SPECTACULAR 
MYSTERY OF UNDENIABLY 
BIBLICAL PROPORTIONS. 


THE 4ECOHV COMQH 

I'M NOT READY TO CALL IT THAT, BUT NOT 
BECAUSE I DON'T NECESSARILY THINK IT 

ISN'T! 

MY SOURCES TELL ME THAT 
THE HAS BEEN MOBILIZED ON 

THIS ONE. D'YOU THINK THEY'LL GIVE 
US AMY INTEL ON THIS MIND NUMBING 
CATASTROPHE?.. .OR EVEN EXPLAIN WHO IN 
GOD'S NAME THIS JIM DOWNING PERSON 

WILLTHEY POSITIVELY IDENTIFY THE 

m, s&en eurex villain 

WHO PRECIPITATED THIS ATTACK 
IN THE FIRST PLACE? 

WHO'S TO SAY THIS WASN'T 
ANOTHER GONE 

WRONG? WE DON'T TRULY KNOW 
WHERE OUR TAX DOLLARS ARE GOING' 

WE'VE LOST CONTROL OF OUR 

COUNTRY ON SO MANY FRONTS.'.' 

iveve comnereLY lost trn 






r GET THE 
VIDEO LINK 
CABLE FROM 
t THE VAN 


GET, ME 
SOME 
GODDAMN 
FOOTAGE. 


r IE WE GETV 

A COMMENT 1 
THIS'LL MAKE 
ALL OUR 
CAREERS a 


WHAT ^ 
ABOUT THE 
VILLAIN 


I DON'T 
CARE IF 
IT'S SAFE 
OR NOT 


THIS IS 
JUST 
CRAZY 


MR. 

DOWNING 
PLEASE 
OVER 
L HERE 


MR. 

DOWNING 


f MR. ^ 
DOWNING, 
IS IT TRUE 
YOU CURED 
DOZENS 
OF SICK 
V PEOPLE , 


r IS the ^ 
GOVERNMENT 
BEHIND ALL 
\ THIS v 


ARE YOU 1 
SOME KIND 
OF SUPER 
, HERO > 


MR* 

DOWNING 


DOCTORS 
SAID YOU'RE 
A LINK TO 
THESE 
MIRACLES 


WHERE 
DID YOU 
LEARN TO 
DO THAT 



THEY WANT 
AN 

EXCLUSIVE 


/ WHERE 
YOU 

r WHY \COM£ 
WAS THE FROM 
VILLAIN L ^ 
AFTER m 


THEN 
GET YOUR 
BACK UP 
BATTERY 


GET 

A GOOD 
POSITION 


- I DONT 
CARE WHERE 
THE POLICE 
WANT US 


MR. 

DOWNING 
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f I GIVE 1 
ORDER 
LEAVE All 
NEWS Vi 


ITU SPEE 
THINGS 
V UR 


r sure, 

BUT.„ 

I NEED TO 
CHECK THIS 
LEAD REAL 
V QUICK ! j 


W WE CANT. ^ 
NOT WITH SO IMA NY 
CIVILIANS STILL AT 
THE SCENE. WE NEED 
TO CLEAR THEM 
fe- OUT. ^ 


BUT ^ 
CHRIST 
ALMIGHTY 
WOULD YOU 
LOOK AT 
V THAT. J 


DO WHAT- 
EVER YOU HAVE 
I TO. ANY COP 

THE \ GIVES YOU 
TO \tROUBLE--RADI0 
LTHE \ME. TWITCH, CAN 
ANS YOU TACKLE 

D? 1 THE EAST 
EED /V QUADRANT? J 


WELL, DETECT! VEj 
HERE'S YOUR CHANCE TO 
MAKE YOURSELF USEFUL. 
WE NEED TO SECURE THE 
PERIMETER. MAKE SURE 
THOSE NEWSHOUNDS 
ARE AT LEAST FORTY FEET 
FROM THE TAPE LINES, I LL 
GET THE FIREFIGHTERS 
TO CHECK FOR ANY j 
v DAMAGED / 
^ GAS LINES. ^ 













YOU NEED 
BACKUP?. 




NO/ I LL 
CONTACT 
YOU IF 
I DO. 


JUST MOVE 
THESE PEOPLE 
OUT OF HERE/ 
I LL BE RIGHT 
V BACK. ^ 


r YOU ^ 
HEARD THE 
MAN/ LET'S 
DO OUR 
. JOBS' , 








MY, MY, A LITTLE 
UPTIGHT AREN'T WE, 
TWITCH? OR WOULD YOU 
PREFER I USE YOUR REAL 
. NAME? MAXIMILIAN, 
ISN'T IT? 










r WHO ^ 
TOLD YOU 
MY 

t NAME? - 


YOU RE 

BOTHERED BY ^ 
THAT, AREN'T YOU? 1 
MY ESCAPING RIGHT 
UNDER YOUR NOSE. AND 
YOUR PARTNER? HE MUST 
HAVE BLOWN A GASKET. 
HE CAN RE 


- \ 


Cv 4 


TOLD ME. I JUST>^ 
KNOW IT. THAT'S 
WHY 1 WAS SENT 
HERE. I KNOW Mg 

everyone that -s a mm 

, PART OF ALLJt^ 

W^m OF 

itaii yvha;?M 


ihMr 


' 



THE END 
OF MANKIND, 











SADLY. YOU 

W STJLL THINK YOU'RE X 
r IN CONTROL, EVEN ’ 
THOUGH WE RUN THIS 
PLANET. BUT LOOK AT YOU, 
YOU'RE NOT AFRAID. YOUR 
HEART BEAT'S CALM, 
THAT'S THE PART I'VE 
, ADMIRED MOST ABOUT . 
L YOU. IT'S HARD TO A 
RATTLE YOU. 


r BUT SOON. M/ 

YOU'LL NEED 

TO MAKE SOME ^ SO I 

HARD WON'T KILL 1 

l CHOICES. YOU TONIGHT. 
m* m NOT WHEN I CAN 

■til JLM inflict pain on 

Jtvv \ THOSE CLOSE 

V TO YOU. \J 


f HE JUST . 

i /rs 

A WEARY 


TWITCH' 

IT'S ME , { I , 

DE7ECWE 
ROWAtta r SOM£- 
OO YOU TH/A/G S 
READ?! a WRONG 
^ M7H 

■X saw 


TWITCH. 

WHERE 

*RE 

TfOU-.? 


r HES Y 
HAVING A 

mm 

mm 
. &mwL 















^ SARA, I x 
CANT DO THIS 
TO YOU ANY 
v LONGER/ < 


^ WHAT DO > 
YOU MEAN? 
WHAT'RE YOU 
, DOING? ^ 


PACKING/ 


PACKING? 
TO GO 
WHERE? , 



f SO YOU X 
RUN AWAY 
INSTEAD? YOU 
WON'T GET FAR 
WITHOUT 
^ MONEY/ A 


ANYWHERE/ 
OTHER THAN- HERE. 

X NEED TO KEEP SARA 
SAFE— BUT 1 CAN'T/ 
NOT HERE/ 



X I DON'T GIVE X 
/ A CRAP / I SAID IT'S X 
f NOT SAFE/ THOSE REPORTERS \ 

WILL BE BANGING ON HER \ 

DOOR ANY MINUTE, LOOKING \ 

FOR ME. AND THEY WONT STOP. * 

YOU KNOW THAT/ NOT UNTIL / 
l THEY DESTROY ANY SENSE ± 

\ OF NORMALITY SARA'S so 1'LlX 
\BUILT in her life/ worry 

— — — "TL ABOUT MONEY 

LATER/ ^ 




r BUT HERE'S MY ^ 
CARD. MY ADDRESS IS 
ON THE BACK. I'VE GOT 
AN EXTRA ROOM YOU 
^ CAN STAY IN. ^A 


I DON'T 
NEED ANY 
HAND- 
OUTS, j 


JUST 
TAKE IT. 









r clown ^ 

WA£> RIGHT' - 

you AFM 

OUT OF YOUR 
V MINSK A 


W BECAUSE ^ 
f IN A WAY YOU 1 
DID. ITS WHY 
YOU'RE DRAWN TO 
THIS PLACE. YOU 
SENSE THE NEED 
TO EMBRACE THE 
L LEGACY I'VE A 
V GIVEN YOU. m, 


X THERE'S X 
/ RAGE IN 1 
YOUR EYES. 1 
THAT'S GOOD. 
YOU ALWAYS 
WERE QUICK TO 
ANGER. THAT'LL 
HELP FUEL THE 
SYMBIOTE'S 
\ TRANSFORM / 
\ MATION. M 


r BECAUSE IT'S 
TIME TO PUNISH 
THOSE WHO'VE 
BETRAYED ME 
DURING MY 
k ABSENCE' A 


F AND ^ 
r YOU'LL 1 
BE THE 
INSTRUMENT 
1 USE TO 
DESTROY 
k THEM. 1 A 


VT THAT ^ 
r THRONE 1 
FEELS FAMILIAR, 
DOESN'T IT? 
LIKE YOU BUILT 
l ITYOUR- 
k SELF. A 


UNH? 







NEVER 

MENTION 


TOME 








W BECAUSE ^ 
rOF WHAT HE'S > 
BEEN PLANNING 
THE CLOWN WILL 
SUFFER THE 

.GREATEST, 

/W PAIN/ _ 


AND YOU il ^%A 
r YOU'VE FALLEN ^ 
FOR HIS 

TREACHEROUS GAME 

L BUT NOW IT'S TIME . 
FV TO CHOOSE.,, 
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^ YOU CANT \ Y, T _ I 
EVEN IMAGINE y 
THE IRONY 

OF WHAT YOU ^ WORSE, > 
* JUST SAID' , I CAN DRAIN 
V. YOUR POWERS 

IN A HEART- 
_JV beat. 1 y 


6NNHM6 


^ HE TRICKED ^ 
r YOU SPAWN. INTO ' 
BEING HIS FOOL/ HIS 
ENTIRE EXISTENCE IS TO 
LIE AND DECEIVE AND 
YOU FELL VICTIM TO IT. 

. I EXPECTED MORE j 
^ FROM YOU; ^ 


T BUT 1 
CLOWN WILL 
SOON FIND 
THAT TWO CAN 
PLAY HIS 
k. GAME* A 




















W AWW- ^ 
THIS IS GOING 
TO GET FUN' 

IT APPEARS 
YOUR TRIP TO 
HELL HAS MADE 
YOU MORE 
V RESILIENT' J 



f OK ^ 

ITS MORE 
THAN 
l THAT. , 


hS BUT NOW ^ 
r YOUR TIME 1 
ROAMING EARTH 
UNCHECKED IS 
OVER' NOT BEING 
CHALLENGED 
FOR SO LONG HAS 
. TURNED YOU A 
5k DELUSIONAL l A 


AND 

EXPEND 

ABLE. 


HE'S 

MINE/ 


r /YOf ^ 

THEY'RE ALL 
MINE' EVERY 
ONE OF THEM/ 
LOOK BEHIND 
k YOU,.. J 


I'M 

RECLAIMING 
WHAT'S MINE 
STARTING WITH 
THIS NEW 
SPAWN. 


AND 
NOTHING 
YOU DO 
WILL STOP 
THAT!! 















*See the 
IMAGE LIMITED 
mini- series -Todd 


_y THIS ONE 
r HAS SO MUCH RAW 
POWER THAT EVEN EARTH 

GREATEST HEROES ^ AND SOON, ^ 
v COULDN'T ELIMINATE , MY ARMY WILL BE 
N. HIM/* ^ FILLED WITH 

TH O U S AN D S JUST 
<1 LIKE HIM/ ^ 


GOTTEN 
OUT OF 
CONTROL/ 


SPAWN, ^ 
NO/ HE'S my 
PROBLEM/ j 


NOT 

ANY 

MOR£ 











WHY? 


F SOME- ^1 
r THING'S 1 
WRONG// 

STOP! 

DON'T GO 
NEAR J 
L HIM/ A 


W 'M 


BECAUSE 

HES 

Afmv 


r LOOK 
INTO 
MY EYES/ 
BOTH OF 
, YOU/ „ 
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